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Meadville Messenger
From the Pastor’s Desk:  
James 1:17…”Every good gift, every perfect gift comes from above.  These gifts come 
down from the Father, the creator of the heavenly lights, in whose character is no change 
at all”…(CEB) 

 The Christmas season is a 
season of giving and receiving 
gifts in our American celebration 
of the birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  It is likely the tradition 
builds upon the gifts of the 
visiting Magi who came to the 
manger to see Mary, Joseph 
and the baby Jesus.  One of my 
all-time favorite images is Santa 
Claus visiting the manger and 
paying homage to the newborn 
king.  Some would say it was 
too much blending of secular 
and sacred celebration.  I, for 
one, do not believe that is an 
accurate understanding of 
Santa’s relationship to the 
Christ.  I do know that Santa 
was not alive when Jesus was 
born.  St. Nicholas, from whom 
Santa gets his name through 

variations of the name St. 
Nicholas in various languages, was born about two hundred years after the destruction of the 
Temple at Jerusalem on March 15, 270 AD or CE.  

 St. Nicholas gained notoriety for having helped save three young women from slavery 
and forced prostitution by providing gold for their dowry so they could be married.  This and 
other acts are the impetus for the man who today travels the world to deliver gifts to boys and 
girls all over the world.  Not everyone is a fan of Santa Claus but I am not among those.  
There are those who question whether St. Nicholas ever existed but there is no doubt that St. 
Nicholas was bishop of Myra.  As a bishop one of the garments he would have worn is a red 
cassock.  If you have lived to see the death of a Pope then you have seen this red robe with 
a white stripe both vertical from the collar down the front center then around the waist.  It 
looks amazingly similar to the red and white garment of Santa Claus except that Santa wears 
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a black belt a lot of the time.  

Just as clothes do not define the person nor does clothing make Santa a religious 
figure.   However, that Santa’s goal is to bring good tidings and cheer to children speaks of a 
heart that is compassionate to children in a Christ-like way.  As a matter of fact, in Germany, 
the name for Santa is Christkind.  In America, we would say Kris Kringle.  Christkind means 
Christ child.  In France, Santa’s name is Pere Noel.   In England his name is Father 
Christmas which you may have seen an image in the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe of 
C.S. Lewis’ Chronicles of Narnia.  In the Netherlands, his name would be Sinter Klaas, a 
variation of St. Nicholas in the Netherlands which is Sint Niklaas.  By the time Santa arrived 
in the U. S., Santa Claus was how we knew him.

Washington Irving introduced Santa as the Patron Saint of New York  in his History of 
New York in 1809.  In 1822, Clement Clarke Moore, an episcopal minister wrote the poem, “A 
Visit from St. Nicholas” which would later be published as “T’was the Night before Christmas.”  
And from these, Santa Claus has never looked back.  In a couple of weeks, kids all over 
America will begin to write their letters to the “jolly old elf.”   But Santa Claus is much more 
than folklore or superstition.  The character of St. Nicholas still lives among us in this 
tradition.  Santa has been demonized for the commercialization of Christmas but this was not 
Santa’s fault.  The images in paintings and pictures of Santa Claus many believe were a 
product of Coca Cola whose official colors are red and white.  But Coca Cola is quick to 
debunk that they originated the red and white suit.  Thomas Nast a Civil War era cartoonist in 
a cartoon for Harper’s Weekly in 1862 drew the Santa we have come to know.  Coca Cola 
merely adapted that as their own and thus the commercialization of the beloved and sainted 
character was afoot though Coca Cola is not the only commercial venture to use the Santa 
image for profit motives.

For me personally, Santa stands for what is wholesome and good at Christmas time.  
He captures the imagination of children and adults with his loving care, jovial spirit and 
generous giving.  His generous giving reminds me of the sacrifice that many parents are 
willing to make for the happiness and welfare of their children.  This sacrifice, though noble, 
pales in comparison to the sacrifice Christ made for us.  The red suit of the bishop is indeed 
the symbol for the blood of Christ which is seen on the Lent dove which has blood drops on 
its breast, the only color not white or gold on the Chrismons.  That is the image that helps me 
to understand the priority of Santa and Christ in this Christmas season.  Santa is no more 
than another of the good things of Christ and his kingdom.  Even during a commercialized 
season, the imagination of a child can be captivated by the one who can give them what they 
want with love, but one who represents the love of one, Jesus, who can give them what they 
need.  Merry Christmas!!!

Peace and Joy and Love,

Rex Wilburn, Pastor
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From my stocking on the mantle 

I can hear and see it all 

From the tree over in the corner 

To the kitchen down the hall. 

I see the presents piling high 

Beneath the Christmas tree 

And smell the fresh baked cookies 

Just tempting you and me. 

As the silent night approaches 

And the mice come out to play 

The cat just sits there drooling 

Till the dawn turns into day. 

I hope you have a Christmas 

Just as merry as can be 

And I plan to see you next year 

If my Lord will just agree!! 

Drawing & poem by:  

Margaret Chatham, 1991

Jolly Elders’ Annual Christmas Pageant  
Sunday, December 9, 2018 at 4:00 P.N. 
The characters you’ve come to love over the years are back!  This time 
Virgil, Naggie, and Elmer are heading to the city to teach their city cousins 
and the prestigious congregation of “The First Church of the Stained Glass” 
the true meaning of Christmas.  Bring your favorite finger food and join us 
afterward for a time of fun and fellowship! 

COLEMANISM: 
Even the most trusted people aren’t as trustworthy as God.  
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Sunday                    Thursday       Friday                                       
9:45 - Sunday School                      4:00 - Prison Ministry          6:00 - Sewing Ministry
11:00 - Morning Worship
4:00 - Intercessors

10:00 A.M.
Jolly Elders

10:00 A.M.
Jolly Elders

4:00 P.M.
Jolly Elders 
Christmas play

6:00 P.M. 
Christmas Eve 
Communion

“The Son of God became a man to enable men to become 

sons of God.” - C.S. Lewis
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
December 02 Mia Fleming
December 03 Ben Cowart
December 07 Carla McLemore
December 08 Samantha Sivils
December 12 Debra Blackwell
December 14 John Robert 

Kimbrough
December 15 Jaden Sivils
December 20 Jack Williamson
December 21 Carly Fleming
December 21 Preston Shelton
December 23 Marsha Webb
December 24 Grady Fleming
December 24 Bob Kimbrough
December 24 Betty Wilkinson
December 27 Tommy Sivils
December 27 Maxton Smith
December 30 Megan Tomlinson
December 30 Ric Wege

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
December 2 Russell & Mary 

Clement
December 22 Sue & Steve 

Sullivan

Dear Church Family and Friends, 
  
Thank you for all the care and concern 
shown me during my surgery and after. 
Thank you for the prayers, food, flowers, 
cards, phone calls, and visits.  You were 
truly the hands and feet of Christ.  Please 
continue to pray, I will soon be walking 
again.  
  
Beverly Gabbert
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