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Deuteronomy 31:6…”Be strong! Be fearless! Don’t be afraid and don’t be scared by your 
enemies, because the LORD your God is the one who marches with you. He won’t let you 
down, and he won’t abandon you.”…(CEB) 

As I put this to the page, the wind is howling and the rains and storms are coming.   I began 
to prepare for this article a few weeks ago and was moved by what I witnessed at the 
Celebration of the Resurrection Service for former President George H. W. Bush.   George 
Herbert Bush was the first president elected in Pam’s and my marriage.  He guided us 
through the first Gulf War standing against the tyranny of the Saddam Hussein regime who 
had invaded Kuwait, a strong ally to the U. S.  This is how the 1990’s began and how the 
year before I stepped into a Methodist pulpit as a lay pastor on the Ashland Charge at age 28 
years old unfolded.  

There was turmoil and fear because war had not happened since the skirmish at Granada in 
1983 when I was a college junior at Memphis State University (now the University of 
Memphis).  Then President Bush (#41) described what was taking place and then the images 
of war began to be projected on our TV screens.  There was fear at the prospect of war but 
somehow then President Bush (#41) seemed to project a calm, steely reserve that gave one 
hope that though the chaos of war had begun, there was a certainty that not only was the 
right thing being done, but it was being done well.

As I listened to the eulogies and message of Jon Meacham, former President George W.

 Bush (#43), and Rev. Dr. Russell Levenson, Jr. I began to understand why “there was a 
certainty that not only was the right thing being done, but it was being done well. “   George 
H. W. Bush spoke with the combination that Dana Carvey the comedian who mimicked Bush 
well described as a combination of Mr. Rogers and John Wayne, both honorable and 
respected Americans.  But the resolve ran deeper than that.     

President Bush lived by several credos one of which was “to whom much is given much is 
expected” and another was to “stand in the breech between others heartache and their hurt.”  
And with Abraham Lincoln he shared a common creed as both chose “what is right  over 
what is convenient (unlike some other former presidents).  “To hope rather than fear” and to  
“heed not our worst impulses but our best instinct” unlike our modern day American culture. 

As we approach this New Year of 2019, we find ourselves as Methodists a little uneasy.  No 
matter how hard we try, our eyes are gazing ahead at the special called General Conference 
in St. Louis, Missouri on February 23-26, 2019.  In doing so in this last little while, we have 
proven that we are fearful.  Our “steely resolve” is turned to angst and anxiousness.  We do 
not trust what those duly elected at our Annual Conferences will do at this meeting. We are 
fearful of what will become of the Methodist Church and especially our beautiful little church 
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COLEMANISM: 

In love, we may find it better to make allowances,  
rather than make points. 

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing  
with one another in love.  Ephesians 4:2

on the hill one block from the county courthouse in downtown Meadville.  

All of these are fears have tried to creep in on my life as well as I have tried to interpret and 
understand what is about to take place.  It is of the utmost historical importance.  It is one of 
those precipices of our churches history.  It will truly in some fashion be a defining moment 
for us.   But then I lean back, take a deep breath and remember the countenance that 
steered the life of our former President.    “Hope rather than fear.”  “Choose right over what is 
convenient.” “Heed not our worst impulses but our best instinct.”

Each Christmas Day the Memphis Commercial Appeal publishes two articles.   One is “Yes, 
Virginia, There Is a Santa Claus” and the other is “Jesus The Perfect Man”  I read both each 
year if I can get hands on a copy.  I was struck this year as I read yet again the article where 
it said:  “As a preacher, as a doer of things, and as a philosopher, no man ever had the 
sweep and the vision of Jesus…The system of ethics Jesus taught during his earthly sojourn 
2,000 years ago was true then, has been true in every century since and will be true forever.”

It is why former President H. W. Bush is right.  “Hope rather than fear.”  “Choose the right 
over the convenient.”  Because it is what Jesus taught us to do.  His teachings have stood 
the test of time.  His teaching looks at the same precipice and says, “We will overcome it.”  

It is with “calm and steely reserve” that we approach our opportunities in 2019.  We will be 
fine.  We will do what is right.  We will not fear because we are guided by Jesus, the Perfect 
Man.  Happy New Year!!!

Peace and Joy and Love,

Rex Wilburn, Pastor
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Brookhaven District Day of Leadership 

Please join us for Day of Leadership at 
Centenary UMC (McComb) on January 
12, 2019.  The agenda is as follows: 

Registration 9-9:30 a.m. 
9:30-10:30- Discipleship- Latoya Redd 
Thompson- Everyone will attend this 
session 
10:30-10:45 Break (light refreshments) 
10:45-12:00- You will choose from one of 
the following sessions: 
Trustees- Dr. Ed Jones 
Finance- Mr. David Stotts 
PPRC- Rev. Trey Harper 
  
This is a conference sponsored event 
designed to train and refresh those who 
would like to obtain more knowledge on 
the responsibilities and guidelines of 
these committees.  This event is free.  
Please make plans to attend.   
  

Rev. Lindsey Robinson 
District Superintendent 

MUMC 
sponsored 
missionaries 

to Honduras, 

Todd, Katie, 
Andrew, 
Conner, 
Wesley, & 
Anabella 
Moody  
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MUMC Staff 

Pastor,  
Rev. Rex Wilburn 

Director of Music,  
Pat Jones 

Office Manager, 
Samantha Sivils 

MUMC 
P.O. Box 548 
101 First St. S 
Meadville, MS 39653 
601.384.2936 
office@meadvilleumc.com 
www.meadvilleumc.com  

Find us online: 
Facebook - MeadvilleUMC 
Twitter - @meadville_umc 
Instagram - meadvilleumc 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
January 01  Willena Cook
January 05  Cindy Jones
January 05  Hayden Herring
January 07  Tre’ Fleming
January 07  Sarah Stebbins
January 07  Michael Paul Wallace
January 11  Will Clay
January 12  Kim Ray
January 12  Robin Wilburn
January 13  Charlotte Jones
January 13  Mary Clement
January 14  Michelle Smith
January 15  Samuel Cowart
January 16  Jimmy Torrey
January 19  Melinda Bradford
January 19  Karen Posey
January 20  Clint Herring
January 20  Cliff Herring
January 22  Debbie Halford
January 22  Jobea Magee
January 23  Matt Holt
January 26  David Campbell
January 27  Gary Jones
January 30  Christy Street
January 31  Anna Grace Shideler

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
January 23  John & Clara Guice
January 23  Bob & Susie 

Kimbrough
January 26  David & Stacye 

Campbell

Thank you so much for your 2018 shoebox gifts.  What a great 
year for Franklin County:  1382 shoeboxes.  You are such a 
blessing.  Looking forward to 2019!!  
Joe Bowlin

************************************************************************
Dear MUMC family,
My sincerest appreciation for the visits, calls, cards, food, and 
prayers during my time of recovery.  I thank God for each of 
you and ask his blessings on you!
Love,
Sarah Halford
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