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Meadville Messenger
Rambling Rex 
Psalm 22:1….My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?… ” 
Isaiah 53:3-4…”He was despised and rejected by men; a Man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief…..he has borne or griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 
esteemed him stricken by God, and afflicted…..   (NKJV) 

I remember the first time I encountered this text after accepting the call to preach.  I was 
reviewing the texts for Holy Week looking for something warm, fuzzy and comfortable.   I 
thought celebration meant that we find something warm, cozy and that gave us the warm 
fuzzies.    I ran across the above text which is the lectionary text for Good Friday.  Mark’s 
gospel records in chapter 15 verse 34 that at three o’clock Jesus cried, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 
sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  Warm and fuzzy 
was not what I felt at all.  I became nauseated at the thought of all that Christ has done for us 
and the fact that  even His Father turned away at his hour of direst need. 

This memory crept back in after our “24 Hours That Changed the World” session as we looked 
at Jesus being put on trial.  When we left the session, we left Jesus in about a 12-15 foot hole 
in the darkness on the dark night before his execution.  That is why Lent is such a difficult 
season.   The eating and throwing of pancakes on Shrove Tuesday was a cool way to start the 
Lenten season and to give us some joy before we accepted the ashes of Ash Wednesday.  It is 
easy to celebrate when we are eating and throwing pancakes and on Easter Sunday morning 
when we are enjoying a magnificent breakfast with our brothers in Christ and then celebrating 
the Resurrection in Easter worship.  Even though we know the Easter story so well, we are 
again challenged by the reality that our greatest victory is the hour of our Lord’s greatest 
suffering.   He was hated by his enemies, misunderstood by the disciples, even his closest 
confidants could not stay awake and at last all of the disciples betrayed him.  How can we 
celebrate in the time between Shrove Tuesday and Easter Sunday morning?  How can we 
celebrate when even those who were closest to Christ betrayed him?   

It would be okay if that time in between was just an old story of yore.  But the truth is, there 
is a tremendous possibility that we too have betrayed our Lord.  We betray him when we fail to 
live up to our covenant we made with the church, God and ourselves at our baptism.  “I will 
renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject evil powers and repent of my sin.  I will 
accept the freedom and power God gives me to resist evil, injustice and oppression.  I will 
confess Jesus as Savior, put my whole trust in his grace, and serve him as Lord in union with the 
church.”     

But preacher, I haven’t professed my faith and been baptized.   Yes, my friend, but Jesus has 
called you to believe in him and to be baptized in the faith.   Whether through a friend, a 
stranger, a family member, a preacher, Sunday School teacher, or a co-worker, Jesus has been 
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calling you.  If you have rejected his call to believe in him then you too have betrayed Jesus.  
By shutting Jesus out and rejecting his call on your life, you say to him, “You suffered for me 
and my sins, so what?”  In that cold dark place that Jesus spent alone on that early Friday 
morning so long ago, he could hear the Jewish leaders talking about him and their desire for 
him to die.  When we refuse to say yes to his call on our lives we are saying we have a desire 
for him to die so that he will not bother us anymore.  How can we celebrate when we may 
complicit in his betrayal? 

Lent is not an easy season.  From Shrove Tuesday to Easter Sunday the journey is treacherous 
and full of twists and turns.  But Jesus’ hands and feet never fail to be steady.  Hold on 
Preacher, Simon of Cyrene had to carry Jesus’ cross.  You are right.  You are right only because 
Jesus had had the life beaten out of him after being scourged so badly.  Yet he staggered on 
toward his victory at the cross of Golgotha and the empty tomb.  He remained steadfast in his 
obedience to His Father even unto death.  How can we celebrate when we see him battered 
and beaten and exhausted lying on the Via Dolorosa?  But we know the rest of the story.  We 
are truly Easter people.  We can celebrate because we know Easter is coming.  April of 1992 
was the first time I ever celebrated Easter as at the age of 30.  I remember coming into the 
dark sanctuary for the Sonrise Service as each row of lights from the back of the sanctuary to 
the chancel was lit as I moved toward the altar.  It was the first time that I had really taken 
Lent seriously.  I didn’t understand very much way back then but I came to appreciate that 
there is something special about the celebrations and preparation for Easter.  Learning to 
celebrate in the in between when betrayal, hatred and suffering of our Lord was all to real has 
helped to be able to celebrate when tragedy, heartbreak or brokenness occur in the Christ 
family.  How can we celebrate in the harsh times of life.  After all Jesus did for us, how can we 
not?  Hallelujah!  He is Risen!  He is Risen indeed! 

   
Peace and Joy and Love, 

Rex Wilburn, pastor

Colemanism: 

“The best way to be successful is to follow the advice you give others.”  
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
The 4th Sunday each month will be labeled - O.C.C. SUNDAY.  There will be two baskets at 
the altar for anyone to purchase and place items for packing shoeboxes in support of 
Samaritan’s Purse evangelistic outreach  to children worldwide with shoeboxes packed with 
gifts and the gospel message of God's love.  This is planned to be an on-going ministry year 
round. There will be a notice of items solicited each month.  Initially we are asking for 
TOOTHBRUSHES  and BAR SOAP. This is a simple way we may all be an active part of 
evangelism. We can show the world who we are at MUMC.  Thank you in advance.  Joe 
Bowlin & Doc

Moody Family Update
Todd Moody has been offered a position on the Board of Directors with Legacy Mission 
International.  Todd & Katie are asking supporters to redirect financial offerings from BMDMI 
to Legacy.  You can do this by signing up online at:  http://bit.ly/MoodyLegacy or you can 
mail checks to: Legacy Mission International, 107 Rangeview Circle, Greenville, SC 29617 
(Memo: #3015 for Moody Family).  If you have a recurring donation with BMDMI, you will 
need to contact the BMDMI office at (601) 544-3586 to cancel.  Thank you for your 
continued support of missions and the Moody Family.

Dear Ladies of Meadville Methodist, 
Thank you very much for your 
loving care during our family’s time 
of need.  The meal was wonderful, 
and the time for us to spend together 
around a meal was very special. 

The Max Graves family

Meadville Methodist, 
Thank you so much for your help and 
food during Jason’s funeral.  I was 
to especially thank you for your 
prayers.  Please remember us in the 
days to come.   

Thanks again! 
Billie Haley & Family

http://bit.ly/MoodyLegacy
http://bit.ly/MoodyLegacy
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From left to right:  Joe Bowlin, 
Dr. Bo Gabbert, Dawn Barrett, 
and Rev. Rex Wilburn

MUMC was recognized for 
volunteering as the area drop-
off  location for Operation 
Christmas Child since 2009 
during the service on March 24.  
Joe Bowlin and Dr. Gabbert 
serve as area coordinators for 
OCC.  

Delores Martin was honored 
during morning service and a 
luncheon on March 24.  Ms. 
Martin and her late husband, 
Billy, joined the church with 
their twin sons, Bill and Randy, 
on July 10, 1955.  During the 
past 64 years, “Delo” has 
served in numerous capacities 
at MUMC including serving the 
elderly and tending the flower 
beds.   

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared 

in advance for us to do.  Ephesians  2: 10



  MEADVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH APRIL, 2019



  MEADVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH APRIL, 2019

MONDAY, APRIL 15

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17

Mystery Guest

THURSDAY, APRIL 18

Bro. Toby Jones

Ebenezer United Methodist Church

TUESDAY, APRIL 16

Bro. Ben Goff

Meadville Baptist Church

Bro. Will  Lot

Bude Church of God

FRIDAY, APRIL 19

MUMC HOLY WEEK 
LUNCHEON SCHEDULE

Bro. Marvin Howard

Mt. Zion Baptist Church

Lunch will be served 
daily at 12:00 P.M. at 
no charge.  Devotion 

will begin at 12:20 
P.M. and be 

dismissed around 
12:50 P.M.  Join us 
for this special time 
as we prepare our 
hearts for Easter!



MUMC Staff 

Pastor,  
Rev. Rex Wilburn 

Director of Music,  
Pat Jones 

Office Manager, 
Samantha Sivils 

MUMC 
P.O. Box 548 
101 First St. S 
Meadville, MS 39653 
601.384.2936 
office@meadvilleumc.com 
www.meadvilleumc.com  

Find us online: 
Facebook - MeadvilleUMC 
Twitter - @meadville_umc 
Instagram - meadvilleumc 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
April 02 Harold Spring
April 07 Chris Sullivan
April 08 David Hester
April 11 Rex Wilburn
April 12 Justin McGehee
April 12 Marc Colson
April 13 Sonny Dickey
April 13 Leah Crawford 
April  18 Ken Posey
April 20 Suzie Abadie
April 20 James Ray
April 21 Joddie Spring
April 22 Leslie Jeffus
April 23 Brett Herring
April 26 Madelene Carter
April 26 Ashley Hammock
April 29 Madge Spring
April 30 Cody Jeffus

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
April 4 Ed & Stephanie 

   McCormick
April 9 Shelly & Jennifer 

   Cowart
April 14 Scotty & Lindsay 

   Smith
April 16 David & Sandy 

   Hester
April 22 John & Michelle 

   Smith
April 29 Bo & Beverly 

   Gabbert
April 29 Austin & 

Katherine 
   McCormick 
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