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Colossians 3:12-14…”Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing 
with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving 
each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  And 
above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony.”…(ESV) 

I sat, watched, listened and prayed as the Day of Prayer kicked off the special General 
Conference in St. Louis, Missouri followed by the tedious work of the conference.  My mind 
pondered what God would do in these four days of Methodist conferencing.  What will 
become of the Methodist Church we have known and loved?  How much uncertainty will 
remain even after the decisions of the 2019 General Conference have been made?

As I pondered these things, I thought about the season of Lent that is now upon us.  
Beginning with Shrove Tuesday and a feast of pancakes and culminating with Easter Sunday, 
we will journey to the cross of Jesus.  For 28 years now, I have made this journey as pastor.

As we are experiencing uncertainty for our denomination, the Lenten season carries with it an 
element of uncertainty.  We are familiar with most of the stories.  We know the date that 
things will happen.  We know when celebrations and worship will take place.  Ash 
Wednesday, Palm/Passion Sunday, Holy Week, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and of 
course, Easter.  God will use these and other less conspicuous days during Lent to stir our 
hearts and draw us closer to the Christ who we follow to Calvary.

As certain as the death and Resurrection of Jesus is that the Methodists in Meadville, MS will 
continue to be the Church of Jesus Christ as a Methodist congregation serving, praising and 
worshiping our Lord.  

We now have an opportunity to turn loose of our anxiousness as General Conference is now 
past us and trust that God has everything in His hand.  He has the map that we are designed 
to follow.  The map looks a lot like the cross of Christ.  The disciples were skeptical and 
uncertain about the Cross but Jesus was quite certain.  At the Cross, serving others is more 
important than being served.  At the Cross, the name of Christ is more important than the 
name of our denomination.

Our denomination will survive no matter the outcome of the General Conference.  The name 
may be different or the same.   Our denomination will continue as long as God desires for it 
to do so and His people will follow him.  Our task is to be steadfast in prayer for the “people 
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called Methodist” as we move past the decisions of General Conference 2019.  We will 
examine ourselves, the decisions, and how these things fit together in the map God is holding 
for us and the direction we are to go.  My prayer for us is that our direction be the Way of the 
Cross, the way of love, forgiveness and service.  Thanks be to God for His marvelous 
Church.

Peace and Joy and Love,
Rex Wilburn, pastor
Meadville UMC

TEN FACTS ABOUT PASTORS 
CHURCHGOERS NEED TO KNOW 

10.  Pastors are human and more like you 
than you could ever imagine. 
Friend, you do not want as a pastor someone 
who has never sinned, never messed up, and 
never know the mercies of God. If you get a 
preacher who is sinless, you may discover him 
to be harsh and mean-spirited toward the likes 
of you; you are a sinner in need of grace, 
whereas he meets God as an equal. 

9.  Pastors are called by God to this work, 
otherwise they would never last. 

I used to hear of preachers who were “mama-
called and daddy-sent.” In time, I met one or 
two. They didn’t make it. The work was too hard, 
the expectations too high, the rewards too 
few. . . Only one called by God and who knows 
he serves the Living God, only he will last. And 
some of them, honestly forces me to admit 
sadly, don’t make it. 

8.  Pastors are the point men for whatever is 
taking place in the church. 
They receive the blame, they get the credit. 
Their hone number is on speed dial for most 
leaders of the church, particularly the ones with 
a gripe 
7.  Pastors live in a world of unfinished 
tasks. 
When he lays his head on the pillow at night, the 
preacher can think of calls he needs to return, a 
sermon needing planning, and someone 
requiring a personal visit. The only way he can 
survive in the ministry is to turn it off and get his 
rest. 
6.  Pastors learn to function with people 
angry at them or they do not survive in 
ministry. 

I have walked to the pulpit to deliver a sermon 
the Sunday after nearly half my deacons tried to 
get me fired. I have stood there preaching while 
leaders met in the foyer to figure how to send 
me on my way. 
5.  Pastors are not sent to make the church 
happy. 
The Lord’s servant is not sent to make the 
congregation happy.  You will not find one single 
verse or even part of one saying otherwise.  
Instead, he is sent to make the people holy and 
healthy. 
4.  Pastors are sent to make the Lord happy. 
The man of God exists to please only one 
Person, the Living God who sent Him. “To his 
own master he stands or falls.”   (Romans 14:4) 

3.  Pastors tend to be loners; they shouldn’t 
be. 
When the Lord sent forth His disciples, He sent 
them by twos or in even larger numbers. There 
are lots of ways members can become friends 
with their pastors. 
It shouldn’t be hard to help them not be a loner. 
2.  Pastors are as varied as the sands on the 
shore. No two are alike. 
   As Methodists, we should be thankful that the 
conference sends our pastors to us. After all, 
Acts 20:28 says the Holy Spirit appoints them, 
not you. 
1.  Pastors live by prayer the way the earth 
depends on sunlight, the grass counts on 
the rain, the baby needs its mother. 
Even the great apostle said “Pray for me.” If 
Paul needed prayer, and he did, how much more 
you and I require that God’s people intercede for 
us. 

Copied from Crosswalk.com 
Joe McKeever 

(Submitted)  
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
March 02 Jimmy Jones
March 04 Dixie Clay
March 04 Caecillia Colson
March 16 Ky Freeman
March 18 Charlie Herring
March 18 Landon Furlow
March 18 Kyle McCormick
March 19 McRae Clay
March 19 Vista Herring
March 20 Betty Youngblood
March 21 Shelly Cowart
March 22 Stephanie McCormick
March 22 Emily Smith
March 24 Myra Herring
March 30 Jody Herring

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
March 8 Darrell & Rebecca Rylee
March 25 Dain & Morgan Poore
March 29 Eddie & Libby Shelton
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COLEMANISM 

Happiness does not always have to be 
laughter; it can be memories.  

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled 
and do not be afraid.  John 14:27
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