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Rambling Rex 
Hosea 2:14-15 …14Therefore, I will charm her, and bring her into the desert, and speak 
tenderly to her heart.  15From there I will give her vineyards and make the Achor Valley a 
door of hope.  There she will respond to me as in the days of her youth, like the time 
when she came out of the land of Egypt…. (CEB) 
  
 The text from Hosea 2 speaks of the restoration of the hope of Israel and the renewal of 
covenant love.   In the month of May we have two very important transitional days in our 
community celebrations as we recognize the gift of motherhood on Mother’s Day and then 
follow that celebration with the celebration of those who make a major transition from their 
youth into adulthood.  Both days are transitional because they evoke strong emotions of home 
and our heritage but also press us forward to anticipate the future and potential outcomes 
both in faith and life.   
 Mother’s Day is transitional in the sense that there will be Mom’s in many stages of 
motherhood. There will be new Moms, expectant Moms, Moms who have fulfilled their child-
bearing responsibilities and are reaping the investment of pain, time and energy with the 
blessedness of independent adult children and the blessedness of grandchildren, Moms who by 
no choice of their own have never been able to hold, nurture and love their own child, Moms 
who have lost precious children either in the womb or at some time past the womb, Moms who 
though having never raised a child of their own have influenced the raising of many children. 
 There will also be Moms who are in great health still in the best years of their youth and 
beauty.  There will be Moms facing unseen battles with health, emotions and spirit.  There will 
be Moms facing grave physical outlooks.  And there will be Moms who have succumbed to the 
frailty of the flesh and gone home to our Lord.  When we are young, we often think Mom will 
be there forever.  We believe Mom will never be not well.  For those who have lost their Moms, 
Mother’s Day is both joy and sadness. 
 It was in the preparation for Mother’s Day that I finally fully got to grieve Eva Ray 
Wilburn’s death three years after her departure for glorious heaven.   A friend’s Mom had 
grown desperately ill and I was called to the hospital.  It was on the trip to the hospital that 
the full reality of my Mom’s death came to rest in my most inward parts.  For three years after 
Mom’s death I took care of others.  I never set aside time to deal with the sincere grief that 
dwelt within.  It was in realizing that with this death I would be separated from my own wife 
and mother of my children as she rightly spent time with her Mom on this blessed day that the 
full reality of my own loss set in.   I am thankful for that day as it allowed the joy of Christ to 
return fully into my whole being.  Unresolved grief often prevents us from living fully into the 
life God desires for us.  Being able to properly grieve my own Mom’s death allowed restoration 
of my own joy and a renewal of God’s covenant love.   This has allowed me to rejoice in every 
Moms status and stage of motherhood and be reminded that being a Mom is always about 
coping with life’s transitions. 
 The graduating seniors of our community are cast in much the same light.  I love to see 
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the collages of that graduate’s life documented through photographs and video, through song 
lyrics and poems, letters and relics from the journey.  Graduation celebrates both end and 
beginning.  It is one of the major transitions in life.  I heard it said one time, “My children will 
not be able to build a career in our town.”   It is potentially a true statement in that there is 
often not enough industry, professional and service jobs available to accommodate every 
graduate.  There will be a few who may be able to find a place for career, family and worship 
right here in Meadville.  The reality may be that they must leave their home to find career, 
family and worship.  In that journey, there will be indecision and uncertainty as clarity comes 
in fits and starts as education, reality and hopefully God struggle to illuminate the course of a 
life filled with unfettered promise.   
 The truth is that change is going to come in both of these and other celebrations.  There 
will be twists and turns along the journey.  Life in the United Methodist Church has been a 
twisted journey the last few years.  The hope is that the coming will not parallel the twists and 
turns of those who departed in their “youth” from Egypt looking for the promises of God.  We 
are given no guarantees other than this great truth from the psalmist David: “Be still and know 
that I am God.” (Psalm 46:10).  This is the only constant amid all of life’s transitions.   God 
through the risen Christ is with us.  That is the most important constant because it keeps life’s 
ship steady on the rough waters of life’s transitions.   Covenant love will smooth the rough 
waters and keep us safe as God’ speaks “tenderly to (our) heart” even when we feel like we 
have lost our way.                                                                     

Peace and Joy and Love,            
Rex Wilburn, pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL MATTERS 
There are multiple benefits to being a part of a Sunday School Class at Meadville UMC.

• Deepens understanding of the Bible by through class participation.
• Small group setting provides friendships and accountability.
• Helps mold members into leaders and disciples.

Meadville UMC offers a variety of Sunday School classes to suit the spiritual needs of all age 
groups.  

• Lower Elementary is taught by Carol Oglesby and meets downstairs
• Upper Elementary is taught by Barbie Fleming and meets downstairs
• Ladies Sunday School Class taught by Sandy Hester meets downstairs across from library
• Cornerstone is taught by Grady Fleming and meets downstairs in library
• Word Processers is taught by David Hester and meets in the fellowship hall

Sunday School starts each Sunday at 9:45 A.M.  We look forward to seeing you there!
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
We are asking everyone to support Operation Christmas Child Evangelism by donating items 
for packing shoeboxes, for children in 2-4, 5-9, 10-14, in November.  The suggested items for 
the next four weeks are clothing/accessories—i.e.(blouse/pants-shirt/pants, underwear, 
shoes/socks, scarfs/mittens, flip-flops, watch, gloves, sunglasses, bandana, decorative hat/
cap, combs, hair accessories, purse, jewelry). Basket will be provided under the cross in the 
sanctuary. 

Thank you in advance.
Doc and Joe Bowlin

ROMANIA MISSION TRIP –JULY 1-11, 2019  
Prayer and donations are well received and will be a blessing to the people of Romania.  
There is a need for team members and for the following supplies and medicines: 

• Aspirin 81MG
• Tylenol (Acetomenophen) regular and extra strength
• Tums regular
• muscle rub, Visine (artificial tears)
• Ibuprofen (Advil, Motrin, generic, 200MG) 
• head scarves (new or good condition) 

Container is provided for drop-off under the cross in the sanctuary.  

Thank you in advance.  
Bo Gabbert, M.D.

Graffit i 2/bronx Ministries  
Stephanie McCormick will be returning to the Bronx this summer working with Graffiti 2 
Ministries.  To help with the costs, t-shirts are being sold.  Colors available are watermelon, 
light green, or navy.  Image on the front reads “Send Me Isaiah 6:8”.  Sizes adult small - adult 
x-large are $15.  Sizes 2XL & 3XL are available for $18.  If you would like to purchase a t-
shirt, please contact Stephanie as soon as possible.  
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Notes of Thankfulness 

Dear Church Family, 
I am so blessed to have such a loving and caring church family.  The flowers you sent 
to my mother’s service were beautiful.  You have blessed me in many ways during 

this difficult time through text messages, calls, visits, cards, delicious food and 
especially prayer. 
I am very thankful for each one of you. 
Love, 
Tammy Torrey 

Dear Meadville Methodist Women, 
Please accept our deep appreciation for the love and support by wonderful food at the 

passing of our beloved “Max”.  The whole family loved your act of kindness and 
will be forever grateful.   

Barbara Graves on behalf of the Graves Family 

To Pastor Wilburn & Congregation of United Methodist Church of Meadville, MS 
We would like to thank you for conducting Karen King’s service.  We greatly 

appreciate your thoughtfulness and goodwill.  We also appreciate the wonderful meal 
you served us.  The stand of flowers meant so much.  Thank you for keeping us in 

your prayers.   

Bill & Pamela King and family 
Lindi Sigmon Cline and family 

Meadville UMC, 
Thankful for the women and lunch, prayers you gave to us with our loss of Karen.  I 
will never forget the smiles, the hugs, kindness, and good food.  Thank you.  Our 

Father in Heaven will bless those who serve His children. 

Paula Dillon 
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Colemanism: 

Fanatic:  A person who’s enthusiastic about 
something in which you have no interest.

MUMC’s Children’s Easter Egg Hunt

Easter Arrangement from Robert CarmonaLiving Cross decorated by Jolly Elders
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Sundays at MUMC: 
9:45 A.M. Sunday School
11:00 A.M.  Morning Worship
4:00 P.M. Intercessors
5:15 P.M. Bible Study

Weekly at MUMC: 
Thursday - 4:00 P.M. - Prison 

Ministry
Friday - 10:00 A.M. - Sewing & 

Quilting Group

Calendar from www.thecottagemarket.com

10 A.M. 
Jolly 
Elders

6 P.M. 
Emmaus 
Group

Happy 
Mother’s 
Day!!

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.



MUMC Staff 

Pastor,  
Rev. Rex Wilburn 

Director of Music,  
Pat Jones 

Office Manager, 
Samantha Sivils 

MUMC 
P.O. Box 548 
101 First St. S 
Meadville, MS 39653 
601.384.2936 
office@meadvilleumc.com 
www.meadvilleumc.com  

Find us online: 
Facebook - MeadvilleUMC 
Twitter - @meadville_umc 
Instagram - meadvilleumc 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
May 01 Daniel Youngblood
May 01 Keith Zimmerman
May 03 Delores Martin
May 06 Joyce Wilson
May 07 Jennifer Cowart
May 09 Stacye Campbell
May 12 Larry Jones
May 12 Theresa Wege
May 16 Chase Freeman
May 16 Eli Herring
May 16 Joe Bowlin
May 18 Josh Herring
May 19 Opal Bowlin
May 21 Mary Kay Holt
May 25 Tyler Williamson
May 28 Martha Dickey
May 30 Michael Hester
May 31 Barbie Fleming

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
May 5 Gary & Cindy Jones
May 18 Jimmy & Tammy Torrey
May 22 Bill & Debbie Halford
May 26 Chris & Stephanie Sullivan
May 29 George & Elizabeth Rushing
May 31 Ed & Barbara Herring
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She is clothed with strength  

 and dignity, 
    and she laughs without fear 

of the future. Proverbs 31:25


