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I Samuel 20:14-15a…”If I am still alive, 
show me the faithful love of the Lord; but 

if I die, never cut off your faithful love 
from my house…” 

 Earlier this year, we took a special 
time and service to say farewell Sunday for 
Deloris Martin.  What a hard day it was.  It 
was a glorious day with lots of friends with 
wonderful stories.  It was a day I have 
endured too often in these last few years.   A 
day filled with song, prayer, Word, 
testimony, laughter and tears.  It was a 
joyous homecoming, but all of it wasn’t.   
Underlying the joy of this celebration was 
the dread of grief and pain caused by 
separation from someone we love and who 
loves us. 
 We are not alone in this pain as the 
verses from I Samuel reveal to us.  David 
has realized that Saul really wants him dead.  
Jonathan cannot believe his father would 
desire such and wants to prove it to David.  
During the conversation over David’s need 
to separate for his own personal safety 
Jonathan recognizes the possibility of never 
seeing David again.  “If I am still alive” and 
“…If I die” demonstrate the possibilities of 
what lies ahead.  The plea is that David 
never stop his love regardless of whether 
they see each other again or not.   
 A few years ago, a vibrant youth 
pastor at Houston UMC was leaving us to go 
to seminary. I listened to the comments I 
heard from youth and adults as they shared 

their loving thoughts with Eric and Christine 
(Eric’ beautiful wife) during the celebration 
and as I had conversations with folks about 
the departure.  “I said I wasn’t going to get 
too close and love the next person like that 
again.”  This reaction is a valid response as 
we risk losing or have lost someone dear to 
us.  The reaction is one of grief and is a 
protective mechanism.  However, “not 
getting close to people” in fear of the grief 
and pain of loss is not beneficial in the long 
run for us and others. 

 John Travolta, in a Valentine’s issue 
of Parade magazine discussed the loss to 
death of his fiancé and later his teenage son 
and related his view about loss and love.  
Travolta said that the worst thing is not 
losing the one you have loved but failing to 
love again after you have lost.  Another way 
to put is that to not experience the pain of 
grief and loss is not to have risked loving 
deeply.  The reality of life is that when we 
open ourselves to love again after losing so 
much we risk experiencing, yet again, great 
pain.  Humanity does not like pain.  The 
truth for those of us left behind is that life in 
Christ must move on.   Christ’s church has a 
rich history of sending out and celebrating 
life and loss.  If someone is sent out, those 
left behind in that place are left with grief 
and loss.   We will miss Delo as she 
continues her living at The Waterford.  But 
we honor her as we continue to nurture her 
from a distance and as we move on to 
experience the next Delo that comes along.  

Rambling Rex
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(Not that there can ever be another Deloris Martin.) 
A couple of days prior to this writing, we heard yet again of loss and grief in our 

Meadville UMC family.  There have not been many stretches since Bro. Rex has been our 
pastor that we as a church family have not prayed for someone in our church family who has 
suffered grief and loss.  That does not even include how many have suffered the grief and loss 
caused by cancer. 
 For us left behind, there is grief and uncertainty about the leadership, friendship, 
change to come.  This uncertainty can overwhelm us as those who worked shoulder-to-
shoulder for Christ in the church with us are no longer there. However, we also have hope that 
soon God will reveal the next servant he wishes to walk with us shoulder-to-shoulder in 
ministry for Christ and His Church.     
 So what are we to do?  I think Jonathan and John Travolta have it right.   “Show me the 
faithful love of the Lord.”  “Love as hard even risking the pain of losing again. That is hard to 
conceive when we are in pain.  We will love again because our Lord has shown such great love 
for us.  When we risk the pain of losing again, we are truly being faithful to the love of Christ. 

Peace and Joy and Love, 

Rex Wilburn, pastor 
Meadville United Methodist Church 
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FROM SAMARITAN’S PURSE: Every year, millions of children around the world are delighted  when 
they receive shoeboxes full of gifts packed by people like you at MUMC. As exciting as it is to bring 
joy  to children in far away places, that’s just the beginning. Gospel storybooks are handed out along 
with the shoeboxes as a way of evangelizing families for our Lord and Savior. “The Greatest Journey” 
storybook was started 10 years ago as a follow up discipleship program where children are taught 
bible stories, memorize scripture & learn how to share their faith after making a decision for Christ.  It 
is praiseworthy that near 9 million children have made decisions for Christ through “The Greatest 
Journey.”  Let’s give God a hand!  Thank you MUMC.

Lay Servant 
Ministry School
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Sundays at MUMC: 
9:45 A.M. Sunday School
11:00 A.M.  Morning Worship
4:00 P.M. Intercessors
5:15 P.M. Bible Study

Weekly at MUMC: 
Thursday - 4:00 P.M. - Prison 

Ministry
Friday - 10:00 A.M. - Sewing & 

Quilting Group

10 A.M. Jolly 
Elders

     6 P.M. 
Emmaus 

Group

Blessing of 
the 
Backpacks
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MUMC 
P.O. Box 548 
101 First St. S 
Meadville, MS 39653 
601.384.2936 
office@meadvilleumc.com 
www.meadvilleumc.com  

Find us online: 
Facebook - MeadvilleUMC 
Twitter - @meadville_umc 
Instagram - meadvilleumc 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
August 03 Martha Tomlinson
August 03 Leigh Beth Hurst
August 07 Cheryl Jeffus
August 09 Bill Halford
August 09 Pat Jones
August 11 Cody Abadie
August 12 Eli Stebbins
August 18 Sue Sullivan
August 21 Brandee Freeman
August 23 Sallie Katherine Hurst
August 23 Cooper Tomlinson
August 24 Judy Oglesby
August 25 Kendra Wallace
August 27 Abbey Smith
August 29 Beverly Gabbert
August 31 Matthew Wilburn

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
August 14 Grady & Barbie Fleming
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COLEMANISM: 
If you were given a nickname 
descriptive of your character, would 
you be proud of it? 
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