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Jeremiah 5:24…They don’t say in their hearts, Let’s fear the Lord our God, who provides rain 
in autumn and spring and who assures us of a harvest in its season. (CEB)

The text from Jeremiah is a reminder that our task is to offer our proper respects to God who 
provides the essentials for living.  “Let us fear the Lord” is a proper response for God’s 
provision in life no matter what life may bring.    As I worked on this article in the fall of 2017, 
we had just received word that one of our own congregation was found dead and had 
journeyed to her eternal home.  For those of us who loved her, shock, fear and grief are 
overwhelming.   I had two conversations with those who had experienced this grief recently 
in their lives and it was with heaviness that they brought items to the Parish rummage to 
provide for the ministries of the United Methodist Churches of that area.  A Sunday School 
member shared this was the third loss to their class.  It was our fourth loss for our church in 
just five months.  It reminded me of the first several months as I arrived in Meadville.

I had already considered this discussion for the article before I received this news as I put my 
feet on the floor for the first time that day.  It felt like a kick in the gut.  It was a natural and 
normal reaction to such news.  What I did not expect and what gave first light to this 
message was grabbing the gas pump handle at the Sprint Mart as I headed to the North 
Mississippi Medical and then to Collierville, Tennessee to close on my Mom and Dad’s house 
back in Tennessee.  It was a destination I knew my siblings and I were heading to because 
we had been working on this closing for more than two years. But when I touched that gas 
pump handle, the reality became clear.  Emotions came flooding in.

A new season of my life had begun.  I was already planning on a trip to Tennessee to visit my 
sister and the only thing that changed was my destination and some ink from an ink pen.  
However, the reality of the moment fell like an autumn shower.   I was entering the autumn of 
life.  What does grabbing a gas pump have to do with the autumn of life?  Well, in a real 
sense nothing.  My suspicion is that the gas pump was the first place I paused long enough 
to let the weight of the situation sink in. This was the last time I would head to Tennessee 
with a place that I belonged.  A place where I had some type of ownership, a place called 
home. 

I am not the first to experience this transition and I certainly will not be the last.  It appears 
only the youngest and eldest of six the Willard and Eva Wilburn siblings experienced the 
heaviness of this transition.  This was not a bad heaviness.  It is what Mom and Dad would 
have wanted.  In the moments following the fill-up, the realization that I had now fully 
transitioned from the summer of life to the autumn came into full focus.  This transition is not 
a terrible thing.  Most of us are fearful of the winter of life but I learned a long time ago that 



  MEADVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH NOVEMBER, 2019

winter is not a “dead” time.  Winter is a time when the earth renews, waters and readies for 
the coming of spring and new life when crops are planted in anticipation of the harvest.   
Autumn offers us a beautiful transition from the lushness of summer crops to the time of 
harvest which precedes the bleakness or the beauty that winter can become.  

The truth is that life is full of transitions.  We will begin our worship in November with those 
who are still grieving those who moved from the winter of life to the new life born from the 
eternal spring.   This is not a terrible transition for those headed to the eternal spring.   It is a, 
however, a difficult time of life for those left behind, regardless of their season of life.   The 
time from the spring of life to the winter of life is fleeting.  Sometimes the seasons seem to 
sneak up on us.  That is what happened on that autumn Thursday in early October of 2017. I 
had no idea that autumn had come.  

The summer of my youth had now passed.  It is not a bad thing.  The new owners of my 
Mom and Dad’s home will take good care of what used to be my home.   My Mom and Dad 
who have passed from winter to the spring of new life have to be overjoyed at the transitions 
that have taken place.  My heart is glad.  The plan for humanity includes all seasons of life.  
Autumn will bring cooler weather and beautiful sunsets and colorful scenery.   Autumn can be 
a time for a slower pace and more time to enjoy the glory of God’s creation.  These all 
provided by the one who” sends the rain in autumn and spring.” 

In this season of Autumn, we will celebrate those who have entered the season of the spring 
of new life.  We prepare for the coming year of ministry by approving the preparations made 
in these last couple of months aw we prepare for Charge Conference.  We will celebrate 
Christ the King or the Reign of Christ Sunday and the recognition of the Lordship of Christ in 
our life.  Finally, one of the things our national leaders got right many years ago, 
Thanksgiving, is our nation’s final act of the Christian year.  Wait preacher, the year doesn’t 
end until December 31st.  The preachers says, “You are correct!”  But the Christian year 
begins with Advent which is the first Sunday in December.   The Christian year begins with 
preparation of the birth of our Lord and ends in the winter of the Christian year with praise of 
the rule of Christ in our life and with a national act of Thanksgiving.  
So the Autumn of our secular year gives way the winter of our Christian seasons.  It is not a 
bad transition.  It is a necessary transition.  It will be filled with the emotions I felt that Autumn 
of a few years ago.  Our journey continues.  We pray that as you journey in through your 
seasons that God “provides rain in autumn and spring and who assures us of a harvest in its 
season.” 

Peace and Joy and Love,                                                                                            

Rev. Rex Wilburn, pastor

“There is a time for everything,

    and a season for every activity under the heavens.”  


Ecclesiastes 3:1
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Camp Wesley Pines 
“Get Outdoors; Get Into Christ”  
For more information, visit Camp Wesley Pines online at:  https://wesleypines.weebly.com 

National Collection Week for Operation 
Christmas Child shoeboxes is Monday, 
November 18 - 25, 2019.

Shoeboxes will be collected again at Meadville 
United Methodist Church.

The scheduled "Hours of Operation" are:

Monday          November 18    2:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday         November 19    2:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday    November 20    2:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Thursday        November 21    2:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Friday             November 22    2:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday         November 23   11:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m.
Sunday           November 24    2:00 - 5:00 P.M.
Monday          November 25     8:00 - 11:00 a.m.

We will load shoebox cartons and transport them 
to Southwest Community College by
11:00 a.m. on the 25th.  If you would like to 
volunteer during Collection Week, please
call me at 769-244-1440.
REMEMBER:   Through Samaritans Purse 
Opperation Christmas Child Ministry,
every 16 seconds a person accepts Jesus The 
Christ as their 
Savior.

Praise God,

Joe Bowlin
OCC Drop Off 
Coordinator

https://wesleypines.weebly.com
https://wesleypines.weebly.com


  MEADVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH NOVEMBER, 2019

Sundays at MUMC: 
9:45 A.M. Sunday School
11:00 A.M.  Morning Worship
4:00 P.M. Intercessors
5:15 P.M. Bible Study

Weekly at MUMC: 
Thursday - 

4:00 P.M. 
Prison Ministry

Friday - 10:00 A.M. - Sewing & 
Quilting Group

10 A.M. Jolly 
Elders

10 A.M. Jolly Elders   
 2-5 P.M. OCC 

Drop-off 
6 P.M. Emmaus 

Group

10 A.M. Jolly 
Elders

10 A.M. Jolly 
Elders

10 A.M. Jolly 
Elders

10 A.M. Jolly 
Elders

2-5 P.M. OCC 
Drop-off

All Saints 
Sunday

Happy 
Thanksgiving

Admin 
Council 

Luncheon

Veteran’s 
Day

2-5 P.M.
OCC Drop-

off

2-5 P.M.
OCC Drop-

off

2-5 P.M.
OCC Drop-

off

11-2 P.M.
OCC Drop-

off

2-5 P.M.
OCC Drop-

off

8-11 A.M.
OCC Drop-

off



MUMC Staff 

Pastor,  
Rev. Rex Wilburn 

Director of Music,  
Pat Jones 

Office Manager, 
Samantha Sivils 

MUMC 
P.O. Box 548 
101 First St. S 
Meadville, MS 39653 
601.384.2936 
office@meadvilleumc.com 
www.meadvilleumc.com  

Find us online: 
Facebook - MeadvilleUMC 
Twitter - @meadville_umc 
Instagram - meadvilleumc 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
November 01 Terry Oglesby
November 03 Leila Ray
November 03 Heidi Holt
November 05 Ed McCormick
November 08 Lindsay Smith
November 15 Robert Carmona
November 16 Ruby Caroline Smith
November 19 Maddie Freeman
November 19 Dain Poore
November 22 Callie Sullivan
November 23 David Abadie
November 28 Bubba Gabbert
November 28 Eddie Shelton
November 29 Holli Bizarro

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
November 6 Tyler & Mary Kathryn Williamson
November 8 Jody & Tiffany Herring
November 11 David & Suzie Abadie
November 13 Bubba & Susan Gabbert
November 17 Tommy & Samantha Sivils
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COLEMANISM: 

Greatness lies not in being strong, 
but in the right use of strength.   

“Have I not commanded you? Be 
strong and courageous. Do not be 

afraid; do not be discouraged, for the 
Lord your God will be with you 

wherever you go.” 
Joshua 1:9

mailto:office@meadvilleumc.com
http://www.meadvilleumc.com
mailto:office@meadvilleumc.com
http://www.meadvilleumc.com
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