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Ephesians 4:12-13...”His purpose was to equip God’s people for the work of serving and 
building the body of Christ.” (CEB)

Today we are basking in the afterglow of an amazing three days of revival.  Our bodies are 
tired, our minds are satisfied, and our souls are filled to overflowing.  It would be easy to sit 
back and wait on All Saints Day for our next jolt of energy in worship and reflection on the 
community of Christ that we call Meadville United Methodist Church.

The error of that mindset is that there is no moment that Christ tells us to relent in spiritual 
growth and fruitful ministry.   We are to be fervent and persistent in forging ahead in 
ministry.   This subject is so critical at this time of year because we are entering a time of 
full preparation for Charge Conference.  

The purpose of Charge Conference is not to get mundane reports turned in to the district 
office, though at times it seems that is the only purpose.  Charge Conference’s design 
should not be merely reporting on what the church has accomplished for our Lord but also 
reviewing those accomplishments for effectiveness and also preparing for the 
accomplishments for the year to come.  It takes a lot of work, a lot of discernment, a lot of 
determining if the ministries fit with the mission God has given us for our church.  More 
critically, what do we measure our church against?

The Church of England measured the Methodist ministry of John and Charles Wesley and 
found they did not measure up well.  What was their deficiency?  The Methodists had too 
much “enthusiasm” which manifested in convulsions, visions, and healings.  They fell short 
because they “claimed special powers” like those of the apostles.   Secondly, since they 
purported “justification by faith”, they were perceived as neglecting the ministry of good 
works.  Thirdly, they had the audacity to accept men (persons) of all denominations to join 
their societies which, God forbid, were controlled and led by lay persons.  Fourthly, the 
clergy (including Wesley) did “field preaching” which means they went to the undesirable 
masses (what I call the “stinky” people) that would not be welcome in the high-browed 
Anglican Church.  Fifth, the Methodists had the audacity to trust the pulpit to lay preachers.  
In other words, the ministry of the Methodists was completely unacceptable to the high-
browed, mundane, spiritless Anglicans. (The Reasonable Enthusiast, 207-212)
John Wesley defended his position by taking the “higher ground of obedience to God and 
the imperative of soul-saving.”  In fact, Wesley and the Methodists had patterned their 
ministry after the Acts 2 church and the works of the early church Fathers.  What did this 
ministry look like?
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They did ministry to the poor.  They educated the children in the work houses.  They took 
food to the needy.  They provided wool and other materials to make clothes and other 
durable goods to wear or sell.  But what was the impetus for this ministry?  They placed 
emphasis on the “love of neighbor” and following Christ’s example.  They followed Acts 10:38 
where it says Jesus “went about doing good and healing.”  John and Charles Wesley 
participated in an extensive prison ministry and were insistent on educating the minds of the 
youth. (Wesley and the People Called Methodists, 99)

The work of the early Methodists can be defined by the description in paragraph 102 of The 
Book of Discipline:

“Concerning “faith and good works”, God’s grace and human activity work together in the 
relationship of faith and good works.  God’s grace calls forth human response and discipline.  
Faith is the only response essential to salvation and salvation evidences itself in good works.”
“Concerning “mission and service”, personal salvation involves Christian mission and service 
to the world.  Scriptural holiness entails more than personal piety; the love of God is always 

linked with the love of neighbor and a passion for justice and renewal of life in the world.”

If you look at what the early Methodists did, you find two remarkable things. 1)  The 
Methodists did not bow to staid institutional church.  Instead, they experimented with working 
in the unfamiliar territory of the unacceptable and there found the gospel of Christ could 
flourish. 2)  Meadville United Methodist Church matches many of the ministries of the early 
Methodists who take their guidance from the Acts 2 church and the early Fathers.  In other 
words, it seems that we size up well in mission and ministry to the early Methodists.  

We will find out how we measure up in the coming weeks as we begin Charge Conference 
preparation in earnest.  The work for some will not be fun. It is likely, like the early Methodists 
that we will be at times frustrated.  But when the work we finished, our proper response is 
thanks and praise to God for the work he has done and for the work he is about to do.

Peace and Joy and Love,
Rex Wilburn, pastor
Meadville UMC

But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking 
such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him 

must worship in spirit and truth.”  John 4:23-24
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COLEMANISM: 
They say love makes the world go ‘round, well let’s be 
sure to keep it spinning!    

Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us 
show the truth by our actions.  1 John 3:18

Brothers and sisters in 
Christ,

I am excited to premiere 
today, my new video blog, 
'Reflections.' 

In our increasingly fast-
paced world, we don’t 
take time to slow down, 
leave behind the noise of 
news and social media 
and set apart quiet time to 
talk with God and hear 
His voice. ‘Reflections,' a 
video blog set to air every 
two weeks, is an 

opportunity to commit to regular devotion and discernment on how we can grow as disciples 
and make disciples in the midst of tension in the world, at our jobs, in our churches and in our 
homes.

Join me today at mississippi-umc.org/reflections in reserving some quiet time to reflect on 
what insights and direction God’s word can offer us.

This premiere webisode focuses on "Reflecting Richly Towards God.”

from the desk of 
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. 

Bishop in Residence 
Mississippi Episcopal Area

http://mississippi-umc.org/reflections
http://mississippi-umc.org/reflections
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David Hester has done a 
beautiful job of bringing the 
flowers out front back to life!  
Thank you, David, for your 

service to the church.

We were blessed to have Greg Scott with Jesus Painter 
Ministries in our morning service on September 15.  Thank 

you, Greg, for sharing your talent and testimony with us!

In His Steps
Laura Bays Gater

“The road is too rough,” I said, “Dear Lord,
There are stones that hurt me so.”
And He said: “Dear child, I understand,
I walked it long ago.”

“But there’s a cool, green path,” I said.
“Let me walk there for a time.”
“No child,” He gently answered me,
“The green road does not climb.”

“My burden,” I said, “is far too great;
How can I bear it so?”
“My child,” said He. “I remember its weight 
---
I carried My cross, you know.”

“But,” I said, “I wish there were friends with 
me
Who would make my way their own.”
“Ah! Yes,” He said. “ Gethsemane
Was hard to face alone.”

And so I climbed the stony path,
Content at last to know
That where My Master had not gone,
I would not need to go.

And strangely then I found new friends;
The burden grew less sore
As I remembered, long ago
He went that way before.

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and 

follow me.  Matthew 16:24
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Operation Christmas Child
Please consider donating any of the following or 
similar toys for OCC shoe box gifts this
Christmas.  Thanks to all who have responded to 
this mission outreach.  Each shoe box gift can be 
viewed as a way of evangelism God uses to 
reach families for Christ.

    Foam ball    Kick ball with pump    
Jacks          Yo-yo           
Frisbee        Crazy eight

    Kite              Etch-a-sketch         
Toy cars       Tennis ball   
Stuffed animal

Camp Wesley Pines News
The new Executive Director and his family, Chap, Kelly, & Jack 
Fenwick, will be meeting the public on October 6 from 3:00 - 5:00 
at Durr Wise Retreat Center.  We hope you will join us in 
welcoming them to Camp Wesley Pines!

Candy Needed!!
MUMC will be participating in this year’s Trunk or Treat as 
part of the Homochitto River Festival.  We are asking that 
if you are able to please make donations of candy for this 
event.  Please candy on the island in the kitchen.  It is 
being anticipated that 500 children will take part in this 
years Trunk or Treat.  MUMC

Central MS Walk to Emmaus
Bro. Rex will be participating in the Central MS Emmaus 
October 24 - October 27.  He will be out of the office those 
days.  He will be available by text and will return calls as soon 
as possible.  In case of emergency, please contact Sue 

Sullivan. 
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Sundays at MUMC: 
9:45 A.M. Sunday School
11:00 A.M.  Morning Worship
4:00 P.M. Intercessors
5:15 P.M. Bible Study

Weekly at MUMC: 
Thursday - 4:00 P.M. - Prison 

Ministry
Friday - 10:00 A.M. - Sewing & 

Quilting Group

10 A.M. Jolly 
Elders

     6 P.M. 
Emmaus 

Group

stars

  Homochitto 
River 

Festival



MUMC Staff 

Pastor,  
Rev. Rex Wilburn 

Director of Music,  
Pat Jones 

Office Manager, 
Samantha Sivils 

MUMC 
P.O. Box 548 
101 First St. S 
Meadville, MS 39653 
601.384.2936 
office@meadvilleumc.com 
www.meadvilleumc.com  

Find us online: 
Facebook - MeadvilleUMC 
Twitter - @meadville_umc 
Instagram - meadvilleumc 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
October 01 Ed Herring
October 01 Sandy Hester
October 06 Emma Claire Stebbins
October 07 Isaac Sivils
October 07 Elliot Stebbins
October 08 Elizabeth Rushing
October 09 George Rushing
October 10 Ed Youngblood
October 13 Victoria Herring
October 15 Ryan Cowart
October 17 Ollie Mae Youngblood
October 18 Andrew Smith
October 18 Howard Herring
October 19 Sharyn Davis
October 19 Ashley Priest
October 20 Libby Shelton
October 25 Jacob Bradford
October 26 John Smith
October 31 Austin McCormick

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
October 7 Matt & Mary Kay Holt
October 9 Gary & Vana Hurst
October 11 Brett & Vista Herring
October 19 Josh & Victoria Herring
October 20 Nathan & Anna Grace Shideler
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CHANGE OF DATES!!
Administrative Council 
Luncheon and the date for 
Charge Conference 
paperwork to be turned in 
have been changed.  As 
soon as we know the firm 
dates, you will be notified by 
text and email.  Please 
watch for that 
announcement.

mailto:office@meadvilleumc.com
http://www.meadvilleumc.com
mailto:office@meadvilleumc.com
http://www.meadvilleumc.com
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