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As I wrote this message about 5 years a man had 
been hit on highway 78 and no one knew who it 
was.  That was not good news.   It hit home 
because I had traveled that stretch of highway on 
the previous Saturday and saw a woman who 
appeared to be scouring the median for belongings 
of someone involved in another wreck some time 
earlier.  As I edit this version of the message, I am 
wrestling after hearing that my daughter, Robin’s, 

second grade teacher and her husband are 
searching for their adult son who vanished into thin air Friday a week ago.   These tragedies 
are not what we want to hear as we approach the holidays.  We want to hear good news 
during this holy season.  We cringe when tragic scenes bring us sadness.

There are few guarantees in the build-up to Christmas Day.  However, there is 
Peace, Hope, Joy and Love!  “I bring you GOOD NEWS…your Savior is born today.”   The 
good news comes even when bad news strikes.  It was not a pristine delivery ward that our 
Savior was born in but an unsanitary stable which may have been in a carved out cave.   
There was no welcoming party, there was no nurse, there was no doctor.  It was two very 
young people scared and alone.  Or were they?  

The Advent readings indicate that Mary and Joseph were far from alone on that 
blessed night so long ago.  It was during preparation for a program of children and youth at 
Shiloh UMC that I was introduced to the song, “The Friendly Beasts.”  The song depicts that 
manger scene from the eyes of the animals.  It states that Jesus was “born in a stable rude, 
and the friendly beasts around him stood.”  The donkey “carried his mother to Bethlehem 
town.” The white and red cow “gave him her manger for his bed…(and) hay to pillow his 
head.”   The sheep “gave wool for his blanket warm…he wore my coat on Christmas morn.”  
The dove “cooed him to sleep.”  

It is the sweet melody of legend but also of the nature of the birth of Christ.  The wise, 
rich, prestigious, privileged and discerning were either unaware or unimpressed with the 
glorious birth which brought great good news.   But those which the wise, rich, prestigious, 
privileged and discerning consider to be dumb and irrelevant gloried in the unnoticed birth of 
our Lord.  Please do not hear this as the birth of Christ brings salvation that will exclude the 
wise, rich, prestigious, privileged, and discerning.  The good news is that it is for them that 
he came.   The salvation of Christ is not just for those like us.  It is not just for those who 
recognize his majesty.   The good news is that Christ came to offer salvation for all. 

 

Luke 2:10-11…”Look!  I bring 
good news to your—
wonderful, joyous news for 
all people.  Your Savior is 
born today in David’s city. He 
is Christ the Lord. ” (CEB)
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While Santa and the elves
Are taking a little rest
I have searched for Rudolph
To take his flying test

That sly young buck can disappear
And hide where he can’t be found
But he really gets his nose aglow
When Christmas rolls around.

The mice are busy playing 
On the rafters that they tread
And Santa is in for a big surprise
When one lands on his head!

Now, if I don’t get to see you
I’d like to stop and say
May you receive a blessing
On this holy Christmas Day!

Merry Christmas!  
Margaret Chatham

My suspicion is that bad news will creep into someone’s Christmas in the form of tragedy, 
illness, brokenness or death.  I hope it is not in our immediate midst, not to wish ill on anyone 
else, but rather I don’t want to have to be “inconvenienced” in my pursuit of the good news.   
The truth is even in tragedy you cannot diminish the good news.   The fact is we will have 
those who have experienced loss and tragedy in our very presence during this Advent and 
Christmas season.  However, because of the good news, Peace, Hope, Joy and Love can 
reign even in the presence of grief and sadness.  

It was two days after Christmas on Sunday afternoon that Willard Wilburn, my Dad, had his 
heart attack.  He was in his second hospital in two and a half hours at what is now Methodist 
University hospital.  By midnight, the angioplasty was finished, and he looked as if nothing 
was wrong.  At 2:11pm on Wednesday I was called at my office and told I needed to get to 
Methodist hospital as quickly as possible.  After completing his walk after his midday meal, as 
he sat on the bed he collapsed and according to doctors was dead before he hit his pillow.  
On the last day of December, my life was forever changed.   The next Christmas was difficult 
because the joy he brought to the Christmas celebration was such that it affected the whole 
family.  Since that time, the joy he brought lives on.  The reason the joy lives on is because 
his joy came from having received the good news and wasn’t afraid to pass it on.   “Your 
Savior is born today in the city of David. He is Christ the Lord.”  Now that’s good news!

Merry Christmas!
Rev. Rex Wilburn, pastor
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Jolly Elders’ Annual Christmas Pageant  
Sunday, December 15, 2019 at 5:00 P.M. 

The gang is back with the most anticipated 
program of the Christmas season!!  Join us as 
we are reminded what Christmas is all about 
from our favorite country cousins.  

 Bring your favorite finger food to share  
afterward for a time of fellowship! 

Prior to Barbara 
Herring’s passing, 
she suggested this 
book as a 
recommendation for 
the newsletter.  Due 
to space constraints, 
we have been unable 
to run it previously.  

Description from site 
page:
“Do you want to 
enhance your 
spending time with 
the Lord? Did you 
know that you can 
read and meditate on 
a devotional while 
reverently sitting with 
the very one who 

selected the devotional topic and the scripture used-
God? The Anchor Holds provides a way. God gave the 
topics and verses to author and deacon Ron Crowe, 
leading him through the writing of each devotional. The 
devotionals are meaningful, invigorating, spiritual, and 
interesting, and each devotional has an "Action" section 
to guide you in applying God's thoughts, which will glorify 
Him. When you purchase The Anchor Holds, you will 
bring glory to God-as all book profits go to assisting in 
financing mission and evangelism activities. So, both the 
purchase of The Anchor Holds and the reading, 
meditating on, and applying of each devotional thought 
glorifies God, moves you closer to Him, and blesses 
you.”
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Sundays at MUMC: 
9:45 A.M. Sunday School
11:00 A.M.  Morning Worship
4:00 P.M. Intercessors
5:15 P.M. Bible Study

Weekly at MUMC: 
Thursday 
4:00 P.M. -Prison Ministry

Friday 
10:00 A.M. - Sewing & Quilting Group

10 A.M. Jolly 
Elders

10 A.M. Jolly 
Elders

10 A.M. Jolly 
Elders 2 P.M. Jolly 

Elders @ 
The Aspen

5 P.M. 
Jolly Elder’s
Christmas 
Play

12 P.M. Shower/
Luncheon 

McComick/
Weathers

10 A.M. Jolly 
Elders

10 A.M. Jolly 
Elders



MUMC Staff 

Pastor,  
Rev. Rex Wilburn 

Director of Music,  
Pat Jones 

Office Manager, 
Samantha Sivils 

MUMC 
P.O. Box 548 
101 First St. S 
Meadville, MS 39653 
601.384.2936 
office@meadvilleumc.com 
www.meadvilleumc.com  

Find us online: 
Facebook - MeadvilleUMC 
Twitter - @meadville_umc 
Instagram - meadvilleumc 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
December 02 Mia Fleming
December 03 Ben Cowart
December 07 Carla McLemore
December 08 Samantha Sivils
December 12 Debra Blackwell
December 14 John Robert Kimbrough
December 15 Jaden Sivils
December 20 Jack Williamson
December 21 Carly Fleming
December 21 Preston Shelton
December 23 Marsha Webb
December 24 Grady Fleming
December 24 Bob Kimbrough
December 24 Betty Wilkinson
December 27 Tommy Sivils
December 27 Maxton Smith
December 30 Megan Tomlinson
December 30 Ric Wege

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
December 22 Steve & Sue Sullivan
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COLEMANISM: 

If the grass looks greener on the 
other side of the fence, you can 

bet the water bill is higher. 

I know what it is to be in need, and I know 
what it is to have plenty. I have learned the 

secret of being content in any and every 
situation, whether well fed or hungry, 

whether living in plenty or in want.  I can 
do all this through him who gives me strength.  

Philippians 4:12-13 
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