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In a couple of weeks, our children and 
Jolly Elders will be seen parading around 
town.   They will be a part of the Meadville 
St. Patrick’s Day celebration.  There will 
be smiles, beads, candy and lots of green.  
It is an annual celebration for Meadville 
and the Jolly Elders (until the very recent 
past) have been right there following the 
parade route, sharing smiles, beads, love 
and fun.  St. Patrick’s Day is in its very 
essence a celebration of Irish culture.

St. Patrick’s Day began in the 17th century as a “Feast Day” which meant it was a religious 
celebration commemorating the death of St. Patrick on March 17, 461 (there is some 
question of the exact year of St. Patrick’s death).  However, what we see in the United 
States with the Chicago River being turned green and bars and taverns serving green beer, 
it does not feel nor look like a religious holiday.

In fact, surrounded by  the many myths and legends of St. Patrick, there are several truths 
that some may not know about St. Patrick’s Day.  First, St. Patrick was born in Britain to a 
rich family.  Irish raiders attacked Patrick’s home and he was captured at age 16 and 
carried back to Ireland (likely to County Mayo) where he remained for six years.  

Patrick worked as a shepherd, outdoors and constantly away from people.  From his 
writings we glean that it was his loneliness and fear that turned Patrick to religion.  After 
becoming a devout Christian, Patrick wrote that he prayed day and night.  One night, in a 
dream, what Patrick believed was God’s voice spoke to him and told him the time was now 
for his escape in order that he may leave Ireland.  Patrick walked nearly 200 miles from 
County Mayo to reach the Irish coast.  From there he made his way back to Britain. 

Back in Britain, He reported receiving a second revelation from God this time by an angel in 
a dream telling him to return to Ireland as a missionary.  Patrick immediately began his 
religious training which took fifteen years.  

After ordination as a priest, he was sent to Ireland with a two-fold purpose:  1) to minister to 
the Christians already living in Ireland and 2)  to begin to convert the Irish.  This would 
mean that Patrick did not introduce Christianity to Ireland but enhanced Christianity’s 
presence through his God-given ministry (History.com).  

St. Patrick’s style of ministry was unique.  Patrick incorporated Irish tradition and culture 
into his Christian teaching instead of attempting to eradicate native Irish beliefs.   

Matthew 28:19-20 19 Therefore, go 
and make disciples of all na6ons, 
bap6zing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to obey 
everything that I’ve commanded you. 
Look, I myself will be with you every day 
un6l the end of this present age.”  (CEB)
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Examples of this incorporation were:  1) He used bonfires to celebrate Easter since the Irish 
were accustomed to honoring their gods of fire.  2)  He superimposed a sun, a powerful Irish 
symbol, onto the Christian cross so that this important Christian symbol would seem more 
natural to the Irish.  

Most Irish practiced a nature-based religion.  Irish culture was based largely on a rich 
tradition of oral legend and myth, thus the idea that he banished snakes from Ireland and 
other myths.  The truth is, if there had ever been snakes in Ireland, they were likely wiped 
out by the Ice Age.  

Another important truth is St. Patrick was never officially canonized by the Catholic Church 
(the official process of sainthood).  It was not his fault.  When he died, there was no official 
process for being blessed as a saint by the Church. It was by popular, public acclamation 
that he was declared a saint.   But what was so noteworthy for St. Patrick?   Reportedly, he 
baptized 120,000 people and founded 300 churches throughout Ireland  (Crosswalk.com).  
One of his teaching tools was the 3-leaf clover.  He used it to teach the Trinity, “God the 
Father, Jesus the Son and the Holy Spirit – yet they are one, yet three.”

Insight is given into Patrick’s view of life and ministry in a portion of a prayer attributed to 
him:

 “Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me.”   

It is not leprechauns, green beer, shamrocks or the banishing of snakes we celebrate.  We 
celebrate a man that under difficult and harsh circumstances found Christ, listened to the 
voice of God, became educated in the things of God and His Church then returned to the 
land of his cruel punishment, not to offer vengeance but to offer them the love of Christ while 
incorporating their familiar cultural traditions.  

On March 17, 2020, on a “float” filled with children and Jolly Elders, there will be smiles, 
beads, candy and lots of green.  Actually, it will be a bunch of folks (young and old) offering 
Christ in the midst of a fun, mid-Lent celebration.  I don’t know whether 120,000 people will 
be saved and 300 new churches started but I do know this, God will be there enjoying the 
celebration with us as we take Christ into the midst of our culture.

Peace and Joy and Love,

Rex Wilburn, pastor
Meadville UMC
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News That Devastates
By Bonny Mulder-Behnia  (Submitted by Cindy Jones) 

I cried out to God for help; I cried out to God to hear me.  Psalm 77:1
The phone call. The knock on the door. The doctor’s words. The death pronouncement. 
Many of us can remember times in our lives when we received news that we immediately 
knew would change the course of our future. Waves of dread ran through our bodies, and 
we could barely stand. “Oh, God!”

For followers of Christ, calling out to our God—the source of our life and strength and 
hope—is a natural response to shock, fear, disbelief, and grief. Sometimes “Oh, God!” is 
all we can say as our mind races and our world blurs. It’s our 911 call to the God of the 
universe.

One of the wonderful things about the Psalms is that, by example, we are granted 
permission to cry out to God in desperation. It’s human to fear death when we’re 
diagnosed with cancer. And it’s human to want to die when we lose a precious child or 
spouse. God’s people are not required to be stoic in difficult times. Instead, we are invited 
to collapse into the arms of God, who will hold us tightly, catch our tears, and carry us 
through whatever lies ahead.

The writer of this psalm does not rush to resolution but lingers in the distress and 
sleeplessness of overwhelming grief. He merely asks God to help and to hear. And that’s 
more than enough.

Oh, God, sometimes life hits us with such hard blows that we can barely breathe. Thank 
you that when we feel overwhelmed with fear or grief, you hear our cries and come near 
to us. Amen.

I’m not good at writing thank you notes but did want to say it was so nice to open the 
Hospitality House for people to use.  I know it probably gets old at times but for people out 
of town it means so much.

I wanted to send a small token of appreciation from our family.  If nothing else put it on the 
light bill.  

Please ask everyone to continue to pray for Lisa.

In Christ Love,
The Bobbie Shirley Family



Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to provide flowers for a 
Sunday service in honor of someone, 
please notify the church office.  A list will 
be available in the church office to sign up 
for specific weeks for floral arrangements.  
Dates will be reserved on a first come first 
served basis. For more questions, contact 
Sue Sullivan.  
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Kendall Taylor 
& 

Josh Bradford 
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St. Patrick’s Day
The MUMC Jolly Elders and children are 
going to participate in Meadville’s St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade.  If you have items that 
can be used for decorating the float, please 
see Stephenie Sullivan or Madelene Carter.  

Social Media
Stay connected between services!  MUMC is on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.  
(Oftentimes, you will have to go directly to the church’s page as it does not always appear in the 
Facebook feed.  The more you interact with the accounts, the more often they show up in what you 
view.)  Online accounts are found at: 

 Facebook - MeadvilleUMC        Twitter - @meadville_umc       Instagram - meadvilleumc
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Sundays at MUMC: 
9:45 A.M. Sunday School
11:00 A.M.  Morning       

       Worship
4:00 P.M. Intercessors
5:15 P.M. Bible Study

Weekly at MUMC: 
Wednesday 4:00 P.M.  

Prison Ministry
Thursday 4:00 P.M. 

Prison Ministry
Friday 10:00 A.M.  
Sewing & Quilting 

Group

10 A.M. Jolly 
EldersSPRING 

FORWARD!!

Bradford/
Taylor Bridal 

Luncheon

Meadville’s 
St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade



MUMC Staff 

Pastor,  
Rev. Rex Wilburn 

Director of Music,  
Pat Jones 

Office Manager, 
Samantha Sivils 

MUMC 
P.O. Box 548 
101 First St. S 
Meadville, MS 39653 
601.384.2936 
office@meadvilleumc.com 
www.meadvilleumc.com  

Find us online: 
Facebook - MeadvilleUMC 
Twitter - @meadville_umc 
Instagram - meadvilleumc 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
March 02 Jimmy Jones
March 04 Dixie Clay
March 04 Caecillia Colson
March 16 Ky Freeman
March 18 Charlie Herring
March 18 Landon Furlow
March 18 Kyle McCormick
March 19 McRae Clay
March 19 Vista Herring
March 20 Betty Youngblood
March 21 Shelly Cowart
March 22 Stephanie McCormick
March 22 Emily Smith
March 24 Myra Herring
March 30 Jody Herring

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
March 8 Darrell & Rebecca Rylee
March 25 Dain & Morgan Poore 
March 29 Eddie & Libby Shelton
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Colemanism: 
A people who values its privileges above 
its principles soon lose both.

“Be on guard. Stand firm in the faith. 
Be courageous. Be strong.”   

1 Corinthians 16:13

don’t forget to 
set your clock 
one hour 
ahead sunday, 
March 8! 
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MAY THE ROAD RISE UP TO MEET YOU. 

MAY THE WIND BE ALWAYS AT YOUR BACK. 

MAY THE SUN SHINE WARM UPON YOUR FACE; 

THE RAINS FALL SOFT UPON YOUR FIELDS, 

AND UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN, 

MAY GOD HOLD YOU IN THE PALM OF HIS HAND. 

( I R I S H  B L E S S I N G )

 


