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1 Peter 5:7….Throw all your anxiety onto him, because he cares about you.
Philippians 4:4-7….4 Be glad in the Lord always! Again I say, be glad! 5 Let your 
gentleness show in your treatment of all people. The Lord is near. 6 Don’t be anxious 
about anything; rather, bring up all of your requests to God in your prayers and 
petitions, along with giving thanks. 7 Then the peace of God that exceeds all 
understanding will keep your hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus.

These are anxious times.  They were anxious times long before this thing called COVID-19 
ever arrived literally on our doorstep.  The parsonage family became very conscious of the 
anxiety of the day as we headed to north Mississippi for a medical appointment for Pam and 
Matthew, a meal with the mother (Sarah) and father (Mike) of Matt Moss who is our daughter 
Robin’s soon-to-be husband.  Friday was to be a day of relaxation after a week of chaos as 
our church leaders decided to follow the request from our U. S. President to cease 
gatherings for 15 days.  Robin’s bridal shower with the Wilburn family was Saturday and so 
we would attend that and then come back to Meadville so Bro. Rex could be at the church at 
10:00am on Sunday to oversee and offer instruction as we opened the church sanctuary for 
folks to pray.

Before ever reaching the first destination, a text message was received but not found until 
they were closing in on that destination.  A phone call to the number after the message was 
found revealed that Pam’s Mom had passed away.  Even if the parsonage family had gotten 
the message at the time it was sent, they would not have made it in time before her death.  A 
weekend of some medical attention and relaxation turned to grief and anxiousness.  The day 
of Friday relaxation became the day for funeral arrangements.  Some of the siblings insisted 
on a public service in Ripley, MS that by funeral time went from one COVID-19 case to 
seven.  That decision meant Pam, who is at high-risk due to her auto-immune disease, could 
not attend her mother’s funeral.  Bro. Rex because of the angst in the arrangement making 
was also emotionally and spiritually unable to record and post on our church Facebook page 
the week’s message as intended.   

Upon returning to Meadville, life was different.  By now, the seriousness of the coronavirus 
pandemic was becoming evident.  The two-week pause appeared to be just the beginning.  
The anxiety became so thick that Bro. Rex struggled as he worked to help the church live in 
a way it has never lived before.  He almost reached out to a saint of the church but before he 
did, the saint reached out to him letting him know the depth of prayers that had been offered.  
“Throw all of your anxiety onto him” the I Peter 5:7 text tells us.  “Bring up all your requests 
to God” says Paul to the church at Philippi.  
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“Well, yeah, Paul but yesterday, Robin had to cancel her wedding!”  And Paul replies, “Be 
glad in the Lord always!  Again I say, be glad!”  Are you serious Paul?  Be glad!  “Yes, be 
glad.  Because God has got this.”  Bro. Rex told Robin early this week that the day will come 
when she will look back at the changed plans and laugh at herself.  Not because she was 
foolish in any of the planning, but because she will see what God was doing.  

All of us are anxious as we are living like we have never lived before.  We are not just 
anybody living as we have never lived before.  We are the Church.  The Bride of Christ.  He 
commands us, “Do not be troubled.  Trust in God.  Trust also in me.”  (John 14:1)  “The 
peace of God that exceeds all understanding will keep your hearts and minds safe in Christ 
Jesus.” (Phil. 4:7)  These are anxious times.  However, anxious doesn’t get to tell the story.  
Trusting that God will provide for our every need will tell the story.  God will provide even the 
toilet paper and hand sanitizer.  He has done it for a long time.   All the ancient Israelites 
needed to do as they wandered in the wilderness was take what food they needed for that 
day.  God would provide again tomorrow.  That promise has never changed.  I Peter 5:7 
assures us, God does this “because he cares about you.”

Peace and Joy and Love,
Rex Wilburn, pastor
Meadville UMC

"Calvary is the story of the law 
colliding with grace. It’s the 
story of you and I not ge"ing 
what we deserve. It’s the story 
of hope emerging from the 
darkness and new life thriving 
in spite of sin. It’s a story of 
our mistakes and His mercy, 
our debts and His ransom, our 
separation and His victory. 
Calvary covers it all."   
                  - Rueben Morgan
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So Thankful!

Submitted by Cindy Jones
 
Scripture Reading — Luke 7:36-50

She began to wet his feet with her tears. Then 
she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and 
poured perfume on them. — Luke 7:38

A sinful woman met Jesus. She gave Jesus an 
extravagant gift of gratitude by washing his feet 
and pouring perfume on them. Simon the 
Pharisee knew that this woman was sinful, and 
he didn’t think it was right for Jesus to accept a 
gift like that from such a woman.

But Jesus said that the woman’s sinfulness was 
all the more reason for him to accept her gift. 
Because she had been forgiven such great sin, 
her gratitude and love for Jesus was also great.

We might read this story and imagine ourselves 
as the Pharisee. We might sense Jesus calling 

us to be more accepting of sinners. But what is 
even more important is to imagine ourselves as 
the woman. Every one of us has sinned greatly 
and needs to be forgiven by Jesus. Because 
every one of us is offered forgiveness by Jesus, 
we all have reason to show abundant love and 
gratitude to him, as this woman did.

Jesus has shown us all so much forgiveness—
more than we even know. So let us give thanks 
to him and pour out our life as a fragrant offering 
to the Lord. “Walk in the way of love, just as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to 
God” (Ephesians 5:2).

Prayer

God, we confess that we have sinned much, 
and you have forgiven us much. We can never 
repay you, yet we offer our whole lives to you in 
gratitude and joy. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Giving When We Are not Gathering 
Please be aware that even though we are not gathering on Sunday morning for worship that 
Meadville United Methodist Church s<ll has obliga<ons to meet.  At prin<ng <me, we have received 
five <thes since we stopped gathering on March 22, 2020.   
We want you to be aware of the ways you can give.  Tammy Torrey has been looking for ways to make 
it as easy as possible for you to give.   
Here are the ways you can give: 

1)  You may send your check to the church office.   The office is s<ll func<oning and these <thes 
will be received.  With the Shelter-in-Place order beginning at 5:00pm Friday, April, 3, 2020, 
we ask you not to bring it to the office.   

2) Tammy is making available forms for direct deposit.  These will need to be signed, notarized 
and return to Tammy so she knows who is giving what amount.  The statement will only list 
the mount of the check. 

3) You may pay through you Bill Pay tab on your on-line banking page.  For Bank of Franklin 
customers it is located on the menu bar near the top leR of the page. 

4) We are working a link to be put on the Meadville UMC web-site to Tithely.  Tammy has put 
through a small test payment to open the account.  It could take up to ten days for it to work 
through as many churches are seeking ways for on-line giving.  We let you know when it is 
open and ready for use.  We will no<fy you by text and by e-mail.   

Thanks for your faithfulness In these trying <mes.   Tithing is one way for us to stay connected.  If 
the pandemic has kept you from working, please know we understand and want you to let us 
know how we can help.  It will take us all with the presence of the Almighty God, to get through 
these troubling <mes.  Thanks for your faithfulness!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
April 02 Harold Spring
April 07 Chris Sullivan
April 08 David Hester
April 11 Rex Wilburn
April 12 Marc Colson
April 13 Sonny Dickey
April 13 Leah Crawford 
April  18 Ken Posey
April 20 Suzie Abadie
April 20 James Ray
April 21 Joddie Spring
April 22 Leslie Flowers
April 23 Brett Herring
April 26 Madelene Carter
April 26 Ashley Hammock
April 29 Madge Spring
April 30 Cody Jeffus

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
April 4 Ed & Stephanie McCormick
April 9 Shelly & Jennifer Cowart
April 14 Scotty & Lindsay Smith
April 16 David & Sandy Hester
April 22 John & Michelle Smith
April 29 Bo & Beverly Gabbert
April 29 Austin & Katherine McCormick
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Colemanism: 
Temper is what gets most of us into 
trouble.  Pride is what keeps us there. 

Pride goes before destruction, 
    a haughty spirit before a fall. 

Proverbs 16:18 

mailto:office@meadvilleumc.com
http://www.meadvilleumc.com
mailto:office@meadvilleumc.com
http://www.meadvilleumc.com

