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Acts 16:13 … And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city to the riverside, where 
prayer was customarily made; and we sat down and spoke to the women who met 
there.…. (CEB) 

It has been different.  Not bad, just different. The experience of Holy Week in 20-
minute segments was different.  Not being in Meadville UMC and not taking pictures by the 
Living Cross on Easter was different.  Recording the Easter Mini-Worship in the Midway 
Cemetery on Saturday afternoon was especially different.  The same is said for not seeing 
my daughter, Robin, on Easter for the first time in 30 years and be with my siblings for the 
first time in 58 years was very different.  Conducting meetings by text message was insanely 
different. Finishing our Lenten Bible Study on Zoom Holy Week was a cool kind of different. 

For those who do not like change, different is difficult.  As pastor of Meadville UMC,  
I have had the privilege of witnessing love-in-action by our young adults, sewers, bakers, 
young people and more seasoned folks who have all taken on the Shelter-in-Place dilemma 
and turned it to blessing.  Dozens of cookies in a Cookie Drop, hundreds of masks for 
medical personnel and local folks.  Calls checking on those who are vulnerable so they can 
get what they need without having to put themselves at risk of catching the virus.   

We have also been challenged by how to properly grieve when we can’t properly 
gather. One solution was a 23-car caravan (counted by Ed and verified in video of the 
caravan) to the home of Ed and Betty Youngblood. The “Ride-by” display of love effected all 
involved.  It was an amazing act of agape.   The Mission Fund of MUMC provided $500 of the 
$4,300 that was raised for the Collins Easter tornado working through Pastor Will Lott of the 
Church of God of Bude. 

Though we are separated we are still at work on being the Body of Christ.  There are 
challenges but so far, we have been able to meet them.  Communication has been harder but 
has gotten done through patience and determination.  Very little is being done within the walls 
of the church building but our church family is getting it done outside the walls tending to our 
own and others in the community.   It is harder to take care of our tithe, but we are finding 
ways to get it done. We are missing our weekly interaction but are creating space to see after 
one another in different ways both through social media and through creative personal 
distancing. 

All of us are ready to be back to life as usual.  I am not sure that we will experience that 
for quite a long time.  As a matter of fact, I am not confident we will be together for worship 
any time soon, but I am confident we will continue to worship our Lord in creative and 
amazing ways. It has been harder to lead a virtual church than I could have ever imagined.  
But harder does not mean it has not been good or a blessing.  We have seen the church be 
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the church even when church has looked like nothing we have ever seen before.   As the 
early church was taking form it was Paul and his partners in ministry at Philippi that went 
outside the city to the river where they hoped to find folks in prayer.  It was not the safety of 
the city sanctuary but the open riverbank where the community of God gathered for prayer 
and worship.  Not a house church.  Not a synagogue. Not a temple.  A simple bend in the 
river is where the people of God gathered.   

I hope we don’t have to resort to meeting at a bend in the Homochitto River.  But if we 
do, we will do it well.  We will involve as many as we can.  We will allow God to use us in new 
and exciting ways.  We will lay aside our anxiety and relish being God’s community where we 
are.  Together or apart.  One people serving our Lord as best we can.  It is very possible God 
is using this time to make the church open to doing the work of his kingdom in new ways in 
addition to the tried and true.  It is not for the faint of heart.  It is for the faithful who find a way 
to be the church no matter what may come.  May like Paul we find the faithful in each of the 
twists and turns of life. 

Peace and Joy and Love, 
Rex Wilburn, pastor 
Meadville UMC 

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who 
are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom 
prepared for you since the creation of the world.  For I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in,  I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was 
sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to 
visit me.’ “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when 
did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
something to drink?  When did we see you a stranger and 
invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?  When did 
we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 
 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me.’  Matthew 25:34-40
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MUMC Shows Up and Loves Well in the Face of Uncertainty

2020 has already been “one for the books” in so many ways. No one ever anticipated a 
pandemic in this modern age, but here we are. How life has changed over the last four 
weeks! In the face of such uncertainty and fear for the future, MUMC did what MUMC 
does….show up and love well. 

We put action in loving our neighbor as ourselves.

So many in our church family have donated time and resources for the greater good of our 
community over the last month. To list them all is impossible and I am sure that I will miss a 
few in trying to say “thank you”, but a big shout-out is in order for all that have contributed in 
both big and small ways.  

We have to start with those on the front lines of our community - Our First Responders and 
Healthcare workers – who show up every day with courage and determination. Thank you!

• Bubba Gabbert, FC Sherriff’s Office
• Sue Sullivan, Emergency Room Nurse Practitioner
• Bubba Flowers, Emergency Room Nurse
• Doc Bo Gabbert, MCH Medical Director
• Leigh Beth Hurst, Registered Nurse

Areas of service from our church family have included (but not limited to):
• Sewing Face Masks:  Sue Stebbins, Sarah Stebbins, Emma Claire Stebbins, Myra 

Herring, Theresa Wege, Jean Hollinger, Mary Kay Holt, and Carol Oglesby
• Mask coordination and distribution: Cindy Jones
• Sign & Snacks for MCH: Tammy Torrey, Cindy Jones, and local missions committee
• Easter Egg Hunt:  McRae Clay and Will Halford
• Meals to local first responders:  Cindy Jones and Sue Sullivan
• Operation Cookie Drop: too many to name, but almost everyone in our church! What 

a blessing!
• Palm Branch Delivery: Sue and Stephenie Sullivan
• Front Porch Pictures: McRae Clay and Stephenie Sullivan

We have also been able to come alongside some in our church that have experienced 
inexpressible loss, celebrated milestone birthdays, and have walked through the frustration of 
hospitalization and COVID-19 economic challenges. 

We love you. We see you. We are here for you.

If you have an idea or a need, please reach out and share it. It takes all of us to be the hands 
and feet of Christ to our community. Together, we can accomplish much.

Thank you for serving so well. Stay safe and be well.

- Stephenie Sullivan, Family and Children’s Ministries
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Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, 
as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms. 1 Peter 4:10
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MUMC Staff 

Pastor,  
Rev. Rex Wilburn 

Director of Music,  
Pat Jones 

Office Manager, 
Samantha Sivils 

MUMC 
P.O. Box 548 
101 First St. S 
Meadville, MS 39653 
601.384.2936 
office@meadvilleumc.com 
www.meadvilleumc.com  

Find us online: 
Facebook - MeadvilleUMC 
Twitter - @meadville_umc 
Instagram - meadvilleumc 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
May 01 Daniel Youngblood
May 03 Delores Martin
May 06 Joyce Wilson
May 07 Jennifer Cowart
May 09 Stacye Campbell
May 09 Leo McBride
May 12 Theresa Wege
May 16 Chase Freeman
May 16 Eli Herring
May 16 Joe Bowlin
May 18 Josh Herring
May 19 Opal Bowlin
May 21 Mary Kay Holt
May 25 Tyler Williamson
May 28 Martha Dickey
May 30 Michael Hester
May 31 Barbie Fleming

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
May 5 Gary & Cindy Jones
May 18 Jimmy & Tammy Torrey
May 22 Bill & Debbie Halford
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COLEMANISM 
God doesn’t always choose to flatten 

the mountain, but He has promised to 

help you climb it.
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