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I Kings 19:11-12 ...”11  Then he was told, 
“Go, stand on the mountain at attention 
before God. God will pass by…12 and after 
the earthquake fire, but God wasn’t in the 
fire; and after the fire a gentle and quiet 
whisper.” (The Message)

Elijah was on the run of Jezebel.  He 
was at ropes end and wished to die.  He was 
awakened to eat more than once and then told 
to journey forty days and nights to the mountain 
of God.  He was nourished by the angel before 
the trip and after the trip.  On the mountain he 
encountered God.  Well, in all truth, he 
encountered the backs-side of God as he is told 
God will pass by as he stands outside the cave 
he had found refuge in.  We are not told that 
Elijah ever saw God.  A great wind like a 
hurricane came and God wasn’t in the storm, a 
great earthquake came, and God wasn’t in the 
earth quake, and then fire and still no God.  But 
then, what The Message calls a “gentle and 
quiet whisper” came, and it was God.

Elijah felt all alone as the only defender 
of the faith.  He felt there was no one but him 
even trying.  The “gentle and quiet whisper” of 
God assures him he is not alone but that there 
are seven thousand who have not bowed to 
Baal that he has preserved and not only that, 
God has already chosen Elijah’s successor, a 
man called Elisha. Elisha will carry on the great 
prophetic work done by Elijah.

The moments we are living in today are 
anxious moments.  Two Junes ago our pastor 
was leaving, we were not happy about it and we 
were not yet sure about his successor.  A year 
ago there was great upheaval in the United 
Methodist Church following a not so high 
moment of the special General Conference that 
was two degrees from being a WWE Main 
Event rather than a gathering of the saints of 

God.  This year we are climbing out of the 
confines of COVID-19 with much uncertainty 
ahead.  Just a few minutes ago I heard from Dr. 
Bo Gabbert and a Romanian gypsy village that 
the Romanian mission team has visited is 
fighting dire poverty and hardship as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  We have all had our 
hardships during these difficult days.

If we are not careful, we, like Elijah, will 
begin to think that we are in this alone.  No one 
else is there to carry on the fight.  We risk 
getting distracted by the wind, the ground that is 
shaking beneath us and the fire that seems to 
be trying to consume us.  What are we going to 
do?  Who is going to hear us and help us?

If we are not careful, we will miss that 
“gentle and quiet whisper” saying, “Do what you 
know you are supposed to do. It is as if God is 
saying, “I had Elijah’s back, I have got yours.  I 
will feed your weak body, I will give rest to your 
tired body, and I will show you what I have done 
and what I am about to do.  I have got this.”

It is not easy to walk in the path of the 
unknown.  We fret, stew and worry.  Like Elijah, 
we may even wish for a moment that we would 
just die.  God has got our back and there is a 
“great cloud of witnesses” who have walked 
before us, are walking beside us and who will 
walk after us.  We may never arrive at the 
promised land, but we will arrive where God 
desires us to be as we listen intently to the 
sound of the “gentle and quiet whisper” of God 
amid the chaos.  And we will then know that 
God has got this.

Peace and Joy and Love,                                                                                               
Rex Wilburn, pastor 
Meadville UMC 
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With Love and Gratitude 
Dear Church Family,

“Lord, help us find our way through the changes in our lives.”  This was a plaque which we 
bought when a group from this church went to see The Passion Play in Eureka Springs, AR in 
the Fall of 1992.  Bethany was a Freshman at MS State and we knew the apron strings had 
to be cut.  We have seen many changes in our life these forty-nine years of marriage.  God 
has been faithful to see us through these changes, the good and the bad.

Ed and I have been so humbled by the outpouring of love, compassion, kindness, and 
prayers shown to us by our church family and this community.  Even the COVID-19 virus did 
not stop our church family from reaching out to us in our grief over the unexpected death of 
Bethany.

The “Parade of Lights” was an awesome sight with 23 cars driving 14 miles with lights on and 
Bubba Gabbert driving the lead vehicle with blue lights flashing.  Randy, Sidney, and Daniel 
Youngblood came to see us after a long meeting at the Funeral Home in Brookhaven to make 
arrangements for the viewing and cremation, an emotional time.  They told us they wanted to 
show us something outside and to get in our car and follow them.  We stopped at our 
driveway and got out thinking we were to see an amazing sunset.  We saw the lights and 
cars drive by slowly with signs and people waving and showing us love and spiritual hugs.  
This was the church in action - thinking outside of the four walls - being the church.  Thanks 
to Samantha, the 2 Stephanie’s, and Jennifer Cowart who got this organized.  Our neighbors 
below us and up above us looked out their windows and wondered whose funeral was 
passing by.  The parade made us feel not so alone.  We felt the Holy Spirit wrapping us in a 
wonderful way.

Ed and I appreciate all the beautiful cards sent to us with special messages inside.  The 
phone calls were wonderful to hear voices other than our own voices also.  The meals that 
were organized that week were delicious and it was a nice variety of foods.  Thank you all so 
much!!

It has been a month since Bethany’s death and we are doing well.  Peace has been with us 
from he beginning of this journey and we are trusting God will keep us in the circle of His 
love.

What a blessing this church has been to us as well as Bethany.

Love and prayers attend you all,
Betty & Ed
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
June 04 Josh Dixon
June 04 June West
June 06 Blake Crawford
June 06 Susan Gabbert
June 07 Bubba Flowers
June 07 Stephanie Sullivan
June 08 Steve Sullivan
June 10 Stephenie Sullivan
June 12 Janet Spring
June 12 Ruthie Cochran
June 13 Jeffrey Johnson
June 14 Wells Herring
June 18 Josh Bradford

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
May 5 Gary & Cindy Jones
May 18 Jimmy & Tammy Torrey
May 22 Bill & Debbie Halford
May 26 Chris & Stephanie Sullivan
May 29 George & Elizabeth Rushing
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BACK IN CHURCH
As we begin gathering together again, it will be quite different 
from anything we have ever experienced.  Here are a few of the 
ground rules:

• Do not come if you have a fever or feel ill.
• If you are in an at-risk group (over 60 or underlying illness or 

immuno-suppressed) it is okay to avoid worship until it feels 
safer.

• Face masks are encouraged.  There will be some at the 
church if you do not have one or forget.

• Households may sit together but six feet from others (arms 
length with finger tips not touching)

• Respect the 6 foot distance at all times.
• Hand sanitizer will be at the entrances to the sanctuary.  Use 

before you enter and as you leave.
• There will be no nursery provided during worship.
• Do not gather in the aisles coming in or going out.  
• Seating will be on every other pew.
• This is a new experience and we ask your patience during 

this time.  
• If necessary for spacing, the choir loft and fellowship (minus 

the tables) will be used.

We are excited to come back together with our church family in 
the building and look forward to seeing each of you here!
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