
Meadville Messenger
Rambling Rex

  MEADVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OCTOBER, 2020

A few nights ago I had a friend post an article 
on Facebook from a web-site called “Weird 
History”.  It dealt with the issue of the “worst 
year ever.”  It appears that a group of folks led 
by a Harvard History professor were studying 
coinage of the 7th century.  They kept running 
across data that indicated something significant 
had happened around year 536.  Procopius 

wrote, as he traveled in Sicily that the “sun had taken a very shaded countenance and did not 
glow with its usual warmth as if in a daze.”  It appears a volcanic eruption was strong enough 
in the northern hemisphere to literally block the sun, kicking off a “Little Ice Age.”  There was 
also a volcanic eruption during that time in El Salvador and an El Nino pattern brought 
devastation through flooding to that region.  In China, a yellowish dust rained down that could 
be scooped up by hand.  China also experienced a frost in the middle of summer and snow in 
August that same year.  With crops devastated, a horrific cycle was set in motion that would 
bring plagues (bubonic and others) to the continents of Europe and Asia.  Up to 50 million 
people or more perished.  It was truly a “dark” period of human history.

Many folks are calling 2020 the “worst year ever” yet at this point, though it has been 
at times an unpleasant experience, it has paled in comparison to 536 from which it took 100 
years or so to fully recover.  Some experts say it could take 2-3 years to recover from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, however, I am not sure when that time begins so we are left uncertain 
how long these strange times will continue.  The year is still in progress so we still do not 
know what we have yet to endure but needless to say, there will be a lot of folks who will be 
awake until 12:01am on Friday, January 1, 2021 just to make sure 2020 did indeed say good-
bye to us.

These difficult times in our history are times of transition.  We are shaken out of all of 
our “normal” routines and forced into a way of living we neither are comfortable with nor do 
we desire.  As the church, we have been forced to live in ways that we know are not ways the 
church was designed for, especially with regards to corporate worship and gatherings 
including Sunday School, meals, weddings and funerals.  These will eventually return but we 
have been forced to create new space and ways that will help us be more like the church we 
are designed to be.   We have learned that we should have had a media presence with some 
sort of on-line worship setting long ago.  Even if all things return to what we have known as 
normal, the on-line presence will not go away for me personally as pastor of MUMC.

We have successfully launched our small groups with a few exceptions and we 

Isaiah 43:19....“Behold, I am 
doing a new thing; now it springs 
forth, do you not perceive it?  I 
will make a way in the wilderness 
and rivers in the desert.”  (CEB)
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to work on the exceptions.  These are new things to us, though not to the universal church.   
They create discomfort and for some even hurt.   In the long run, we will be stronger for these 
adaptations in troubled times.  Our scripture text, “Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it 
springs forth…” finds its place in this new day.  For in all of these horrendous times in human 
history, God has always done “a new thing.”  It is the promise of God from the beginning of 
time to always be with us, “even to the end of the age.”  Things will be different.  A few things 
will remain the same.  But where we trust God and follow His “way in the wilderness and 
rivers in the desert,” we will find it to be a better way.  Because it is God’s way leading us out 
of these wilderness times.  He will never leave us nor forsake us, but he will make a better 
way.

Peace and Joy and Love,                                                                                               
Rex Wilburn, Pastor

Small Home Groups kicked off on 
September 20 and have been a welcomed 
change back towards “normal” for so many!  
Thanks for your commitment and 
excitement around a new initiative and 
trusting us with this new direction during a 
pandemic. Through this new direction, we 
have already begun cultivating new 
relationships, reconnecting with current 
friends, and digging deeper into our spiritual 
growth opportunities.

A growing and generous church is 
constantly changing the outward tactics, but 
remain constant on the goal – to spread the 
gospel and make disciples of all people.  
Acts 2 outlines how Jesus and his disciples 
did that very thing and it “added to their 
number” in real, meaningful ways.

A Generous and Growing Church (Acts 2)
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread, and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled 
with awe, and many wonders and signs were 

being performed through the apostles. 44 Now 
all the believers were together and held all 

things in common.45 They sold their 
possessions and property and distributed the 

proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Every day 
they devoted themselves to meeting together in 

the temple, and broke bread from house to 
house. They ate their food with joyful and 

sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying 
the favor of all the people. Every day the Lord 
added to their number those who were being 

saved.

From the beginning of Christ’s Ministry, the 
home has been the central location for 
connection, spiritual growth, and prayer 
among believers.  Jesus was very often 
found at the table in a home discipling and 
encouraging believers in their faith while 
also sharing himself with those who were 
interested. 

This past week, MUMC followed Jesus’ 
example by opening up our homes to small 
groups. May we continue to be faithful at the 
table and in our homes just as Jesus did 
and bear the fruit of intentional discipleship 
as the early church experienced.

If you are interested in joining a small group, 
please call or email the church office: 
601-384-2936 / (office@meadvilleumc.com)



MEADVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH                                          OCTOBER, 2020

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 2020 
REMEMBER:  A SOUL IS SAVED EVERY 15 SECONDS USING OPERATION CHRISTMAS 
CHILD DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING MATERIALS.

National Collection Week is November 16 – 23, 2020.  Drop-off location remains at Meadville 
United Methodist Church (MUMC).  Praise God for Brother Rex Wilburn and the other Saints 
at MUMC.

Hours of Operation
Monday - Sunday 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm
November 16-22, 2020
Monday 8:00 am – 11:00 am
November 23, 2020

With COVID 19, we will alter plans as needed.  We will offer:
1.  Curbside service.  Just stay in your car and we will take care of the rest.
2.  We will offer a pick-up service for those in need.

Shoeboxes collected during 2019:
Franklin County 1,471
USA 8,950,144
Worldwide 10,569,405

Shoebox collection goals for 2020:
Franklin County 1,600
USA 9,200,000
Worldwide 11,000,000

You are so appreciated.  Continue to pray and know that what Franklin County folks do is 
VITAL!!

Samantha Sivils Joe Bowin
Meadville UMC Team Leader
601-384-2936 769-244-1440
office@meadvilleumc.com            opalbowlin@ftcweb.net

We realize things look a little different 
this year and with that in mind, we 
have volunteers that are happy to do 
your shoebox shopping for you!  Call 
the church office during regular 
business hours to make those 
arrangements at 601-384-2936.

mailto:office@meadvilleumc.com
mailto:opalbowlin@ftcweb.net
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Bring your pet to 
Meadville United Methodist Church’s Pavilion on

Sunday, October 4th from 3PM to 5PM
c^�WPeT�cWTXa�_XRcdaTb�cPZT]�®�

0]h�P]S�P[[�_Tcb�PaT�fT[R^\T�®�
Pictures may include multiple pets and their family members. 
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You can choose to have pictures emailed or a printed copy mailed. 

We will be following 
COVID guidelines (therefore 

masks will be required)
and ask that those interested

make an appointment 
by October 2nd by 

calling Samantha Sivils 
at (601) 695-1987

 

Pet Pictures
at the Pavilion



  

MUMC 
P.O. Box 548 
101 First St. S 
Meadville, MS 39653 
601.384.2936 
office@meadvilleumc.com 
www.meadvilleumc.com  

Find us online: 
Facebook - MeadvilleUMC 
Twitter - @meadville_umc 
Instagram - meadvilleumc 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
October 01 Ed Herring
October 01 Sandy Hester
October 06 Emma Claire Stebbins
October 07 Isaac Sivils
October 07 Elliot Stebbins
October 08 Elizabeth Rushing
October 09 George Rushing
October 10 Ed Youngblood
October 13 Victoria Herring
October 15 Ryan Cowart
October 17 Ollie Mae Youngblood
October 18 Andrew Smith
October 18 Howard Herring
October 19 Sharyn Davis
October 19 Ashley Priest
October 20 Libby Shelton
October 25 Jacob Bradford
October 26 John Smith
October 31 Austin McCormick
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Ministry Opportunities

Sunday:
    9:45 - Adult Sunday School
   11:00 - Morning Worship
    4:00  - Intercessors

Thursday
    5:00 - Prison Ministry     

      (Meadville)

Saturday
    5:00 - Prison Ministry (Liberty)

MUMC Staff
Rev. Rex Wilburn, pastor

Pat Jones, worship director

Samantha Sivils, office manager

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
October 7 Matt & Mary Kay Holt
October 9 Gary & Vana Hurst
October 11 Brett & Vista Herring
October 19 Josh & Victoria Herring

COLEMAN-ISM: 

A successful marriage requires 
falling in love many times, 
always with the same person.

mailto:office@meadvilleumc.com
http://www.meadvilleumc.com
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