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Acts 2:42-47…”42 The believers devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the 
community, to their shared meals, and to 
their prayers. 43 A sense of awe came over 
everyone. God performed many wonders and 
signs through the apostles. 44 All the 
believers were united and shared everything. 
45 They would sell pieces of property and 
possessions and distribute the proceeds to 
everyone who needed them. 46 Every day, 
they met together in the temple and ate in 
their homes. They shared food with gladness 
and simplicity. 47 They praised God and 
demonstrated God’s goodness to everyone. 
The Lord added daily to the community those 
who were being saved....” (CEB)  

In the 1770s, Sunday School began as a 
response to the need to supplement the formal 
outreach (assistance) of the church through 
volunteers (lay leadership).  By 1780, some of 
these were sponsored by town committees of 
notables which in Manchester included Roman 
Catholics.   These Sunday Schools eventually 
were incorporated into particular traditions 
(denominations) to insure control over the 
theology as clergy found it difficult to control 
these non-denominational Sunday Schools.  
Instead of being ecumenical/non-
denominational, they became specific to the 
tradition and thus isolated lay involvement in 
Sunday School to those of their own tradition.  
(The Reasonable Enthusiast, 88-105, 318-319) 

 This new, contemporary way (Sunday School) of 
doing things is not new and contemporary to us.  
In the modern day when the unchurched are 
highly suspicious of institutions and particularly 
denominationalism, Sunday School is no longer 
an effective tool in drawing the unchurched into 
our churches.  This does not mean that Sunday 
School is unimportant and doesn’t edify 
(strengthen/undergird) the body of Christ.  It is a 
tool for helping us to understand God’s Word and 
to deepen our faith and walk as we share our 
faith with and for each other.   

 However, since March 22, 2020, Sunday School 
has been unable to meet due to the pandemic.  
So what do we do?  We could wring our sanitizer 
chapped hands, find alternate ways to meet, or 
we can begin to meet in small groups.  John 
Wesley called these small groups classes.  
These small groups, historically, go back to the 
Acts 2 church.  There they met in homes or in 
public spaces. Paul found one such meeting 
place on the bank of a river in Acts 16:13, Lydia 
was converted there. Mary held small group 
gatherings at her house in Acts 12:12, Prisca 
(Priscilla) and Aquila held house church (small 
group) in Romans 16:3, 5, Nympha in 
Colossians 4:15 held small group gatherings at 
her house.  Philemon and Apphia held small 
group gatherings in their home in Philemon 1-2.  
These house churches (small groups) were the 
mechanism that allowed the emerging church of 
Jesus Christ to grow.  Folks were taught how to 
do church in these small groups. They supported 
and nurtured each other, ate together and 
“shared all things in common.” 

In our current pandemic era of the Church, small 
groups offer us a way to avert the constrictions 
of the pandemic on our gathering together for 
Sunday School because at no point in the 
pandemic has a gathering of 6 to 8 people been 
restricted.  Small groups gathering at “home” (or 
as in the case of the early church in some 
instances open public space) allow us to be with 
one another, nurture one another and enjoy the 
company of gathering (“where two or more are 
gathered I will be with you”) and to allow those of 
other traditions or those of no traditions to gather 
with us.  Those who have no church tradition 
(the unchurched) are more likely to share a 
snack, fellowship and study in your home than 
they are to step inside the walls of the meeting 
place for MUMC, a place that is so dear to us 
nurtured within and outside her walls. 

But is all of this Wesleyan?  In the summer of 
1729, the original Holy Club (small group) met 
for the first time. 
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The small group consisted of John and Charles 
Wesley, William Morgan and Bob Kirkham.  They 
read pious books such as the life of De Renty, 
the pious 17th-century Roman Catholic who had 
founded little “companies” and his work “Life” 
became one of John Wesley’s favorite books.  
By 1832, the original “design” for the Holy Club 
was to read the classics on weekdays and 
divinity on Sundays which happened to be 
identical to Wesley’s personal study plan that he 
drew up in 1727.  There were soon several small 
groups meeting at separate colleges varying in 
their closeness of their association with Wesley. 

 Larger circles of small groups and others joined 
in for charitable (outreach/mission) activities and 
others merely sympathized or donated regularly 
to the cause(s). (The Reasonable Enthusiast, 
88-105, 318-319) 

   The Wesleyan classes at Bristol in 1742 were 
divided into neighborhoods with about twelve 
people each plus a leader.  These groups quickly 
identified serious life issues among the small 
groups.  The leaders became spiritual overseers 
for the group.  In other words, the small group 
revealed needs for pastoral care for the church 
and the community she serves.  Accountability 
and discipline became a hallmark of the 
Methodist movement because they cared for the 
mind, body and soul. (Wesley and the People 
Called Methodists, 118-119, 122, 123-24, 139, 
176, 202, 321)   

 But isn’t pastoral care the responsibility of 
the pastor? It is a responsibility of the pastor but 
for it to be done well, the laity (church folks) also 
have a responsibility to look out for one another 
and the pastor should be a resource in helping 
the laity care for one another.  Living out love for 
one another and to those whom God calls us to 
invite into His kingdom is a primary task for the 
church of all ages and eras.   
Since the early Church, God has used small 
groups for this purpose.  Sunday School, bible 
study, Jolly Elders, quilters, jail ministry, VBS, 
and so many more are the small groups where 
this love and care have been lived out in MUMC.  
We are adding to that “home” small groups, not 
to take away from any of these but to enhance 
them by personalizing the ministry of our church 
in a time of severe isolation.  It all is 
encompassed in what Wesley called “practical 
divinity” as he called it -- putting into practice the 
influence from the Catholic influence and the 

little “companies” (small groups) that were 
presented. 

Bishop Horsley, in a sermon from 1790 said, 
“personal holiness is the end; faith is the means.  
Faith may be improved by exercise, but the 
beginning is a ‘distinct gift of God.’ ‘We are 
justified by faith...not on account of any merit in 
our faith, but because faith is the first principle of 
that connexion between the believers soul and 
the Divine Spirit on which our spiritual life 
depends.’  Wesley’s own sentiments could not 
be stated better, especially the general truth 
about holiness and faith.  This is where the small 
groups become vital.  The small groups connect 
not only the MUMC membership but also 
connect MUMC to the community as those who 
would not make their first step of faith into the 
holy place where we love to meet, but will share 
space with their neighbors and eventually, 
accompany them to the holy and sacred space. 
   
We are not reinventing the wheel.  We are 
stepping into our heritage as followers of Christ 
(the early church and home small groups) and 
our Wesleyan heritage in the small groups 
started when John Wesley was teaching on the 
college campus in England.  We are not just 
making the best of a difficult time in our history 
but making the best way for our church as the 
way we do church is being forever changed.   
The purpose is not to do away with sacred 
traditions (i.e. Sunday School) but to enhance it 
through “home” small groups by engaging 
spiritual devotion, persistent gathering, genuine 
care and intentional impact to our community 
and the people who live in our community. 

We look forward to seeing what God is about to 
do as we “devote ourselves to the apostles’ 
teaching, to the community, to the sharing of 
meals, and to our prayers.” Find a place, plug in 
and see what “wonders and signs” God will 
perform.  It is an exciting time. It may even be a 
scary time.  But it is also God’s time.  May we be 
able to “praise God and demonstrate God’s 
goodness to everyone.”  Praise be to God!  

         Rex Wilburn, pastor 
    Meadville UMC
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COLEMAN-ISM 
Always reach for the heavens; if you 
fall short, you’re still among the 
stars.

COLLEGE STUDENTS 
If you know of a college student, 
please email their contact 
information to Stephanie 
McCormick at 
sjmccormick03@yahoo.com.

Operation Christmas Child News 
National Collection Week is November 16-23, 2020.  Meadville UMC will once 
again serve as Franklin County’s drop-off location.   

Hours of operation is tentatively set for:
Monday-Friday November 16-20 2:00-5:00 P.M.
Saturday November 21 1:00-4:00 P.M.
Sunday November 22 2:00-5:00 P.M.
Monday November 23 8:00-11:00 A.M.

We ask that you partner with us in packing shoeboxes.  You can find 
information about what is and is not able to be packed on the Operation 
Christmas Child website at: https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-
christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box/ .

Above all, we covet your prayers.  Prayer warriors are needed to follow the 
Lord’s leadership to pray for:

• Operation Christmas Child     
• Operation Christmas Child Volunteers
• Shoebox gift donors
• Shoebox gifts
• Those receiving shoebox gifts
• The millions who will hear and accept the Gospel of Jesus the Christ
• Those again reach out to others with the Gospel

Praise God for your loving support of Operation Christmas Child.  What is done 
here in Franklin County, Mississippi will have everlasting results all over the 
world!
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Morning 
Worship 
11 A.M.

Morning 
Worship 11/
Small Groups 
Kick-Off

Morning 
Worship 
11 A.M.

Morning 
Worship 
11 A.M.

Prison 
Ministry 
5 P.M.
Prison 
Ministry 
5 P.M.

Prison 
Ministry 
5 P.M.

Prison 
Ministry 
5 P.M.



MUMC Staff 

Pastor,  
Rev. Rex Wilburn 

Director of Music,  
Pat Jones 

Office Manager, 
Samantha Sivils 

MUMC 
P.O. Box 548 
101 First St. S 
Meadville, MS 39653 
601.384.2936 
office@meadvilleumc.com 
www.meadvilleumc.com  

Find us online: 
Facebook - MeadvilleUMC 
Twitter - @meadville_umc 
Instagram - meadvilleumc 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
September 04 Todd Spring
September 04 Gail Hopkins
September 04 Connor Wallace
September 05 Bo Gabbert
September 05 Will Halford
September 08 Graham Cowart
September  08 Connor Sivils
September 09 Cam Wallace
September 14 Ann Mullins
September 15 Jean Peterson
September 15 Dacey Sivils
September 16 Liesl Holt
September 16 Marcaline Temple
September 17 Russell Clement
September 22 Chuck Freeman
September 22 Vana Hurst
September 24 Aiden Jeffus
September 25 Mark Clay
September 28 D.J. Furlow
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Couple registered at: 
Walmart 
Amazon 
Target 
Belk

Reception  
to follow.
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