
Meadville
        Messenger

March, 2021

In this Issue:
RAMBLING REX 

METHODISM’S BRIGHT 
FUTURE 

SMALL GROUPS 

Rambling Rex
I looked back to the 
March 2020 version of 
Rambling Rex to see 
what I was forecasting 
for March in what 
turned out to be the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shut-down month.  The 
Meadville St. Patrick’s 
Day parade had caught 

my attention.  The reason is likely that the Jolly Elders had taken 
some hits medically and the ability to decorate and execute the 
necessary preparations for the parade were going to be extremely 
taxing.  I believe some younger folks had agreed to lend a hand and 
make the parade a possibility.  Instead of lending a hand with a 
parade, our young adults wound up lending a hand with groceries, 
errands and other things our Jolly Elders and others needed to get 
them through the shutdown.  

Suddenly and with little warning our lives were forever altered.  It is 
hard to believe that before the end of March of 2021 we will have 
endured an altered state for a year.  I will never forget the time of the 
shutdown because on Thursday, March 19, Pam, Matthew and I 
were traveling to north Mississippi to have a meal with our 
daughter’s future in-laws and lay groundwork for a wedding that was 
to take place in April (the pandemic moved it to June) and for our 
niece’s baby shower on Saturday.  On the way, we received a phone 
call stating if we wanted to see Pam’s Mom we had about two hours 

Good          News

Psalm 121...1 “I raise my eyes toward 
the mountains.  Where will my help 
come from?
2 My help comes from the Lord, the 
maker of heaven and earth...8 The Lord 
will protect you on your journeys—
whether going or coming—from now 
until forever from now.”  (CEB)
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to get to Benton Co.  Pam’s Mom died before we could make it to our dinner appointment.

And just like that, our lives had been forever altered.  Who would have dreamed Pam would not be 
able to attend her own mother’s funeral due to an outbreak in the town of the funeral home.  
Everything was changed.  Few people actually attended the visitation and funeral.  And then, by the 
time we returned to Franklin Co., we could not attend Sunday worship at our own church.  Nor any 
other church for that matter.  We weren’t the only ones affected.  Families could not visit their loved 
ones in assisted living and nursing homes.  Patients had to enter hospitals alone as no family could 
join them.  Life’s stresses multiplied overnight and here we are a year later. 

We have not made it to the other side but the faint glow of dawn is now beginning to appear on the 
distant horizon.  Many of us now either have antibodies from having had the virus or have had the 
vaccination.  We still do not like masks but continue to protect ourselves and others by wearing them.  
We know how far six feet is and automatically respect that distance with others.  We are learning how 
to live with an unwanted guest called COVID and its threat to our most vulnerable peoples’ health.  
We have learned how to celebrate in creative ways.  

Our ashes for Ash Wednesday had to wait till Sunday not due to COVID but due to our second winter 
storm in four days.  Those ashes were gathered from palm branches that had hung on front doors of 
homes during Palm Sunday and Holy Week instead of being waved in the church aisle.  But on the 
First Sunday in Lent, the Imposition of the Ashes happened.  The first holy ritual service conducted 
inside Meadville UMC since the pandemic began.  The crowd was sparse as only a pandemic could 
insure, but we celebrated the way we always have (well except for Rex’s non-latex glove imposing the 
ashes).  Hope has sprung.  Not just because we can see the Easter celebration coming, but because 
we were able to celebrate a holy ritual, even if as part of what some consider a mundane and somber 
service.  

We have not arrived at normal, but we are at least heading back to who and what we are supposed to 
be which is a faith community worshiping, living and working together to reveal the glory of Christ to 
others.  Even a pandemic could not take that away.  Praise and glory be to God our Lord and His 
Son, Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Peace and Joy and Love,    
Rex Wilburn, pastor



Meadville Messenger March, 2021

Methodism's Bright Future 
March 1, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. 

The idea for this informational event started here 
in Mississippi and expanded to include 13 
other Annual Conferences across the 
Southeastern Jurisdiction.  We expect more than 
1,000 participants!  

>> Important note:  You have two ways to 
participate:  Zoom or Facebook Live.  Zoom is 
limited to 1,000 participants, so if you can't log on 
to the Zoom call, join us on Facebook Live.  These 
live links will take you to the event on Zoom or 
Facebook Live:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
81244239518   www.facebook.com/
MississippiMethodism/live   

Please help us spread the word about 
"Methodism's Bright Future" to others you know 
who would be interested in hearing the latest 
information about developments in the church.  
While this event is hosted by the WCA, all are 
welcome to participate.  You can invite others to 
join us by sharing the info you'll find at our website 

and Facebook platforms.  

Visit our brand new website:  www.MississippiMethodism.org    Give it a look, and let us hear your feedback.  

MS WCA's public Facebook page:  Mississippi Methodism  [ https://www.facebook.com/MississippiMethodism ]  You 
can help us by commenting on posts and sharing posts from this page.  Comments and shares boost the page's 
visibility and help us get the word out.  We especially ask you to comment on and share the post about "Methodism's 
Bright Future" on March 1.  

COLEMANISM: 
God’s best gift to us is not things, but opportunities.

Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the 
most of every opportunity.  Colossians 4:5  
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Operation Christmas Child 

You don’t have to wait to be part of Operation Christmas 
Child!  By collecting gifts throughout the year, we are able to 
pack more quality items in more boxes do donate at the end 
of the year.  The more boxes packed, the more gospel 
opportunities go out to children and their families around the 
world!!

March’s suggested gift items are quality crafts (examples: 
wooden toys, sewn or crocheted toys or clothing, hand 
puppets, ect.).   There is a box in the narthex next to the 
Operation Christmas Child display to place gifts into.  

“I know for certain, that 
before I was humbled I was 
like a stone lying in deep 
mire, and he that is mighty 
came and in his mercy 
raised me up and, indeed, 
lifted me high up and 
placed me on top of the 
wall. And from there I ought 
to shout out in gratitude to 
the Lord for his great 
favours in this world and 
for ever, that the mind of 
man cannot measure.” 

― St. Patrick, The 
Confession of Saint Patrick

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/84591
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/84591
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Celebrate!   
March

Birthdays 
and 

Anniversaries

9:45 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM 
Morning 
Worship

12PM - Holy 
Week Lunch
5:30 - Auxiliary 
League Meeting 
in Fellowship 

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

March 02 Jimmy Jones
March 04 Dixie Clay
March 04 Caecillia Colson
March 08 Darrell & Rebecca Rylee
March 16 Ky Freeman
March 18 Charlie Herring
March 18 Landon Furlow
March 18 Kyle McCormick
March 19 McRae Clay
March 19 Vista Herring
March 20 Betty Youngblood
March 21 Shelly Cowart

March 22 Stephanie McCormick
March 22 Emily Smith
March 24 Myra Herring
March 25 Dain & Morgan Poore
March 29 Eddie & Libby Shelton
March 30 Jody Herring

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

12 PM - Grief 
and Loss 
Support Group 
in Fellowship 
Hall

9:45 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM 
Morning 
Worship

9:45 AM Sunday 
School
11 AM 
Morning Worship
2:30 PM Admin 
Council Meeting

9:45 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM 
Morning 
Worship

12PM - Holy 
Week Lunch

12PM - Holy 
Week Lunch
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“I arise today through God’s
strength to pilot me;

God’s might to uphold me,
God’s wisdom to guide me,

God’s ear to hear me,
God’s word to speak for me,

God’s hand to guard me,
God’s way to lie before me,

God’s shield to protect me afar and
anear, alone or in a multitude.” 

― St Patrick
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