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Rambling Rex
What a better way to 
“make them holy in the 
truth” than begin with a 
Holy Week Luncheon 
and Maundy Thursday 
where we celebrate the 
Holy meal that Jesus 
had with his disciples 

on the night before his death.  This is far better than the videos that 
we watched on our phones isolated where we were at the beginning 
of the pandemic knowing that we would neither experience the 
happy gathering of the Holy Week crowd nor the glorious gathering 
of our Easter morning celebration.  For some of us, it was the first 
time in our lives that we were not able to be with our immediate 
family at Easter.  However, God blessed us then with some 
celebrations that we will bring forward, especially the palm branches 
with the red ribbon that was delivered to our doorsteps and placed 
on our doors.  They are the same palm branches that were burned 
and used for the ashes of our Imposition of the Ashes that was 
interrupted by ice of all things and moved to our Sunday morning 
worship setting.

We were no less holy when we were isolated but being 
honest, we feel much more holy when we can gather with others.  
We are cautiously gaining momentum with regards to our gatherings 
for worship and other settings.  We had a tremendous offering for 
Gideon’s International and in a marathon Administrative Council 
meeting we laid out plans to execute a safe and much anticipated 

Good          News

John 17:17-19... “17 Make them holy in 
the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you 
sent me into the world, so I have sent 
them into the world. 19 I made myself 
holy on their behalf so that they also 
would be made holy in the truth.”  (CEB)
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gathering for Holy Week in a strange venue, the pavilion.  We have fears and misgivings, but we will 
find a way to make it a blessing and a sign of hope for what is to come.

There is no more holy occasion than our Easter celebration.  We will have waved the palms on 
Palm and Passion Sunday, had a wonderful time with God’s holy servants bringing us a daily 
message and God’s sainted cooks and servers blessing our bellies with heartwarming, delicious food, 
and we will have celebrated Holy Communion remembering Jesus’ final hours with his disciples.

We will also engage the holy as we baptize a couple of our newest arrivals.  Little Dani Poore 
and Walker Shelton will soon enter the realm of the holy as we baptize them and commit to live a holy 
life before them that they may never know what it is like to be separated from the holy that God 
desires for their lives.

Rex will spend time in holy vacation in the middle and latter days getting renewed in mind, body 
and spirit to continue to be made holy.  There are others who will bless us including the Teen 
Challenge women from Brandon, MS  and another special guest or two who will brighten our day and 
bless our being in holy and beautiful ways.

Our being made holy is an ongoing effort for those who follow Christ who “made himself 
holy….so that (we) would also be made holy.”  These verses that are the basis for this writing were a 
part of the prayer that Jesus prayed, not for himself in his most dire hour, but rather for our benefit.  
That is so like Jesus.  The one who is holy gave his life that we, because of his sacrifice for us, may 
be made holy.  We are made holy in our gathering for Holy Week, Maundy Thursday, Easter, in 
baptism of our little ones, in our guests who bless and in our time of rest and recreation, not because 
we are holy, but because of his desire and dedication to make sure that we “be made holy.”

Peace and Joy and Love,
    Rex Wilburn, pastor 

God caused the one who didn’t know sin to 
be sin for our sake so that through him we 

could become the righteousness of God.   
2 Corinthians 5:21 
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Holy Week 2021  
March 28 - April 2

We are excited to resume our Holy Week 
traditions this year.  Please make plans to join 
us as we look towards the resurrection together.

Sunday, March 28, the children will be involved 
in the Palm Sunday service.  Please have your 
children here for Sunday School at 9:45 and 
stay with us for morning worship at 11 AM as 
we proclaim “Hosanna”!

Our Holy Week Luncheon Series will kick off 
each day at noon beginning Monday, March 29.  
Please help us welcome our guest speakers 
each day.  

Our daily schedule is as follows:

Monday  March 29 Rev. Jon Altman Bude UMC Charge
Tuesday  March 30 Bro. Ben Goff Meadville Baptist Church
Wednesday   March 31 Rev. Larry Edwards Praise Cathedral Church of God
Thursday   April 01 Rev. Toby Jones Ebenezer UMC
Friday   April 02 Bro. Marvin Howard Mt. Zion Baptist Church

Our Easter Egg & Scavenger Hunt is scheduled for Wednesday, March 31 from 5:00 - 7:00 PM.  A 
light supper will be provided.  We need volunteers to help with the egg hunt, scavenger hunt, and 
with food.  Please contact Mary Kathryn Williamson to volunteer or for more information.

Maundy Thursday service will be held in the sanctuary at 6:00 PM on Thursday, April 1.  

Our Easter Sunday service will be at 9:30 AM on April 4.  



Meadville Messenger
April, 2021

Operation Christmas Child 
April’s suggested 
gift items for 
Operation 
Christmas Child 
are stuffed 
animals.  All kids 
love to cuddle with 
something soft, 
and April is the 
perfect time to 
collect stuffed 
animals as there 
will be many on 
clearance following 
Easter.  

There is a box in the narthex next to the Operation 
Christmas Child display to place gifts into.  Together 
we can help take the gospel to millions of children 
across the world! 

APRIL 10
 7 A.M. - 2 P.M

@ CAMP WESLEY PINES.

CAMPERSHIP
RUMMAGE SALE 

COLEMANISM: 
Father, help me look beyond my troubles and see my treasures, the riches you have 
given me.  

Meets at the MUMC pavilion.  Visit 
Meadville Yoga on Facebook for more 
information.

But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where 
moths and vermin do not 
destroy, and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. 
For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be 
also.  Matthew 6:20-21
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The Hope of Resurrection 
By Billy Graham  

He which raised up the Lord Jesus shall 
raise up us also by Jesus . . . 
—2 Corinthians 4:14

The resurrection of Christ brings hope. The late 
Emil Brunner once said, “What oxygen is for the 
lungs, such is hope for the meaning of human 
life.” As the human organism is dependent on a 
supply of oxygen, so humanity is dependent on its 
supply of hope. Yet today hopelessness and 
despair are everywhere. Peter, who himself was 
given to despair during the episode of Calvary, 
writes in a triumphant note, “Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His abundant mercy hath begotten 

us again into a lively hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead.”


There is hope that mistakes and sins can be 
forgiven. There is hope that we can have joy, 
peace, assurance, and security in the midst of the 
despair of this age. There is hope that Christ is 
coming soon—this is what is called in Scripture 
“the blessed hope.” There is hope that there will 
come some day a new heaven and a new earth, 
and that the Kingdom of God will reign and 
triumph. Our hope is not in our own ability, or in 
our goodness, or in our physical strength. Our 
hope is instilled in us by the resurrection of Christ.


Prayer:

My hope is in You, my resurrected Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ! May I never despair, as I 
remember Your triumph and love.


“©2016 Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. Used with 
permission. All rights reserved.”

YouVersion Events
Add Meadville United Methodist Church 
on the YouVersion Bible app to follow 
along with Bro. Rex’s weekly mini-
sermons that are located on Facebook 
and YouTube and also to see weekly 
announcements!  

The YouVersion App is a great resource 
for Bible reading and growing in the 
Word through use of the many 
devotional plans available and all easily 
accessible from any smart phone.  Visit 
your app store for more information. 

MUMC YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCUolji3uReeVN1TGCB7Eqbg

MUMC on YouVersion
https://my.bible.com/users/
MMoffice42

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUolji3uReeVN1TGCB7Eqbg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUolji3uReeVN1TGCB7Eqbg
https://my.bible.com/users/MMoffice42
https://my.bible.com/users/MMoffice42
https://billygraham.org/author/billy-graham/
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HYMNOLY 101   hymn  (n) from the Greek hymnos meaning: a song of praise to God 

History of Hymns: "Because He Lives”
BY C. MICHAEL HAWN from www.umcdiscipleship.com

"Because He Lives"
Gloria and William J. Gaither
The United Methodist Hymnal, No. 364

UM Hymnal editor Carlton Young says this gospel hymn “is one of the five most requested... to be included in 
this hymnal.” Based on John 14:19c—“because I live, you also will live”—the hymn’s theme is effectively 
supported by a soaring melody in the refrain. 

The words were written by two of the longest-lasting performing couples of Christian contemporary music, 
Gloria (b. 1942) and William J. (b. 1936) Gaither. “Because He Lives” was awarded the recognition of Gospel 
Song of the Year for 1974 by the Gospel Music Association and the American Society of Composers and 
Publishers (ASCAP). Bill Gaither began as a teacher of English, literature and journalism in 1959 in his 
hometown of Alexandria, Ind. His future bride, Gloria Sickal, taught French and English in the same high 
school.  They started to sing together and were married in 1962. By 1967, the couple left the teaching 
profession to become full-time recording and performing artists.  In addition to tours and compositions, the 
Gaithers provide on their Web site http://gaither.com inspirational devotions, interviews with personalities in 
the Christian music industry and selections from their periodical, Homecoming Magazine. 

The following background was provided to Carlton Young in preparation for the Companion to The United 
Methodist Hymnal (1993): 

“‘Because he lives’ [1971] was written in the midst of social upheaval, threats of war, and betrayals of 
national and personal trust. It was into this world at such a time that we were bringing our third little baby. 

Assassinations, drug traffic, and war monopolized the headlines. It was in the midst of this kind of uncertainty 
that the assurance of the Lordship of the risen Christ blew across our troubled minds like a cooling breeze in 

the parched desert. Holding our tiny son in our arms we were able to write:

‘How sweet to hold our newborn baby,
And feel the pride, and joy he gives;
But greater still the calm assurance,

this child can face uncertain day because He lives.’”

“Because He Lives” begins with the empty grave on Easter Sunday. Stanza two is about hope, even in 
uncertain days, because of the singular significance of the Resurrection event. Stanza three takes us to 
heaven where we will “see the lights of glory and... know [Jesus] reigns.” 

This gospel song has undoubtedly offered hope for many people because of its connection between the 
Resurrection and a “life... worth the living.”

“Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live.”  
John 14:19 (NIV)

http://www.umcdiscipleship.com
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Celebrate!   
March

Birthdays 
and 

Anniversaries

Easter Sunday

9:30 AM - 
Worship Service

5:30 - Auxiliary 
League Meeting 
in Fellowship 
Hall

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

April 04    Ed & Stephanie McCormick
April 05    Ed & Libby Herring
April 07    Chris Sullivan
April 08    David Hester
April 09    Shelly & Jennifer Cowart
April 11    Rex Wilburn
April 12    Marc Colson
April 13    Sonny Dickey
April 13    Leah Crawford
April 14    Scotty & Lindsay Smith
April 16    David & Sandy Hester
April 18    Ken Posey

April 20    Suzie Abadie
April 20    James Ray
April 22    Leslie Flowers
April 22    John & Michelle Smith
April 23    Brett Herring
April 26    Madelene Carter
April 26    Ashley Hammock
April 29    Bo & Beverly Gabbert
April 29    Austin & Katherine McCormick
April 30    Cody Jeffus

12 PM Holy 
Week Lunch
6:00 PM 
Maundy 
Thursday 
Service

12 PM - Grief 
and Loss 
Support 
Group in 
Fellowship 
Hall

9:45 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM 
Morning 
Worship

9:45 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM 
Morning 
Worship with 
Teen Challenge

9:45 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM 
Morning 
Worship

12PM - Holy 
Week Lunch

12PM - Holy 
Week Lunch
5:00 PM - Easter 
Egg Hunt

12PM - Holy 
Week Lunch 12PM - Holy 

Week Lunch

*Meadville Yoga meets at the Pavilion on Monday evening’s at 5:30. 
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