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Rambling Rex
So what is it you have planned?   
This time last year it would have 
involved those things one could 
do while sticking around the 
premises called home.  Most of 
our plans we had made were 
shot.  A wedding?  A graduation 

party?  A family reunion?  A vacation?  All those plans were 
cancelled in the first moments of the shutdown of our country and  
our community.  We had no idea what things would look like a month 
from now much less a year or more.  

What a difference a year makes.  Meadville UMC has 
successfully navigated an entire Lent and Easter season and are 
forging ahead with other plans which include wedding showers and 
graduation festivities.  It is much more fun living out our plans with 
others than being hidden away from each other and avoiding 
gatherings like they were the plague.  God has called us to be 
community and to be together.  He does not intend for us to be 
separated and he especially does not expect us to worship him apart 
from one another.  Jeremiah, speaking of the returning exiles of 
Israel wrote the words that are the backdrop for this time together.  
Jeremiah’s word is that God has a plan for us.  He had a plan for the 
returning exiles and that is what we feel like as we have begun to 
make plans we can actually live out and do things that we were not 
allowed to do for a long time.  God’s plans include “peace and not 
disaster, to give you a future filled with hope.”  God’s plans are much 
more fulfilling than our own.  That is hard to say as Pam and I are 
returning from our recent beach side adventure with her sisters.  

Good          News

Jeremiah 29:11…”I know the 
plans I have  in mind for you, 
declares the Lord; they are 
plans for peace, not disaster, 
to give you a future filled with 
hope.”  (CEB)
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Those fulfilled plans felt sooo good and we didn’t want that time to end.
As fulfilling, relaxing and joy filled as that time was, it pales as to those plans God has for 

us.  I truly believe that Pam and my plans were of God.  They were needed and to a degree 
necessary.  However, they are only a small part of God’s plan for “peace…(and) a future filled with 
hope” that God intends for us.   They were much more fulfilling than the plans we made and changed 
in preparation for our daughter Robin’s wedding originally scheduled for April of 2020.  They were 
much more fulfilling than the plans we made to find and obtain the things we needed during the 
pandemic.    One of the reasons our recent planning feels more fulfilling is that it allowed us to be in 
community (Pam’s family and other beach lovers) and to be with them in one of God’s beautiful 
settings.  God’s people and God’s creation were together and were rejoicing and revealing the glory 
that is God himself.

Now is the time to make our plans.  Our church in the last two Administrative Council 
meetings has initiated plans.  Our families are making plans for vacation, reunions, gatherings and 
outings just for the sake of having outings.  These plans are a part of God’s plan for us, that we make 
these plans under the promise of God for “peace and not disaster” allows us the opportunity to 
appreciate all that God has done for us.   The pandemic has not yet been brought to submission, but 
we can begin to see that submission on the horizon.  We can again trust making our plans.  These 
plans include plans for our family to have recreation, fun, travel, time with family, worship , renewal 
and fellowship in community with others.  All of these are part of God’s plan as he moves us toward a 
“future filled with hope.”

Peace and Joy and Love,                                             
Rex Wilburn, pastor, Meadville UMC

LIVING CROSS

The Jolly Elders & 
friends put together 
another beautiful 
display this year for 
Holy Week.  The 
Living Cross has 
become a MUMC 
tradition that is 
looked forward to 
annually.  Thank you 
to each person who 
participated in 
bringing the cross to 
life this year.    

Special Thanks 
I would like to thank MUMC for 
allowing the use of the pavilion 
to host a small prom for a 
special student who missed her 
senior prom due to COVID.  
The students (and adults) had a 
wonderful time.    
             Samantha Sivils
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Holy Week 
Luncheon 
Series 2021
Our annual Holy Week Luncheons were a 
success!  Thank you to our speakers, Jon 
Altman, Ben Goff, Larry Edwards, Toby 
Jones, and Marvin Howard, who braved the 
elements to bring our daily devotion.  We owe 
a debt of gratitude to everyone who brought 
food, planned, prepared, served, and cleaned:  
Theresa Wege, Libby Shelton, Steve & Sue 
Sullivan, Carol Oglesby, Sue Stebbins, Grady 
& Barbie Fleming, Margaret Chatham, Sarah 
Halford, Tammy Torrey, Jean Hollinger, 
Melinda Bradford, Ashley Priest, David & 
Sandy Hester, Mamie Ruth Halford, Mary 
Clement, Dixie Clay, Pat Jones, Brandi 
Freeman, Myra Herring, Morgan Poore, Janet 
Spring, Debbie Halford, Cynthia Lewis, Susan 

Gabbert, Mary Katherine Williamson, Suzie Abadie, Stacye Campbell, Elizabeth Rushing, Madelene Carter, and 
Cindy Jones.  

Easter Egg Hunt
This year’s Easter Egg Hunt was a blast!  Thank 
you to all of the volunteers who put it together 
and were able to be creative working around the 
weather.  The kids had a wonderful time!
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A Note from Madelene 
Carter:

Thank you to all of the ladies who provided 
food for the Teen Challenge women who were 
with us in service on April 18.  We had a nice 
turn out.  I appreciate everyone who helped.

I also wanted to thank everyone who 
celebrated my birthday with me both this year 
and last, and my daughter and her husband, 
Raymond and Susan Barnette for the flowers 
and arranging the special music in my honor.  I 
am blessed to have good people in my life.  
God’s been good to me.  

Love to you all!
Madelene Carter

Nelda Thomas playing handbells in service on April 25 to 
celebrate Madelene Carter’s 91st birthday. 

Thank You! 
Jim and Mallory Hughes 
extend their thanks to you 
for your ministry to 
them through Mission 
House.   Thelma 
Merideth Hughes 
passed away to be with 
her Lord at 4:45am 
Tuesday morning 
before last.  They are 
grateful for being able to be so close and instead of 
moving her closer to home for her last hours, chose to 
stay in Meadville where she was at peace and trust 
with those caring for their Mom and where they were 
close by and also at peace.   In honor of MUMC and 
Mission, they are asking that memorials be sent to 
assist with the Mission House ministry.  Thank you for 
your faithfulness.

Jolly Elders 
The Jolly Elders resumed meetings on 
Tuesday, April 09 with Madelene Carter, 
Margaret Chatham, Doc & Beverly Gabbert, 
and Orilla Joseph in attendance.  

The group will continue to meet the second 
Tuesday of each month in the fellowship hall 
at 10 AM.  

All senior citizens are invited to participate.  
(You don’t have to be jolly to come - we can 
teach you how when you get here!! ) 
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Operation Christmas Child 
May’s suggested gift items for Operation Christmas Child are 
hygiene items.  Something we take for granted in the United 
States, basic hygiene products are a luxury in some countries 
where OCC delivers shoeboxes.  Families often share 
toothbrushes.  Girls without sanitary pads are unable to attend 
school.  Kids bathe in rivers.  Liquid items cannot be packed, but 
bars of soap, toothbrushes, wash cloths or loofahs, deodorant, hair 
brushes are necessities that each shoebox should contain.   

For more information, contact Samantha in the church office.  

COLEMANISM: 
A hug is the perfect gift.  One size fits all, and no one minds if you return it.  

Senior Luncheon/Wedding Shower
The church will be hosting a Senior Luncheon honoring 
Isaac Sivils and a Bridal Shower honoring Dacey Sivils on 
Sunday, May 16 following the morning worship service. 
Please join us to celebrate Isaac and Dacey as they both 
embark on new chapters in their lives.



HYMNOLY 101 
 hymn  (n) from the Greek hymnos meaning: a song of praise to God 

History of Hymns: “It Is 
Well with My Soul”
Dr. Michael Hawn 
www.umcdiscipleship.com

"It Is Well with My Soul"
Horatio G. Spafford
The UM Hymnal, No. 377

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 
When sorrows like sea billows roll; 
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to 
say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul.

With this hymn comes one of the most heartrending 
stories in the annals of hymnody. 

The author, Horatio G. Spafford (1828-1888), was a 
Presbyterian layman from Chicago. He had 
established a very successful legal practice as a 
young businessman and was also a devout 
Christian. Among his close friends were several 
evangelists including the famous Dwight L. Moody, 
also from Chicago. 

Spafford’s fortune evaporated in the wake of the 
great Chicago Fire of 1871. Having invested heavily 
in real estate along Lake Michigan’s shoreline, he 
lost everything overnight. In a saga reminiscent of 
Job, his son died a short time before his financial 
disaster. But the worst was yet to come. 

Hymnologist Kenneth Osbeck tells the story: 
“Desiring a rest for his wife and four daughters as 
well as wishing to join and assist Moody and [his 
musician Ira] Sankey in one of their campaigns in 
Great Britain, Spafford planned a European trip for 
his family in 1873. In November of that year, due to 
unexpected last-minute business developments, he 
had to remain in Chicago, but sent his wife and four 

daughters on ahead as scheduled on the S.S. Ville 
du Havre. He expected to follow in a few days.

“On November 22 the ship was struck by the 
Lochearn, an English vessel, and sank in twelve 
minutes. Several days later the survivors were 
finally landed at Cardiff, Wales, and Mrs. Spafford 
cabled her husband, ‘Saved alone.’” 

Spafford left immediately to join his wife. This hymn 
is said to have been penned as he approached the 
area of the ocean thought to be where the ship 
carrying his daughters had sunk. 

Another daughter, Bertha, was born in 1878 as well 
as a son, Horatio, in 1880, though he later died of 
scarlet fever. After the birth of daughter Grace in 
1881, Spafford and his wife moved to Jerusalem 
out of a deep interest in the Holy Land. There they 
established the American Colony, a Christian 
utopian society engaged in philanthropic activities 
among Jews, Muslims and Christians. 

After decades of benevolent activities, the Colony 
ceased to be a communal society in the 1950s, 
though it continued in a second life as the American 
Colony Hotel, the first home of the talks between 
Palestine and Israel that eventually led to the 1983 
Oslo Peace Accords.
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Nearly one hundred and fifty years since the words of 
“It Is Well with My Soul” were first written, its message 
still resonates with Christian audiences today.  Its  
message of peace brings hope and inspiration as we 
remember the faithfulness of our God in all things.

You will keep in perfect peace all 
who trust in you, all whose thoughts 

are fixed on you!

Isaiah 26:3


http://www.umcdiscipleship.com
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Celebrate!   
March

Birthdays 
and 

Anniversaries

5:30 - 
Auxiliary 
League 
Meeting 

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

May 01    Daniel Youngblood
May 03    Delores Martin
May 05    Gary & Cindy Jones
May 06    Joyce Wilson
May 07    Jennifer Cowart
May 09    Stacye Campbell
May 09    Leo McBride
May 12    Theresa Wege
May 16    Chase Freeman
May 16    Eli Herring
May 16    Joe Bowlin
May 18    Josh Herring

May 19    Opal Bowlin
May 21    Mary Kay Holt
May 22    Bill & Debbie Halford
May 25    Tyler Williamson
May 26    Chris & Stephanie Sullivan
May 28    Martha Dickey
May 29    George & Elizabeth Rushing
May 30    Michael Hester
May 31    Barbie Fleming

10 AM - Jolly 
Elders 
(Fellowship Hall)
12 PM - Grief 
and Loss 
Support Group 
(downstairs)

9:45 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM 
Morning 
Worship

9:45 AM Sunday 
School
11 AM 
Morning Worship
12 PM Senior 
Luncheon & 
Wedding Shower

9:45 AM Sunday 
School
11 AM 
Morning Worship

*Meadville Yoga meets at the Pavilion on Monday evening’s at 5:30. 

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

9:45 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM 
Morning 
Worship

12 P.M. 
Retired 
Teachers 
Luncheon in 
Fellowship Hall
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