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Rambling Rex
The hot topic of our world news 
the last few weeks has been the 
bombings in Israel and Gaza.  
Hamas, whose mission is the 
complete destruction of Israel, is 
an Islamic group in Gaza whose 
Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem 

was raided April 13, 2021 on the holy day of Ramadan by Israeli 
police.   The Palestinians considered this an insult and began 
tossing rockets like firecrackers into Israel. The Israelis, always 
ready to defend themselves, sent missiles into targets of leaders of 
Hamas who located themselves among women, children and 
families resulting in tremendous collateral damage and death.  The 
conflict began to flare after the mid-April raid and gained momentum 
after the police made another raid at the mosque on May 7.  There is 
currently an uneasy truce.  This has been the earmark of these 
conflicts for the last 80 years or so though some of the names of the 
characters has changed more than once in the last half century.

That is all well and good but why is it worthy of making our 
newsletter.  I think the answer is both nothing and everything.   The 
truth is that the conflict is as old as Cain and Abel, Isaac and Ismael 
and Jacob and Esau.  Many do not understand that and think that, 
since Hamas took center stage as the Palestinian player in 1987 that 
this is a new conflict.  The names of the players may change but the 
motives and outcomes are the same.  Hamas, other militants and 
much of Islam desire the utter destruction of Israel.  For militant 
radical Islamic jihadists, that includes ridding the world of infidels 

Good          News

Genesis 15: 18... “That day the 
LORD cut a covenant with Abram: 
“To your descendants I give this 
land, from Egypt’s river to the 
great Euphrates...” (CEB)
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which are you and I and any other non-Muslim in the world.  Israel’s goal is defending herself 
against those who seek her annihilation.  

Egypt, Syria, Libya, Yemen and others are all seeking their own interests when they intervene.  
Egypt, in our modern day backed by Russia, has biblically and historically been both ally and enemy 
of Israel including the 1973 attack on Yom Kippur that caught Israel off guard in the hopes of undoing 
the Six Day War of 1967 when Egypt barred Israel access to the Suez Canal, the site of a recent 
incident that affected the movement of goods to much of the world.  Egypt was the major player in the 
latest truce aided by the U.S. and other allies and parties with interests in peace in Gaza, Israel and 
among the Arab nations.  The area surrounding Jerusalem has been contested since Israel moved 
into the Fertile Crescent (known biblically as the Promised Land) that God pledged to Abram.

Peace in Israel is important for the world, but the followers of Islam and many other Muslims do 
not want peace with Israel.  They want Israel’s land and especially the “most disputed city in the 
world” (USA Today, May 20, 2021), Jerusalem, to be turned over to the Palestinians for Islamic and 
Muslim control.  Even people in the U. S. are taking sides.  Because the news reports that women 
and children are among the deceased in the Israeli bombings, the press and the people decry Israel’s 
role and demand they turn over the land to the Palestinians.   It is the first time in my life I remember 
folks protesting in U. S. streets for the Palestinian control.

The reason the Israeli/Hamas conflict is a non-issue for us is that it has little to do with the 
carrying out of our work as a nation.  The reason it is an issue is it has everything to do with the 
carrying out of the work of our nation.  As a nation founded upon the principles for living based on the 
premises of Almighty God, and as those adopted into the faith through Jesus Christ, it is important 
that we understand the importance of God’s promises.  God has never broken a promise to humanity 
and our nation has a God-given duty to help maintain and uphold those promises.  The conflict (or 
truce) has little impact on living out our lives daily, however, the impact spiritually is tremendous.  
God’s promises do not come without conflict.  Some of his promises have led and do lead to conflict.  
If you trace the Israeli/Hamas conflict back to its roots, the conflict is the conflict of human flesh for all 
ages past, present and future.  I want what I want, and I want it now. For Hamas, it is Israel and in 
particular, Jerusalem, an important religious symbol in our world.   Who knows how long this conflict 
will continue.  My suspicion it will last until Christ returns to claim his own and to establish the New 
Heaven and the New Earth.  The names in the conflict will likely change but it will be the same 
conflict.  Much like the conflicts in our own lives, they will continue, and no one is sure where it started 
and has no idea where it will end.  That is because the important thing for many is that I get what I 
want, and I want it now.

Peace and Joy and Love,               
Rex Wilburn, pastor Meadville UMC
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Thank You!
There are not words adequate to describe how grateful I feel for the love you lavished on my children for Isaac’s 
graduation and Dacey & Hunter’s wedding shower.  People that love my kids are my favorite people - and that puts 
MUMC folks at the very top of my list.  

Bro. Rex did a fantastic job with the Baccalaureate service.  Of course, it 
would not have been complete without Barbie’s reading of “Oh the 
Places You Will Go”.  And Doc’s love poems created the perfect tone for 
the shower.  Thank you to Ms. Madelene for organizing these two 
special occasions into one wonderful event.  Thank you to everyone who 
prepared and served the delicious food.  (When Isaac was little, he said 
he wanted the Jolly Elders to cater his wedding - this was the next best 
thing!)  Thank you to everyone who helped decorate.  The daisies were 
the perfect touch!  Each thoughtful gift that was given is so appreciated 
by each of us.    

I never dreamed when I came to work here that God would bless me 
with the family that you all have become to the six of us.  You all are 
second to none, and again, I just cannot thank you enough!

With love and gratitude, 
Tommy and Samantha Sivils

Summer Study Series

Join Bro Rex and Stephenie Sullivan as they co-lead this timely study 
starting June 2 in the church Fellowship Hall.


CS Lewis once said “I didn’t go to religion to make me happy. I always knew 
a bottle of Port would do that. If you want a religion to make you feel really 
comfortable, I certainly don’t recommend Christianity.”

In our summer study series, Culture Shock by Chip Ingram, we will tackle 
the hard topics that are not for the faint of heart: right vs wrong, sexuality, 
homosexuality, abortion, environment, and politics.  Throughout this series, 
you will be armed with truth so that you are able to bring light, not heat, to 
these divisive issues by speaking truth in love. This study is a wholistic view 
of our culture from both secular influences and spiritual truths.

Culture Shock is guaranteed to make you uncomfortable, but promises to 
ground you with truth so that you can be confident in your belief and turn 
reactionary emotions to revolutionary love. 

Order your study guide and join the journey as we approach *Culture 
Shock* together:

https://www.christianbook.com/culture-shock-study-guide/chip-ingram/9781605932224/pd/932224

To read more about the series and its author, Chip Ingram, visit Living on the Edge Ministry:
https://livingontheedge.org/group-studies/culture-shock/

Any questions, contact Stephenie Sullivan Stepheniesullivan@msn.com.

https://www.christianbook.com/culture-shock-study-guide/chip-ingram/9781605932224/pd/932224
https://livingontheedge.org/group-studies/culture-shock/
mailto:Stepheniesullivan@msn.com


HYMNOLY 101 
 hymn  (n) from the Greek hymnos meaning: a song of praise to God

BY C. MICHAEL HAWN

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness"

Thomas O. Chisholm
The United Methodist Hymnal, No. 
140 

A native of the small Kentucky 
town of Franklin, Thomas Obediah 
Chisholm (1866-1960) was born in 
a log cabin. He lacked formal 

education. Nevertheless, he 
became a teacher at age sixteen and the associate 
editor of his hometown weekly newspaper, the Franklin 
Advocate, at age twenty-one.

In 1893 Chisholm became a Christian through the 
ministry of Henry Clay Morrison, the founder of Asbury 
College and Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky. Morrison 
persuaded Chisholm to move to Louisville where he 
became editor of the Pentecostal Herald. Though he 
was ordained a Methodist minister in 1903, he served 
only a single, brief appointment at Scottsville, Kentucky, 
due to ill health. Chisholm relocated his family to 
Winona Lake, Indiana, to recover, and then to Vineland, 
New Jersey, in 1916 where he sold insurance. He 
retired in 1953 and spent his remaining years in a 
Methodist retirement community in Ocean Grove, New 
Jersey.

By the time of his retirement, he had written more than 
1200 poems, 800 of which were published. They often 
appeared in religious periodicals such as the Sunday 
School Times, Moody Monthly, and Alliance Weekly. 
Many of these were set to music.

Hymnologist Kenneth Osbeck provides the background 
for "Great Is Thy Faithfulness." Chisholm had sent a 
number of his poems to the Rev. William H. Runyan 
(1870-1957), a musician with the Moody Bible Institute 
and one of the editors of Hope Publishing Company in 
Chicago. Runyan wrote of the hymn: "This particular 
poem held such an appeal that I prayed most earnestly 
that my tune might carry over its message in a worthy 
way, and the subsequent history of its use indicates that 

God answered prayer. It was written in Baldwin, Kansas, 
in 1923, and was first published in my private song 
pamphlets.”

George Beverly Shea (1909-2013), the famous 
Canadian-born singer of the Billy Graham Crusades, 
introduced this hymn to those attending the evangelistic 
meetings in Great Britain in 1954. It immediately 
became a favorite.

A phrase in Lamentations 3:22-23 provides a basis for 
the refrain: "The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new 
every morning; great is your faithfulness." Stanza one 
emphasizes God’s unchanging nature: " . . . there is no 
shadow of turning with thee;/thou changest not, thy 
compassions they fail not." Perhaps James 1:17 
provides the scriptural basis for this concept: "Every 
good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from 
the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change 
like shifting shadows.”

In stanza two, the natural created order, including the 
cycle of the seasons, bears witness to the faithfulness of 
God. The final stanza brings the eternal, unchanging 
God into contact with humanity. We receive from the 
presence of God "Pardon for sin and a peace that 
endures." Indeed, William Runyan’s tune was the ideal 
musical complement to the warmth of the text. The 
subtle changes in harmony and the solemnity of the 
melody amplify the text, bringing the climax on the word 
"faithfulness" perfectly at the end of the refrain.

This hymn appeared in many evangelical hymnals and 
song collections, but was not chosen for an official 
Methodist hymnal until the current United Methodist 
Hymnal (1989), even though the author was a 
Methodist. It was a very popular hymn of the former 
Evangelical United Brethren Church and had been 
included in their hymnals.

According to Carlton Young, "Great is Thy Faithfulness" 
was second only to "In the Garden" as the most 
requested hymn for inclusion in The United Methodist 
Hymnal. A survey conducted in 2000 by Dean McIntyre, 
Director of Music Resources, Discipleship Ministries, 
revealed that "Great is thy faithfulness" remains one of 
the favorite hymns among United Methodists.

*©1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Company, 
Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission.
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Operation Christmas Child 
June’s suggested OCC purchase item is TOYS!!  Each Operation 
Christmas Child box should contain at least one “WOW” item, and this 
is where you can really make that happen.  From Legos to dolls, from 
soccer balls to small cars and trucks, toys are sure to delight the heart 
of any child.

Remember that there is a box in the Narthex to donate items.  If you 
are interested in more information about Operation Christmas Child, 
contact Samantha in the church office.  
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COLEMANISM: 
If you are praying daily, you won’t be praying weakly.  

Celebration of Life Service Honoring Bethany Youngblood Roberson
Please join us on Saturday, June 26, 2021 at 3:00 PM as we have a 
service celebrating the life of Bethany Youngblood Roberson. 

Bethany Youngblood Roberson, 47, of Brookhaven, passed away 
April 20, 2020, in Brookhaven. She was born on March 25, 1973, to 
Ed and Betty Youngblood.

Bethany was the owner and designer for Back to Nature Landscaping 
and was a member of Meadville United Methodist Church.

She graduated from Mississippi State with a degree in landscape 
design and architecture and was also in 4-H, Girl Scouts, Franklin 
County Cheer and the Wesley Foundation.
 
Those left to cherish her memory are her parents, Ed and Betty 
Youngblood; her husband, Alton Roberson; her daughter, Gracie 
Piper; her son, Colt Piper; step-children, Garrett Roberson and wife, 

Heather, Parker Roberson and wife, Terrah, Hayley Beth Phillips, Cassidy Roberson, Leyton Roberson.

She is also survived by four grandchildren; mother-law, Jerrie Roberson; and a host of other family 
members and friends.  Bethany’s father-in-law, David Roberson, passed away on August 09, 2020.
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Update on the Tomlinson’s
Martha Tomlinson previously served as MUMC’s youth director from 2013-2017.  She currently lives in Jackson 
with her children, Megan, Cooper, and Lily, their Golden Retriever.  

Megan is now in the 10th grade.  She is the school newspaper’s assistant editor of the opinion editorial page, only 
female on chess team and has her sights on being the chess club captain next year. She is taking AP European 
History, Honors English, Spanish 2, Geometry and Chemistry this term.  She still has a passion for reading and 
has began submitting articles for Sentry (the school’s newspaper). Megan has a diverse group of friends including 
another Megan who is 2nd year exchange student from China. They met last year when they were both new to 
Prep.  Megan also has a good friend from Turkey, Nahier.   They were all inducted into honor society last year. 

Cooper is playing football and running track. He also takes chorus.  He enjoys going to Prep and "loves the 
socialization aspect. "

Martha is still working at Southwest Planning and Development and typically works from home. 

Lily enjoys walks around the neighborhood, the District, her doggie door and being everyone's favorite family 
member.

Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry 
it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.  Philippians 1:6
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Celebrate!   
June

Birthdays 
and 

Anniversaries

5:30 - 
Auxiliary 
League 
Meeting 
Fellowship Hall

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

3:00 PM Bethany 
Roberson 
Celebration of 
Life Service

5:00 PM Prison 
Ministry (Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

June 04    Josh Dixon
June 04    June West
June 06    Blake Crawford
June 06    Susan Gabbert
June 07    Bubba Flowers
June 07    Stephanie Sullivan
June 08    Steve Sullivan
June 10    Macie McCormick
June 10    Stephenie Sullivan
June 12    Janet Spring
June 12    Ruthie Cochran
June 13    Jeffrey Johnson
June 14    Wells Herring
June 18    Josh Bradford

June 1      Blaine & Maddie Freeman
June 6      Sonny & Martha Dickey
June 7      Elliott & Sarah Stebbins
June 8      Ken & Karen Posey
June 12    Chuck & Brandee Freeman
June 12    Howard & Myra Herring
June 13    Randy & Sidney Youngblood
June 16    David & Stacye Campbell
June 22    Rev. Rex & Pam Wilburn

10 AM - Jolly 
Elders 
(Fellowship Hall)
12 PM - Grief 
and Loss 
Support Group 
(downstairs)

9:45 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM 
Morning 
Worship

9:45 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM 
Morning 
Worship

9:45 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM 
Senior Sunday

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

9:45 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM 
Morning 
Worship

Dear friend, I pray that you may 
enjoy good health and that all may 
go well with you, even as your soul 
is getting along well.                                    
3 John 1:2
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