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Rambling Rex
All of the church’s children had 
grown up.  There was still a 
youth group but none of them 
had grown up in that local 
congregation.  They had moved 
in with parents who either bought 
businesses or found a job in the 
community.  It had been a few 
years since their own children 
had been born and raised in the 
congregation.  Now they prayed 
for children because once this 

group of youth had matured, there would be very few young people 
in their church.  They prayed and requested prayer during worship 
for there to be children in the church again.  They continued to be 
the church, but they knew without children, there was little hope for 
the long-term future of their church.  And they continued to pray.

God heard their prayers and gave them six brand new babies that 
were born and baptized as infants in their church.  There was an 
abundance of diapers now in the church where diapers had only 
been appearing on the children of visitors and family who lived at a 
distance.  Now, a new opportunity appeared, and they were 
overjoyed.  They had their children.   They invested some funds in 
the nursery and hired a nursery worker.  Everybody was happy and 
they became content.  The children continued to grow and before 
anyone knew it, these children were needing someone to teach 
them and play games with them that teach them what Jesus would 

Good          News

Proverbs 22:6…”Train up a child 
in the way he should go, even 
when he is old he will not depart 
from it.”

Psalm 34:11…”Come, you 
children, listen to me; I will teach 
you the fear of the Lord.”

 3 John 1:4…”I have no greater 
joy than this, to hear of my 
children walking in the 
truth.”  (CEB)
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want them to know.  Teachers were sought, prayed for and begged.   But no one would take the time to 
teach the little children.  As time went on, the moms and dads of these kids realized they needed to be at 
a place where their children would be nurtured, loved, played with and taught.  Today, in that local church, 
there are only two children left from that group and they are reaching the age that their parents will soon 
have to make a decision about offering their children fellowship with other children their age in a 
congregation where their children will be nurtured, loved, played with and taught.

Though this story is about a faraway place, there is a reality in the story that applies to MUMC.  Soon we 
will have Mega Sports Camp 2021 VBS.  We will have a lot of children running around the MUMC hill.  
Many will be from our sister churches in the area but many will be our own.  In a children’s time not long 
before the pandemic struck, we had children that reached from one end of the chancel rail to the other.  
That is a lot of children.  The kids will have a blast at Mega Sports Camp 2021.  But when VBS is over, 
who will nurture, love, play with and teach them?  Your answer may be Sue Sullivan or Carol Oglesby.   
The problem with that answer is that it has been the answer for quite a while.  For a long time now, Sue 
and Carol have only experienced worship up until the end of “Moments Mostly for Children”.  After that 
time they have been manning the nursery and also teaching them in Sunday School on Sunday morning 
prior to worship.  The problem with that scenario is that Sue and Carol have had other pressing things in 
their lives that have drawn their energy and their focus.  These are holy things that Sue and Carol have 
had to attend to outside their life and work in MUMC.  

They have given their time and their freedom for years on end but now these other things Sue and Carol 
must deal with have taken a toll and others are needed to step into this time and space to nurture, love, 
play with and teach the children.  These are our children and we have committed (at their baptism) that 
we will nurture, love, play with and teach them.   We have committed to be there for them. We promised 
at their baptism that we would “nurture these in our care…..We will surround these (children) with a 
community of love and forgiveness, that they may grow in their service to others.  We will pray for them, 
that they may be true disciples who walk in the way that leads to life.”  (UMH, 40)  

We are not in crisis at the moment but we need the Holy Spirit to touch the heart of folks who have the 
gifts to nurture, love, play with and teach our children and the children of others.  We need a team of folks 
who will commit to loving these children and giving them the tender care, they deserve.  I have witnessed 
what happens when folks do not take seriously the need for this important ministry.  We are not casting 
Sue nor Carol out to pasture; they just have many other important things they must do.  They will 
continue to nurture, love and support these children but they (and we) need others to step up and let God 
do a new thing.  I challenge each of you to commit a time each day to pray for this need.  God has given 
us children that other churches do not and will not have.  It is our privilege that we have the task of 
nurturing them ”in the way they should go.”  Will you be the one to let God bless you with this ministry?

Peace and Love and Joy,                                                                                                      

Rex Wilburn, pastor

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14



HYMNOLY 101 
 hymn  (n) from the Greek hymnos meaning: a song of praise to God

“I Come to the Garden Alone” (“In the Garden”)
by C. Austin Miles
The United Methodist Hymnal, 314

I come to the garden alone  
while the dew is still on the roses, 
and the voice I hear falling on my ear  
the Son of God discloses.
And he walks with me, and he talks with me, 
And he tells me I am his own; 
And the joy we share as we tarry there, 
None other has ever known.

Gospel composer C. Austin Miles (1868–1946) was 
originally educated and trained as a pharmacist, but 
after achieving some success as a songwriter, he 
became a full-time music editor for the Hall-Mack 
Publishing Company in 1898, and he continued in a 
similar capacity when Hall-Mack merged with the 
Rodeheaver Company in 1935. Miles’ most famous 
song by far is “In the Garden.” He provided this story of 
the song’s composition to one of his colleagues, George 
W. Sanville:

"One day in March, 1912, I was seated in the dark-
room, where I kept my photographic equipment and 
organ. I drew my Bible toward me; it opened at my 
favorite chapter, John XX—whether by chance or 
inspiration let each reader decide. That meeting of 
Jesus and Mary had lost none of its power to charm. As 
I read it that day, I seemed to be part of the scene. I 
became a silent witness to that dramatic moment in 
Mary’s life, when she knelt before her Lord, and cried, 
“Rabboni!”

My hands were resting on the Bible while I stared at the 
light blue wall. As the light faded I seemed to be 
standing at the entrance of a garden, looking down a 
gently winding path, shaded by olive branches. A 
woman in white, with head bowed, hand clasping her 
throat, as if to choke back her sobs, walked slowly into 
the shadows. It was Mary. As she came to the tomb, 
upon which she placed her hand, she bent over to look 
in, and hurried away.

John, in flowing robe, appeared, looking at the tomb; 
then came Peter, who entered the tomb, followed slowly 
by John. As they departed, Mary reappeared, leaning 
her head upon her arm at the tomb, she wept. Turning 
herself, she saw Jesus standing, so did I. I knew it was 
He. She knelt before Him, with arms outstretched and 
looking into His face cried, “Rabboni!”
I awakened in full light, gripping the Bible, with muscles 
tense and nerves vibrating. Under the inspiration of this 
vision I wrote as quickly as the words could be formed 
the poem exactly as it has since appeared. That same 
evening I wrote the music.”

This song was first published in Gospel Message No. 2 
(NY: Hall-Mack, 1912 | Fig. 1), which Miles co-edited. 
Miles wrote the words and the music, containing three 
stanzas with a chorus/refrain. A version for solo voice 
was published by Hall-Mack in 1917.

A member of Billy Graham’s evangelistic music team, 
Donald P. Hustad (1918–2013), wrote about the hymn in 
Crusade Hymn Stories (1967), recounting a 
conversation with someone who had very little 
comprehension of the song’s intended meaning. When 
he asked what garden was represented in the song, the 
person scoffed, “What difference does it make, ‘what 
garden’?” Hustad wrote:

The truth is, it makes quite a lot of difference. If the 
hymn is just a childhood favorite with pleasant phrases 
about gardens and birds and roses, it cannot be really 
meaningful in a vital worship experience today. This kind 
of attachment for a song is a superficial emotion which 
is a good example of what we call “sentimentality.” But it 
doesn’t have to be that way. There was a garden, and 
the hymn can be meaningful! . . . The specific reference 
to a garden becomes much clearer when we learn that 
C. Austin Miles was writing about the first Easter 
morning and the garden in which Christ was buried. . . .
Mary’s experience is relived by every person who 
confronts the risen Christ and realizes His presence in 
the routine of daily life. We too can “walk and talk” with 
Christ and be assured that we belong to Him. This 
experience is very real to a believer and brings a joy that 
is beyond any other satisfaction. Indeed, it may 
sometimes seem that no one else has ever known as 
much delight as we experience, walking each day with 
Christ.

George W. Sanville, “In the garden,” Forty Gospel Hymn Stories (Winona 
Lake, IN: Rodeheaver Hall Mack, 1943), p. 14.
Donald P. Hustad, “In the Garden”: A Hymn Story, Crusader Hymns and 
Hymn Stories (Chicago: Hope Publishing Co., 1966, 1967), 49-50.
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Forever Young 
May God bless and keep you always;  
May your wishes all come true.  
May you always do for others,  
And let others do for you. 
May you build a ladder to the stars  
And climb on every rung.  
May you stay Forever young. 
May you grow up to be righteous;  
May you grow up to be true.  
May you always know the truth,  
And see the lights surrounding you. 
May you always be courageous,  
Stand up right and be strong.  
May you stay Forever young. 
May your hands always be busy;  
May your feet always be swift.  
May you have a strong foundation  
When the winds of changes shift. 
May your heart always be joyful.  
May your song always be sung. 
May you stay 
Forever young 
by Bob Dylan 1973

From the Jolly Elders: 
Thank you to all of you who helped make the “Jolly Elders Sunday” a success is such a small phrase to 
express my feelings for all you did for our day.  As always, your willingness to help was greatly appreciated.  
There was lots of delicious food.  Many world to serve the food and to clean up the kitchen afterwards.  We 
appreciate and thank each of you.  May thanks for all you to make our church a very special place to be.  I 
thank God each day for sending you into my life and for all your thoughtfulness and caring.  It was very 
special to have our own Judge Debbie Halford to be our special speaker.  The speech was great!  We 
appreciate and thank Judge Halford for taking a part in our special program  

The Jolly  Elders will leave our thoughts and prayers with you in “Forever Young”.

- Madelene Carter

Even to your old age and 
gray hairs I am he, I am 
he who will sustain you. I 
have made you and I will 
carry you; I will sustain you 
and I will rescue you.  
Isaiah 46:10



Operation Christmas Child 
June’s suggested OCC purchase item is clothing items!!  Socks, 
shoes, shirts, and more!  This is a great time to pick up a pair of 
flip-flops for your shoeboxes.    

We would like to thank Matt, Heidi, and Liesl Holt for volunteering 
to be MUMC’S Operation Christmas Child project leaders!  We 
look forward to their leadership in this role.  

Remember that there is a box in the Narthex to donate items. 
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COLEMANISM: 
Knowing a God you cannot control is a first step toward knowing God is in 
control.

MUMC
101 S First St 
Meadville, MS 
July 20-22
5:30 PM - 8:30 PM

Sarah Stebbins
601.384.0616

Thank You!
Dear Church Family,
We truly appreciate the food and the kindness shown 
to our family.  Having family and friends here to enjoy 
a meal and celebrate Mom’s life was very special.

Meadville Methodist was truly Mom & Dad’s family 
which really made a difference in their lives - especially 
as we were out of state.

Thank you!
Steve & Melissa West

Basketball, Soccer, 
Cheerleading, & 
MORE!!
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Celebrate!   
July

Birthdays 
and 

Anniversaries

5:30 - 
Auxiliary 
League 
Meeting 
Fellowship Hall

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM Prison 
Ministry (Meadville)

July 03    Gary Hurst
July 09    Blaine Freeman
July 09    Bobbie Smith
July 09     Jimmy & Charlotte Jones
July 11     Bubba & Judy Oglesby
July 14    Tammy Torrey
July 14    Bubba & Leslie Flowers
July 22    John Guice
July 24    John Grayson Priest
July 25    Randy Youngblood

July 29    Scotty Smith
July 30    Jessye McBride
July 31    Mary Kathryn Williamson 

10 AM - Jolly 
Elders 
(Fellowship Hall)
12 PM - Grief 
and Loss 
Support Group 
(downstairs)

9:45 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM 
Morning 
Worship

9:45 AM Sunday 
School
11 AM 
Morning Worship
12 PM COM 
Luncheon

9:45 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM 
Senior Sunday

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

9:45 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM 
Morning 
Worship

5:30-8:30 5:30-8:30 
5:30-8:30 
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