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Division doesn’t always sit well with us.  We are 
called to unity in Christ Jesus yet as the Methodist 
movement, we have a history of differences and 
division.  We also have a history of revisiting our 
division, re-uniting and moving forward.  John 
Wesley never intended for the Methodists to part 
from the Church of England, otherwise known as the 
Anglican Church.  He intended to renew the existing 

membership spiritually and revitalize a stale and stuffy 
church.  For his efforts, he was refused the pulpits of his beloved church and 
forced to preach at coal mines, stumps, tombstones, and any place he could 
gain acoustic advantage.  Against his greatest efforts, the Methodists were 
bound to have their beginning in division and have carried on that tradition 
through the two hundred thirty-seven years of her life.

Division scares us because we know we are called to be one body in 
Christ Jesus.  Yet in 1816, from the mother Bethel Church in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, Richard Allen became the bishop of the newly formed African 
Methodist Episcopal Church (AME) which broke off from the white St. 
Georgia’s church because they were forced to wait until all white members 
were served Holy Communion before they were served, relegated to the 
balcony and the last straw when they were dragged off their knees while 
praying during church.  At that moment, Allen led them out of the St. George’s 
church never to return.  In New York, a similar situation occurred with some 
moving to the Stillwell  church which was a white church that sympathized with 
the black people’s plight but was not a permanent solution.    In 1824, the 
African Methodist Episcopal, Zion Church was born.  These two would never 
return to the fold. 

In 1830, the Methodist Protestant Church was formed by some 
reformists who were maligned by the Methodist Episcopal Church for their 
radical thinking over the election of presiding elders among other issues.  The 
church was formed and the thing that set them apart from the M E Church was 
that there were no bishops.  These Methodists stayed on their own until 1939.  
After the reunification, all was not well as the black Methodists would be 
relegated to Central conferences.  In 1968, when we became the United 
Methodist Church, many branches of Wesleyan Methodism were united, some 
yet again and some for the first time.  The Evangelical Brethren and United 
Brethren came into the threshold.  Differences are still seen as are Methodist

II Timothy 2:24-25 … 24 God’s slave 
shouldn’t be argumentative but 
should be kind toward all people, 
able to teach, patient, 25 and 
should correct opponents with 
gentleness. Perhaps God will 
change their mind and give them a 
knowledge of the truth. (CEB)  
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Church Articles of Religion and Confession of Faith of the Evangelical United Brethren Church are both 
included in the UMC Book of Discipline.  The United in the United Methodist Church name is not because we 
all were in agreement but for the Evangelical United Brethren (a merger of the German United Brethren 
Church and Evangelical Church) but as a nod to the Evangelical United Brethren.  The truth is, we did not 
treat our German brothers and sisters much better than we did our black brothers and sisters.  However, the 
black Central Conferences did in large return to the fold.  

Now, 53 years after the reunification of the Methodists, we are on the brink of division again pending the 
outcome of the 2022 General Conference (delayed 2020).  At least one new tradition has already parted the 
fold  and another is set to launch awaiting the outcome of the 2022 General Conference.    What does 
division say about a church?  The truth is that we as Methodists are honest with each other and stand on 
what we believe is right and true.  There is no sin in disagreement.  It is our reaction in disagreement that 
moves us off the mark.  Methodists have separated themselves many times, only to reunite usually seventy-
five to a hundred years later after no one is left to eat crow or more likely even remember what we were 
bickering about.  Most of the time at the reunification, the Methodists will have gotten whatever they were 
arguing about.  

What are we to do while we wait on history to be made in 2022? We keep doing what we are supposed to 
do, what we are called to do.  We are to continue making disciples, baptizing them in the name of Jesus 
Christ.  The truth is, few will notice the difference in the operation of MUMC no matter where 2022 finds us. It 
is possible we could be living under a different Methodist banner.  The only banner that  really matters is the 
banner of Christ which is the reason Methodists are able to reunite after major differences.  At the moment of 
division, our point of view  in the difference of opinion matters the most.  In the long run, being one body of 
Christ overrides our need to be right in our differences.  It is why John Wesley said, “Think and let think.”  He 
does not mean abandon your faith but does mean to not get hung up on petty differences.  A petty difference 
would be any difference that does not concern the salvation of one’s soul.   Our ministry in our local church 
and community are the true focus of ministry in the UMC.  Nothing is more important in the midst of 
difference than being the body of Christ.

Peace and Joy and Love,                                                                                                 

Rex Wilburn, Pastor                                                  

In the same way, though there are many 
of us, we are one body in Christ, and 

individually we belong to each other.  
Romans 12:5



HYMNOLY 101 
 hymn  (n) from the Greek hymnos meaning: a song of praise to God

His Eye Is on the Sparrow
Civilla Martin
The Faith We Sing, No. 2146

“Why should I feel 
discouraged? 
Why should the 
shadows come?  
Why should my heart be 
lonely 
and long for heaven and 
home? 
When Jesus is my 
portion? 
My constant friend is he; 
His eye is on the sparrow, 
and I know he watches me.” 

Civilla Durfee Martin (1866-1948) was born in Nova 
Scotia and died in Atlanta, Ga. In “His eye is on the 
sparrow” (1905), she has provided one of the most 
influential and often-recorded gospel hymns of the 
20th century. 

Martin was the daughter of James N. and Irene 
Harding Holden, and was a schoolteacher with 
modest musical training. Together with her 
husband, Walter (1862-1935), they often wrote 
gospel songs for revival meetings. “Be not 
dismayed” (UM Hymnal, No. 130) is an example of 
their collaboration. 

The song was obviously inspired by Matthew 6:26: 
“Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor 
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 
they?” 

Later in Matthew (10:29-31), the Gospel writer 
continues on this theme: “Are not two sparrows 
sold for a farthing? And one of them shall not fall on 
the ground without your Father. But the very hairs 
of your head are all numbered. Fear ye not 

therefore, ye are of more value than many 
sparrows.” Similar thoughts are cited in Luke 
12:6-7. Stanza two quotes part of John 14:1 
directly, “Let not your heart be troubled...” 

Civilla Martin describes the context out of which the 
hymn was born: “Early in the spring of 1905, my 
husband and I were sojourning in Elmira, New York. 
We contracted a deep friendship for a couple by the 
name of Mr. and Mrs. Doolittle—true saints of God. 
Mrs. Doolittle had been bedridden for nigh twenty 
years. Her husband was an incurable cripple who 
had to propel himself to and from his business in a 
wheelchair. Despite their afflictions, they lived 
happy Christian lives, bringing inspiration and 
comfort to all who knew them. One day while we 
were visiting with the Doolittles, my husband 
commented on their bright hopefulness and asked 
them for the secret of it. Mrs. Doolittle’s response 
was simple: ‘His eye is on the sparrow, and I know 
He watches me.’ The beauty of this simple 
expression of boundless faith gripped the hearts 
and fired the imagination of Dr. Martin and me. The 
hymn ‘His Eye Is on the Sparrow’ was the outcome 
of that experience.” 

The next day she mailed the poem to Charles 
Gabriel, a famous composer of gospel songs, who 
wrote a tune for it. 

Singer Ethel Waters (1893–1977) so loved this 
song that she used its name as the title for her au-
tobiography, and it appears on her tombstone.
The song has also been performed by Marvin 
Gaye, Andy Griffith, Whitney Houston, Mahalia 
Jackson, Gladys Knight, Jessye Norman and oth-
ers.

The song has also been performed by Marvin 
Gaye, Andy Griffith, Whitney Houston, Mahalia 
Jackson, Gladys Knight, Jessye Norman and oth-
ers.

Shared from www.umcdiscipliship.org .
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LightSource Student Ministries
This month we are excited to launch our new youth program: LightSource.  

Based on  John 8:12 that reads, “When Jesus spoke again to the people, 
he 
said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.”, it is our goal to empower MUMC 
students to carry the light of Christ into the dark world in which we live.  

LightSource will be led by Tommy & Samantha Sivils.  Tommy and 
Samantha have a heart for teenagers and are excited to instill a love of 
the Word of God and igniting a heart for Christ in the youth of Meadville 
Methodist.  

We are 
currently 
asking 
for donations of gently used furniture for the youth 
room.  We would like to create an atmosphere where 
the teens will be comfortable and enjoy spending 
time.  If you have anything that may be of use, please 
call Samantha at the church office during regular 
church hours.   

LightSource will meet on Sunday Morning’s for 
Sunday School at 9:45 AM beginning on August 8 
and on Wednesday evenings at 6 PM beginning on 
August 18.  This ministry is geared for youth in 
7th-12th grades.  Students do not have to attend 
MUMC to participate. 

Brookhaven First UMC will host a back to school 
concert featuring Mark Lee of Third Day on Friday, 
August 6 at 7 PM.  LightSource Youth that would like 
to attend need to meet in the parking lot by 5 PM.  
We will grab a bite to eat before the concert and plan 
to be back at the church for pick-up by 10 PM. 

As our student ministries get under-way, we ask that 
you commit to pray for our youth and youth leaders.  
We are hopeful that the impact we have on this 
generation will be evident not only in these students, 
but also our church and our community!  
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BACK TO SCHOOL 
WITH MUMC 
AUGUST 8th kickstarts the new Sunday School year for MUMC kids and youth! As we 
move into a new year, we are rebranding and refocusing on growing our kids into 
strong believers who walk confidently and boldly in the light of God’s love. 

Join us each Sunday at 9:45 AM as we grow to understand scripture and God’s 
commands for loving God, ourselves, our family, our friends, and our neighbors. 

If you would like to be part of this exciLng Lme in our church growth, please 
contact Stephenie Sullivan at 479-715-1994 | stepheniesullivan@msn.com 

Bring a friend on August 8 and let’s have fun! 

Be sure to sLck around for Morning Worship as we have our annual “Blessing of the 
Backpacks” to pray over our children and teachers as they return to the classroom! 

 GROWING BEL IEVERS

K i d s
2

Thank you to everyone who helped 
with Vacation Bible School this year.  
We had a fantastic time and so did 
the kids!  And we raised $65 to go 
towards Operation Christmas Child! 
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COLEMANISM: 
One’s greatest possession in life is the 
twenty-four hours directly in front of you.  

Operation Christmas Child 
August’s suggested gift purchases for Operation Christmas Child 
is school supplies.  In many countries, if student’s are unable to 
provide their own school supplies, they are not allowed to attend 
school.  School supplies such as pencils, erasers, sharpeners, 
paper, and crayons are an essential part of shoeboxes!   Please 
consider when you are shopping for your child or grandchild, add 
a couple extra to share for OCC.

Remember there is a box in the Narthex for donations.  We hope 
that 2021 we are able to send more gospel opportunities from 
MUMC than ever before! 

To MUMC family: 

Thank you so much for your prayers, text, calls and food you blessed me with during my 

recent illness.  So proud to be a part of this Family of God. 

             Love you! 

             Sandy Hester
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Celebrate!   
August

Birthdays 
and 

Anniversaries

5:30 PM 
Auxiliary 
League 
Meeting 
Fellowship Hall

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

August 03 Martha Tomlinson
August 03 Leigh Beth Hurst
August 07 Cheryl Jeffus
August 09 Bill Halford
August 09 Pat Jones
August 11 Cody Abadie
August 12 Eli Stebbins
August 14 Grady & Barbie Fleming
August 18 Sue Sullivan
August 21 Brandee Freeman

August 23 Sallie Katherine Hurst
August 23 Cooper Tomlinson
August 24 Judy Oglesby
August 25 Kendra Wallace
August 27 Abbey Smith
August 29 Beverly Gabbert
August 31 Matthew Wilburn

10 AM - Jolly 
Elders 
12 PM - Grief 
and Loss 
Support 
Group

9:45 AM Sunday 
School
11 AM 
Morning Worship 
with Carl Smith

9:45 AM Sunday 
School
11 AM 
Morning Worship

9:45 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM 
Senior Sunday

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

9:45 AM Sunday 
School
11 AM 
Morning 
Worship/
Blessing of the 
Backpacks

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

6 PM 
•Mid-Week 

Bible Study
•LightSource 

Students

6 PM 
Mid-Week Bible 
Study

6 PM 
Mid-Week Bible 
Study

6 PM 
•Mid-Week 

Bible Study
•LightSource 

Students

6 PM 
•Mid-Week 

Bible Study
•LightSource 

Students

I thank my God every time I remember you.  
     Philippians 1:3
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 "I sing because I’m happy,
I sing because I’m free,
For His eye is on the sparrow,
And I know He watches me."
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