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I hate to admit that 
personally I have not 
always prioritized my 
children attending 
Sunday School weekly.  
For the most part, the 

extra hour of sleep seemed way more appealing.  In hindsight, I am vastly 
aware of the disservice this was to my children… and to myself.  
When I consider my childhood, I realize that for the most part my Christian 
education took place in Sunday School.  It was there that I memorized the 
books of the Bible.  It was there that I was nurtured and taught in the Word, 
grew to understand the Word, and became rooted in the Word.  Within the 
confounds of the average church, no other outlet provides the opportunity 
for learning quite like Sunday School.  And as an adult, the fellowship and 
friendships that come through the bond of learning the Word together, 
sharing life’s experiences and prayers happens best within the tight-knit 
group of a Sunday School class.  Sunday School provides a strong 
foundation for every other aspect of the Christian life.  
Even here in the Bible belt, education systems from elementary school 
through college are indoctrinating our children with lies from the enemy.  
They feed doubt as to what the scriptures say.  (Kind of like Satan did with 
Eve in the Garden of Eden.)  A political leader once said, “Give me four 
years to teach your children, and the seed I have sown will never be 
uprooted.”  It is up to parents to first know the Word for themselves, but also 
to teach it to your children and provide them with opportunities to learn the 
Word from like-minded believers so that when challenged by today’s cultural 
norms, they can stand firm in their faith.
Deuteronomy 6:5-7 reads, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I 
give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk 
about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when 
you lie down and when you get up.”  This verse is saying that we are to take 
every opportunity to tell our children about the Word of God.  We make time 
for what is important to us - whether it’s binge watching our favorite tv show, 
dance lessons, or sporting events.  What is more important than impressing 
God’s Word onto the hearts of our children and ourselves.  
MUMC currently hosts Sunday School classes at 9:45 on Sunday morning 
for preschool children, elementary, youth, young adults, ladies, and our older 
adults.  Find the one that works best for you and get connected.   I’ll bring 
the doughnuts!
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HYMNOLY 101 
 hymn  (n) from the Greek hymnos meaning: a song of praise to God

“How Great Thou Art"

Carl Boberg

The United Methodist Hymnal, No. 77 

“How Great Thou Art” has consistently ranked as the 
second most favorite hymn behind “Amazing Grace.”  It 
was written in Sweden by Carol Boberg in 1885.  Before 
finding its way to the United States, it was translated 
from Swedish into German then into Russian and finally 
into English.  The hymn was popularized by George 
Beverly Shea and Cliff Barrows during the early days of 
the Billy Graham crusades.

The original author, Carl Boberg himself gave the 
following information about the inspiration behind his 
poem:
   “It was that time of year when everything seemed to 
be in its richest colouring; the birds were singing in trees 
and everywhere. It was very warm; a thunderstorm 
appeared on the horizon and soon there was thunder 
and lightning. We had to hurry to shelter. But the storm 
was soon over and the clear sky appeared. When I 
came home I opened my window toward the sea. There 
evidently had been a funeral and the bells were playing 
the tune of "When eternity's clock calls my saved soul to 
its Sabbath rest". That evening, I wrote the song, "O 
Store Gud”. 

As the hymn was translated into each language over the 
years, an artistic license was taken by each compiler 
and translator.  The literal translation of the original 
Swedish version is:

O great God, when I look at that world
As you have created with your word of 
omnipotence,
How your wisdom guides the threads of life,
And all beings are saturated at your table: 
    Refrain:
Then the soul bursts forth into praise:
O great God, O great God!
Then the soul bursts forth into praise:
O great God, O great God!
When I consider the high wonders of heaven,

There golden world ships plow the ether blue,
And sun and moon measure the moments of time
And switch, as two bells go: (Refrain)
When I hear the voice of thunder in the storm 
roaring
And the blades of lightning run out of the sky,
When the cold, fresh winds of the rain whistle
And the bow of the promise shines for my sight: 
(Refrain)
When the summer wind blows over the fields,
When flowers smell around the source beach,
When thrushes tease in the green tents
From the quiet, dark stripe of the pine forest: 
(Refrain)

British missionary, Stuart K. Hine embarked on a 
mission to Western Ukraine in 1923, where he and his 
wife learned the Russian version. They took this hymn 
with them when they moved their efforts to the 
Carpathian mountains. Hine, in The Story of “How Great 
Thou Art” (1958), described the genesis of his version of 
the hymn:

“In the very first Carpathian mountain village to which 
the writer climbed, he stood in the street, sang a Gospel 
hymn, and read aloud John chapter three. Among 
sympathetic listeners stood the Russian village 
schoolmaster. But a storm was gathering, and when it 
was evident the missionary would not get any further 
that night, the friendly schoolmaster offered hospitality. 
Awe-inspiring was “the mighty thunder” echoing through 
the mountains, and it was this impression which was to 
bring about the birth of the first verse of the hymn in 
English.”

In Hine's book, Not You, but God: A Testimony to God's 
Faithfulness, Hine presents two additional, optional 
verses that he copyrighted in 1953 as a translation of 
the Russian version, that are generally omitted from 
hymnals published in the United States:

O when I see ungrateful man defiling  
This bounteous earth, God's gifts so good and great; 
In foolish pride, God's holy Name reviling, 
And yet, in grace, His wrath and judgment wait. 
 
When burdens press, and seem beyond endurance, 
Bowed down with grief, to Him I lift my face; 
And then in love He brings me sweet assurance: 
'My child! for thee sufficient is my grace'.

The lyrics differ greatly from Boberg’s original treasure, 
however the message remains the same - “Our God, 
how great thou art!” 
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Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were 
called to peace. And be thankful. Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly 
as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, 
and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. And 
whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him.  Colossians 3:15-17

All Saints Sunday
All Saints Sunday will fall on 
November 7 this year.  If you have a 
loved one that has passed away 
during the past year that you would 
like to be honored, please contact 
Samantha in the church office or by 
email at office@meadvilleumc.com 
by Wednesday, November 3.

Administrative Council Luncheon
There will be an Administrative Council 
Luncheon following service on Sunday, 
November 14.  Each chairman from each 
committee needs to share a report.  
Please bring a covered dish and join us 
as we make plans for the rest of 2021.  

Dear Church family,
I wanted to thank all of you who thought of me during my recent surgery 
and recovery.  The calls, cards, food, and use of the generator made 
things so much easier on me.  I especially appreciate all of the prayers.  I 
am blessed to be part of such a wonderful church and I love you all.

With love,
Madelene Carter

COLEMANISM:  

“No one has ever impaired their eyesight by looking on 
the bright side of things.”

Reminder: 
Set your 

clocks back 
1 Hour 

November 7! 

mailto:office@meadvilleumc.com
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Community
Thanksgiving

Service

Join us each Wednesday as we dive into God’s Word together!  Dinner is 
at 5:15 in the fellowship hall and is followed by worship in the sanctuary 
at 6 PM.  M2 Kids and LightSource Students meet in their respective 
places downstairs.  Come and be blessed!  (There will be no Wednesday 
night service on November 24 as we celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday.)

MUMC is a 
drop-off location!
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Celebrate!   
November
Birthdays 

and 
Anniversaries

5:30 PM 
Auxiliary 
League 
Meeting 
Fellowship Hall

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Liberty)

5:00 PM
Prison Ministry 
(Liberty)

November 01 Terry Oglesby
November 03 Leila Ray
November 03 Heidi Holt
November 05 Ed McCormick
November 06 Tyler & Mary Kathryn Williamson
November 08 Lindsay Smith
November 08  Jody & Tiffany Herring
November 11  David & Suzie Abadie
November 13  Bubba & Susan Gabbert
November 15 Robert Carmona
November 16 Ruby Caroline Smith

November 17  Tommy & Samantha Sivils
November 19 Maddie Freeman
November 19 Dain Poore
November 22 Callie Sullivan
November 23 David Abadie
November 28 Bubba Gabbert
November 28 Eddie Shelton
November 29 Holli Bizarro

10 AM - Jolly 
Elders 
12 PM - Grief 
and Loss 
Support Group

9:45 AM Sunday 
School
11 AM 
Morning Worship
12 PM Admin 
Council 
Luncheon

9:45 AM Sunday 
School
11 AM 
Morning Worship

9:45 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM 
Morning Worship

All Saints 
Sunday
9:45 AM Sunday 
School
11 AM 
Morning Worship

6 PM Worship & 
Word
• LightSource 

Students
• M2 Kids

6 PM Worship & 
Word
M2 Kids
LightSource

5 PM Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

6 PM Worship & 
Word 
M2 Kids
LightSource

5 PM Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING!

5 PM Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

5 PM Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

7 PM - 
Community 
Thanksgiving 
Service

OCC Drop-Off
2-5

OCC Drop-Off
2-5

OCC Drop-Off
2-5

OCC Drop-Off
2-5

OCC Drop-Off
2-5

OCC Drop-Off
2-5

OCC Drop-Off
2-5 OCC Drop-Off

8-11
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