
The Church on the Hill 
I was glad when they said to me, 
    “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”  Psalm 122:1 (NLT) 

If you are friends with me on Facebook, you probably have realized I have 
an affinity for old churches.  My favorite weekend hobby is driving the 
backroads of Mississippi with Tommy and photographing our Golden 
Retrievers against the backdrop of old, country churches.  I am fascinated by 
the architecture of the buildings, mesmerized by the glimmering colors of 
the stained glass windows, and in awe of the realization that the presence of 
God has been invited into these places at least weekly for years!  While we 
certainly can experience the presence of God wherever we are, for me, there 
is just something different being in a place set apart for that purpose. 

In recent years, church attendance across the United States has dropped 
dramatically.  Many of the churches I have photographed are abandoned.  
Once filled with life, purpose, and worship, these buildings remain as 
hollow reminders of the community that once filled its walls.  Unless  
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Believers recognize this trend, many of the beloved 
churches in our community will begin dying out 
too.  We have already seen this happen in some of 
our neighboring towns.   

And let us consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good deeds, not 
giving up meeting together, as some are in 
the habit of doing, but encouraging one 
another—and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching.  Hebrews 10:24, 25 

Church was never intended to be about a 
building.  Church is about community.  Church is about doing life together with like-minded 
believers.  Church is about joining together to worship our Lord! 

“For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these 
members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though 
many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have 
different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is 
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is 
serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, 
then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to 
lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.” Romans 
12:4-8 

Just as a human body without an arm or leg is not whole, the same is true for the church body 
without YOU.  You are important to the church.  It takes each of us, working together, with the goal 
of honoring our Father, to make church happen.  When you are not here, it is like the body is missing 
a hand, an eye, or a foot.  We are incomplete.  We need you.  We need your gifts.  As Christians, we 
are called to spur one another on.  You might be just the one who can encourage another, and if you 
aren’t here, you miss that opportunity.  Bro. Rex often referred to MUMC as “the church on the hill”.  
Each time I heard him say it, my mind went to Matthew 5 where Jesus says we are to be like a “city 
on a hill shining light to others”.  When you’re here, the light shines brighter.   

When I consider my love of churches, I think it is rooted in my upbringing in the church.  It was at 
church I fell in love with Jesus, learned to read and study my Bible, and grew into the woman of God 
that I am today. At church, I felt safe.  At church, I felt accepted.  At church, I felt loved.  As an adult I 
have had a harder time finding a place where I have ever felt the same… until I came to Meadville 
United Methodist Church.  Here I have found a place I belong, a place I am called to serve, and a 
body of people that I love and want to “do life” with.  You belong here 
too.  The invitation is open.  Come as you are.        

Samantha Sivils
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Worship and Word Wednesday 
We look forward to continuing our Wednesday night programs in the new year!  Join us weekly 
beginning January 12th at 5:15 PM for dinner.  At 6 PM we will look forward to growing in the Word 
together! M2 Kids and LightSource Students will continue meeting downstairs during that time.   

LightSource Student Ministries 
LightSource Students have had a great first semester.  We just finished up a Bible study based on Dr. 
Suess’s “How the Grinch Stole Christmas”.  We have many ideas going into 2022 and are excited 
about the future of our youth program.   

Advent Window’s 2021 
Thank you to everyone who participated in MUMC’s Advent Window Displays.  It was a joy to see the 
story of Christmas uniquely told by each participant.   

Left:  Madelene Carter, Jean Peterson, 
Margaret Chatham, Beverly & Doc 
Gabbert visiting prior to the window 
display at the home of Margaret 
Chatham on December 3rd.  

Right:  Parsonage decorated in 
memory of Rev. Rex Wilburn. 
Orilla Joseph’s display.  Doc & 
Beverly Gabbert’s display.  
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‘Hours and Days and Years and Ages’ 
By Brian Kuyper

Scripture Reading: Psalm 103:13-18

From everlasting to everlasting the Lord’s love is with those who fear him. . . .  
Psalm 103:17

As we move toward the coming new year, we often reflect on the past year. One thing I experience 
with the passing of each year is that I often look back and wonder, “Where did the time go?”
As we reflect on the past year and the fleeting passage of time, we are reminded that no matter 
how fast time seems to go by, God is still faithful. As Psalm 103 says, “From everlasting to 
everlasting the Lord’s love is with those who fear him.” As quickly as the time comes and goes, 
there is one thing that never changes: the Lord’s great love for us.

In the hymn “Hours and Days and Years and Ages” we sing about time passing away swiftly. Yet 
God is still our God, and he is ever faithful. No matter what we have faced in the past year—and 
no matter what we will face in the year ahead—God remains and will be our faithful, loving God.
What a comforting thought: God’s love remains with us from “everlasting to everlasting.” That is a 
really long time, for eternity!

God’s love for us in Jesus Christ never changes. As stanza 3 of the hymn says, “When life’s 
dangers overwhelm us, you will ever be our stay;/ through your Son you are our Father, always 
changeless, come what may.”

Thank you, Lord!

Dear God, as we come to the end of another year, we thank you for showing us your love “from 
everlasting to everlasting.” Amen.

(Submitted by Cindy Jones)

Online Resources to Deepen Your Walk with God 

Beginning this month, we hope to share monthly, free online Bible studies or devotions to help you 
in your faith walk.  This month’s is “When Strivings Cease” 
by Ruth Chou Simons.  Through the link below, the videos 
will be free through this six week course.  You can purchase 
a study guide at your discretion from wherever you buy 
books online.   

Calling all who are ready to meet 2022 with a posture of rest 
+ assurance rather than anxious striving!  

When Strivings Cease Online Bible Study begins January 17!  

Sign up for FREE here: https://bit.ly/307cgrA 

Can’t wait to kick off the new year together…fueled by 
grace, not striving! 

https://bit.ly/307cgrA
https://connect.reframeministries.org/e3t/Btc/RB+113/c1X8z04/MW0Vj933pSDW1XKsDg99_8FbW4dVnpw4CGbbXN8pR4D73q3pBV1-WJV7CgPbbW5w3__46RZhBBV-LXLg3BRDbFVq01ld55SKyDVk04Nv2hGzYrW3q5swV6hFj7JW8Xtq6v3mP-myW86f_Pp8G-xx2W4qDjNx99CXzQW6RJdqP7ttnB0W1pZvwd6Rg43FW2y6BsP2sHTytW2pJm873RJ-_NW6nP9WZ5hlwTqN7PZYw1_B2rDW7l5XZ48_TzG9W5zyppL2Gh8RRW5w6ZGT7SFsVwW7n4YbF2c99d4W381NxL9hFVQJW1LflrG7_-MP5VBpbRv6WvXrGW4zP9f57jPGpvW6y9fvc94Y160N672sL0FwrXSVQHq7C97q66cW9grGtb8Dr4x3VHJx1B7LzjjjW1khfBb3r3Hd1W943jDY37MJqXW4v1JDx92zp593mZ_1
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Hymnology 101 
FAMILY OF GOD
Lyric: Gloria Gaither and William J. Gaither 
Music: William J. Gaither  
Copyright © 1970 Hanna Street Music (BMI)

Bill and Gloria Gaither are faithful members of 
a local church in Alexandria, Indiana, and the 
church body is very dear to them. A young 
family in their congregation, Ron and Darlene 
Garner and their three children, inspired the 
writing of the Gaither’s song The Family of 
God.

As Gloria tells it:

It was the Saturday after Good Friday that Ron 
went in for work at the garage where he was 
serving as a mechanic. He was making up 
time that he had taken off the previous 
Thursday to take his little daughter for some 
tests prior to some anticipated heart surgery.
While Ron was working with combustible 
material, there was an explosion. He managed 
to crash his way through the large double 
doors before the building blew apart and went 
up in flames, but he was severely burned over 
most of his body.

Ron was alive but was not expected to make it 
through the night. Within minutes a chain of 
telephone calls alerted the family of God, and 
the whole church began to pray for Ron. Little 
groups, bigger groups, in homes, at the 
church, over the phone.

The church building was kept open, and lights 
burned all through the night as a steady 
stream of folks who cared and loved came to 
talk to Jesus about this young father.
Easter morning the sun rose on a sanctuary 
filled with a bleary-eyed congregation. The 
pastor came in with a report from the hospital. 
Ron has outlived the deadline. The doctor 
says he has a chance.

For the Body of Christ, that news was better 
than eight hours of sleep and a good 
breakfast. New life was infused into us all. 
Tears of praise and joy began to flow, and our 
hope and gratitude poured itself into the 
glorious songs of Easter. Jesus lives, and 
because He lives, we too shall live!
With the words of victory we pledged 
ourselves to what would lie ahead: help with 
the children, many long trips to the hospital, 
blood for transfusions, money, meals, long 
months of support while the healing process 
went on.

On our way home from church that morning 
Bill and I were so full of the beauty of it all that 
we could hardly speak. Finally, we said to 
each other what we had come to realize 
through all this: They’d do that for us, too!
It was almost too good to realize, but it was 
true! We aren’t very model church members. 
The function we fill in the Body of Christ takes 
us away from a lot of the activities of our 
congregation. We’re never available on 
Fridays and Saturdays. We arrive early on 
Sunday mornings to get our children to their 
Sunday school and church, but we cant be 
counted to teach a class with a schedule like 
that.

But they’d do the same thing for us if we were 
the part of the Body that was suffering! Not 
because we were worthy or had earned 
special treatment or were indispensable but 
just because we were a part of the Family of 
God!

As I started dinner, Bill sat down at the piano. 
It wasn’t long before the magnetism of the 
chorus Bill was singing drew me from the 
kitchen to the piano, and we finished the song 
that was to feed us better than any other food.

      (continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

The Family of God 

I’m so glad I’m a part 
of the family of God- 
I’ve been washed in the fountain, 
cleansed by His blood! 
Joint heirs with Jesus 
as we travel this sod, 
For I’m part of the family, 
the family of God.
(2) You will notice we say “brother  
and sister” ’round here-  
It’s because we’re a family  
and these folks are so near; 
When one has a heartache  
we all share the tears, 
And rejoice in each victory  
In this family so dear.
(3) From the door of an orphanage  
to the house of the King-  
No longer an outcast, 
a new song I sing; 
From rags unto riches, 
from the weak to the strong, 
I’m not worthy to be here, 
But, praise God, I belong!

During the next nine months in the hospital 
Ron had many skin grafts and experienced 

much pain, but finally he came home to their 
house on John Street. Eventually, he went 
back to Anderson College and finished his 
degree in athletics. He became assistant 
coach at Alexandria High School and fathered 
two more children. Diane got her heart fixed 
and became a high-school teacher. And one of 
the children, not yet born at the time of the fire, 
was one of the top female athletes in the state 
of Indiana.
And we were filled with joy that the same 
family that stood by the Garners in a thousand 
ways has stood by us, too. We don’t deserve 
it; we haven’t earned it. We were just born into 
it. They treat us like royalty, because we are! 
We’re children of the King!

Last week our friend Hugh Phipps invited Bill 
to go with him to a morning meeting of a group 
of praying guys who get together each week 
here in our town. Ron Garner was there to tell 
for the first time the whole story of his 
experience. Ron is now 78, and not only did 
he live, but went on to teach science, coach, 
and become Athletic Director in our local high 
school.

(Source: www.lovesongtomylife.com) 

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with 
Christ. But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them 
to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one 
body. The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I 
don’t need you!” On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the 
parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our presentable parts need no 
special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked 
it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for 
each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices 
with it.  1 Corinthians 12:12, 18-26

http://www.lovesongtomylife.com


MEADVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH                                                                                                                                                 JANUARY, 2022 

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
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10 AM - Jolly 
Elders 
12 PM - Grief 
and Loss 
Support 

5:30 PM 
Auxiliary 
League 
Meeting 
Fellowship Hall

12 PM
Administrative
Council 
Luncheon

5 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

5 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

5 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

5 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

Weekly Service Times:  
Sunday School - 9:45 AM Wednesday Supper 5:15 PM
Morning Worship - 11:00 AM Wednesday 

January Birthdays and Anniversaries
January 01  Willena Cook
January 05   Cindy Jones
January 05   Hayden Herring
January 07   Tre’ Fleming
January 07  Jim Mullins
January 07   Sarah Stebbins
January 07  Michael Paul Wallace
January 11  Will Clay
January 12  Kim Ray
January 12  Robin Wilburn Moss
January 13 Charlotte Jones
January 13  Mary Clement

January 15  Samuel Cowart
January 16  Mark & Dixie Clay
January 19  Melinda Bradford  
January 20  Clint Herring
January 20  Cliff Herring
January 22  Debbie Halford
January 23  Matt Holt
January 26  David Campbell
January 27  Gary Jones
January 28  Libby Herring
January 30  Christy Street

Wednesday 
night 
activities 
cancelled for 
this week. 
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