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“The Fragrance of Love”
Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and 
walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself 
up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  
Ephesians 5:1-2

Love has little at all to do with feelings, but instead, is a choice you 
must continually make to put another’s well being before your own. 
 
St. Valentine understood that.  When an edict was issued banning 
marriage in an attempt to keep soldier’s minds focused on war rather 
than family, St. Valentine married lovers in secret.  He believed so 
strongly in Christian marriage that he was willing to lose his life to 
protect the sanctity of the marriage covenant.  To remember the legacy 
of St. Valentine, Valentine’s Day is now observed on February 14 each 
year to mark the date he was martyred for his faith.

Loving the people we like is an easy enough task, but what about 
those people who are “thorns in our flesh”?  Jesus said it doesn’t 
matter.  

“If you love only those who love you, why should you get credit for 
that? Even sinners love those who love them! And if you do good only 
to those who do good to you, why should you get credit? Even sinners 

do that much!  Love your enemies! Do good to them. Lend to them 
without expecting to be repaid.”  (Luke 6:32-33, 35a NLT)  

How then do we love?  1 Corinthians 13:4-7 gives us a good 
reference.  “Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or 
proud or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it 
keeps no record of being wronged. It does not rejoice about injustice 
but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. Love never gives up, never 
loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every 
circumstance.”  

http://www.meadvilleumc.com
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Interim Pastor 
Announced
We are excited to announce the appointment of Rev. Heather 
Hensarling as Meadville United Methodist Church’s interim pastor.  
Many of you may remember Rev. Hensarling as she previously 
served from 2015-2017 as Brookhaven District Superintendent.  
Please join us in welcoming Rev. Hensarling to our community.  

Love without sacrifice is not really love.  Love will always cost you something.  St. Valentine lived 
what he believed, and it cost him his life.  Christ came to reconcile us to the Father, and it also cost 
His life.  St. Valentine sacrificed his life for his faith, but Christ sacrificed His life for you.  God has 
asked us to love others in the same way…  preferring one another above ourselves.  John 15:13 
says, “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 

According to John 13:35 others will know that we are Christ’s disciples, if we love one another.  
Actions speak louder than words.  We need to make sure our actions communicate Christ’s love to 
everyone we come in contact.

Does the love you show others reflect Christ’s love for you?  When was the last time you sacrificed 
of yourself for someone else?  As we celebrate Valentine’s this year, I hope we all can make an 
effort to love others better and in doing so be a sweet smelling offering to our Lord.  

             samanthasivils     

LightSource Students 
LightSource Students are continuing to meet weekly on Wednesday 
evenings at 5:30 for supper and at 6:00 for study.  We are currently 
doing a study by Duck Dynasty’s Sadie Robertson Huff called “Fire 
& Faithfulness”.  Students ages 12-18 are welcome to join us as we 
learn what it means to follow God in a world that is opposed to Him.  



Hymnology 101 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
Charles Wesley  
UM Hymnal, No. 384

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven to earth come down; 
fix in us thy humble dwelling; 
all thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation; 
enter every trembling heart.

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) was a prolific hymn writer of the 18th century. Coming from a musical 
family, he left a lasting legacy of congregational song.

The youngest of 18 children, Charles possessed prodigious talents that soon blossomed. Little did 
he know that “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,” would rise to become one of the most popular and 
consistently vocalized Christian songs.

Writing hymn texts that are solidly based on the Scriptures gives them an appeal across 
denominational lines. It is estimated that during his lifetime, Wesley penned more than 9,000 
poems of a spiritual nature, 6,000 of which are hymns. His writings were passionate and well-
crafted, conveying the true essence of Christian teaching.

Wesley married Sara Gwynne in 1749. She was a constant companion to him on his evangelical 
journeys. Only five of their eight children survived infancy. Charles Wesley Jr. (1757-1834) and 
Samuel Wesley (1766-1837) were musical like their father, and his daughter Sarah (1759-1828) 
was gifted in spiritual poetry.

A substantial number of his writings were completed while riding on horseback to his evangelical 
meetings. What really set Charles apart from other hymn writers was his effective use of scriptural 
allusions, providing a spiritual roadmap whereby individuals could imagine a Christ-centered life.
Scholars suggest that he was able to compose about 10 lines of verse daily for 50 years. Charles’ 
brother John sometimes served as editor to his hymns. John’s typical response was, “some were 
good, some were mediocre, and some were exceptional.” John can also be credited with improving 
the singability of Charles’ hymns.

Both John and Charles were instrumental in changing the spiritual environment of Britain during the 
18th century. In doing so, they formed the bedrock of what Methodism has become worldwide. 
Their unwavering devotion to expressing Christian spirituality through hymns has impacted 
individuals across all denominational lines.

(continued on next page)
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But God demonstrates his own love 
for us in this: While we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us. 
Romans 5:8
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The tunes BEECHER or HYFRYDOL typically accompany the text in most hymnals. The hymn is 
written around a progression of thoughts: (1) our prayers for the Holy Spirit, (2) praying for the 
return of our Lord through the second coming, and (3) prayers for the finalization of his new 
creation.

In comparing hymn stanzas across several denominations, very minor variances did occur, mainly 
in single word changes. However, in the Hymnal 1982 (Episcopal) stanza two is omitted. The 
original stanza expressed the Wesleyan concept of the “second rest.” When Charles referred to 
this in his hymns, it specifically applies to the “second birth,” “second blessing,” “second gift.” All of 
these are directed toward achieving full “sanctification” or “Christian perfection.” This is an 
important theological tenet of Methodist preaching from the very beginning.

There is no better way of describing the culmination of adhering to the biblical teachings of Christ, 
than in stanza four of this hymn. Wesley’s phrase, “changed from glory into glory” is almost a direct 
quotation from 2 Corinthians 3:18 (KJV). Wesley describes that day in heaven when “we take our 
place, till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise.”

We are fortunate to be the recipients of the poetic genius of Charles Wesley. He influenced 
Methodism more than any other hymn writer. Upon hearing of Charles’ death, an elderly Londoner 
asked, “Who will write poetry for us now?” What better way to be thought of, than by your poetic 
and spiritual impact on congregational song?

Mr. Beggs, a Master of Theological Studies student at Perkins School of Theology, 
Southern Methodist University, studies hymnology with Dr. C. Michael Hawn.

Light to Everyone in the House
By Al Mulder and Bonny Mulder-Behnia

“A lamp . . . gives light to everyone in the house. . . . Let your light shine before others, that they may 
see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”  Matthew 5:15-16
Jesus is light.

The book of John introduces Jesus this way: “In him was life, and that life was the light of all 
people” (John 1:4). Later Jesus described himself with similar words: “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12).
Jesus also said, “You are the light of the world”—and he was talking about all who follow him. This 
does not mean we are the light source as Jesus is; but in this way Jesus challenged his followers to 
reflect his light. When Jesus lives in our hearts and guides our actions, people around us see his 
light reflected in us.

When our family lived in New Mexico, we saw many Navajo hooghans—one-room dwellings with 
one lamp for the entire house. This setting, unlike other homes with many rooms, helps us 
understand Jesus’ teaching about a lamp that “gives light to everyone in the house.”
A dear colleague shared about a special moment he had with his mother just before he was 
ordained as a minister. She said she was proud of him and prayed that he would have a successful 
ministry. “But always remember,” she said, “the person you really are is the person you are at home.”
May Jesus shine brightly through you—especially at home.

Light of the world, light up our lives. Make us shine brightly with your loving, forgiving, healing 
presence. In your name, Amen.

    (Submitted by Cindy Jones)

https://connect.reframeministries.org/e3t/Btc/RB+113/c1X8z04/VVYQ5H1KY20rW5y4DN52VWMpXW6fpr4J4DHXr0N1zSXtc3q3phV1-WJV7CgGf_W6z6HhF7bZSN3W1YDyqK7SkqBqN34k7hDNf1QvVZ44Xx5jsj4BVtTD3r4sJQGbW6ZDMQh8lYpp5W741Nbg8qkzn-VvlHS14Y9WLkM81kp0h4-pxW6gdRtM5PYDp8W5X9xmp1qxYW3W8tB1-T79gXCkN7q4wQ8wpGbhW8rgbQr1R6d-jW2kh8j_6mZFxHW5wH2rd5hNp5nW6zkdcf3vQvQTW93pd7X7gTDMhW4qk_WR8J8MmZW8D15FJ6q-fFxW6DSr2c5GqNh7N73v_Py9rcqLW539hjh6BqFJFW7-Vy432NcdvyW1nG0Nx5m-NRTW10M1cd6MhX93W5yb4_G7htmPJW2BHzp35rVQ8k3c0T1
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Our annual local-missions 
fundraiser is ready for kick-off!  

Join us following morning worship 
on Sunday, February 13 for our 
annual Soup-er Bowl Sunday.  
Please bring soup, cornbread, or a 
dessert.  

Donations are appreciated. 

Contact Cindy Jones or Stephenie 
Sullivan for more information!

Please join us to celebrate 

Margaret Ann Chatham’s 

90th Birthday 

Sunday, February 6th 

Come & Go 2-3:30 PM 
Meadville United Methodist Church 

Fellowship Hall 

*No gifts please 

Online Resources to Deepen 
Your Walk with God 

God's Word is with you.

Tens of millions of people are using the 
Youversion Bible App™ to make God's 
Word a part of their daily lives. Download 
the free app on any smartphone and 
access your bookmarks, notes, and 
reading plans from anywhere. Enjoy 
hundreds of versions, including audio, all 
on your mobile device. 

For more information, visit 
www.bible.com .  

http://www.bible.com
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February Birthdays and Anniversaries

5:30 PM 
Auxiliary 
League 
Meeting

10 AM - Jolly 
Elders 
12 PM - Grief 
and Loss 
Support Group

10:00 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM Morning 
Worship
2-3:30 
Margaret’s 90th 
Birthday

6 PM 
•LightSource 

Students
• M2 Kids

5 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

5 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

February 1 Zach McCormick
February 3 Margaret Chatham
February 4 Mitch Priest
February 6 Bo Fleming
February 6 Mamie Ruth Halford
February 6 Sidney Youngblood
February 7 Judy McGehee
February 8 Morgan Poore
February 9 Avis Mullins
February 10 Kenneth Oglesby
February 11 Sarah Halford

February 13 Carol Oglesby
February 15 Erica Jones
February 16 Dot Oglesby
February 18 Jean Hollinger
February 19 Pam Wilburn
February 19 Ric & Theresa Wege
February 20 Ed & Betty Youngblood
February 20 Allin Kimbrough
February 23 Shelby Smith
February 27 Clara Guice
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6 PM 
•LightSource 

Students
• M2 Kids

6 PM 
•LightSource 

Students
• M2 Kids

6 PM 
•LightSource 

Students
• M2 Kids

5 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

5 PM
Prison 
Ministry 
(Meadville)

10:00 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM Morning 
Worship
12:00 Souper 
Bowl
10:00 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM 
Morning 
Worship
10:00 AM 
Sunday School
11 AM 
Morning 
Worship

“The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face shine on you 

and be gracious to you; 
the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” 
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This is how we know what
love is: Jesus Christ laid
down his life for us. And
we ought to lay down our
lives for our brothers and

sisters.  1 John 3:16
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