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“YOU BELONG HERE!”

Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread 
at home and ate food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and 
having the goodwill of the people. And day by day the Lord added to their 
number those who were being saved.  Acts 2: 46-47

And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  Hebrews 10: 
24-25

Above, two important passages of scripture about the importance of 
meeting together. From Acts 2, the people having just witnessed the 
Pentecost of the Holy Spirit have asked Peter what they must do now. Peter 
responds, Repent! And be baptized.” Not only did they repent and be 
baptized, but they organized to be a supportive, loving community together. 
What would come to be known as the Church. The passage says, “they spent 
much time together in the temple….and the Lord added to their number.”

In Hebrews 10 we see the admonition to meet together so that we 
might “provoke one another to love and good deeds.” In this passage, the act 
of actually meeting together provokes love, good deeds, and, as the writer 
goes on to say, encourages one another.

These two passages are unique descriptions of what the Church is to 
be when at our best. They are passages I encourage us to focus on as 
Meadville United Methodist Church.

In recent weeks I’ve heard two people, Samantha Sivils and Stephenie 
Sullivan, use the following phrase in reference to our church: “You belong 
here.” I love that. It is both a call to action and a hospitable welcome. It is a 
gentle way of saying, everyone is welcome because there is a place for 
everyone. It is a subtle way of saying, you are loved.

And while it’s true that this phrase works across the board for 
strangers and long-time members, alike. I’d like to address our members for 
just a moment with one small nuance to this phrase.
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You STILL belong here.

With the onset of Covid, our church went almost two long years unable to really meet in 
person. Regular activities were put on hold. At home pastoral calls were at a minimum for the safety 
of all. This made sense under the circumstances. But now the circumstances have changed. We are 
back in regular worship, masks optional. We have Wednesday night activities for children, youth, and 
adults, including a free meal. People are receiving in home visits. We have four adult Sunday School 
classes. One is designed just for our “younger” adults (you get to define what “younger” means). On 
Sunday mornings prayers are prayed, songs are sung, the scripture is read, the word proclaimed. 
And, on Sunday mornings, community is made. So what’s missing? Perhaps it is you. And I want to 
take a moment to say we miss you and you still belong here.

What has caused this post-Covid phenomenon of people not returning to their regular church 
attendance? Some might say we just got out of the habit. I prefer to say, we lost our rhythm.

There’s a rhythm to all of life, isn’t there? As we behold the ushering in of Spring we see the 
rhythm of the seasons. As we watch our children and grandchildren grow we see the rhythm of the 
generations. Even in the mundane we maintain a rhythm. We get up in the morning we know exactly 
what we’re going to do. Get a cup of coffee, read the paper, go to work. Etc. For many of us church 
and worship is part of that rhythm. When Covid eased up and we returned to church some came 
back naturally. But for others, getting our rhythm back has been more of a challenge. We get it. We 
understand. But it’s not too late to add back in to your weekly rhythm the practice of presence in the 
house of the Lord. Besides, you belong here.

Often on Sundays I repeat this phrase: We come to church to be reminded that we are not in 
control and we are not alone. Of course, we are reminded that God is the one in control. And we 
simply behold the community of believers surrounding us on any given Sunday and we know that we 
really are not alone, ever. We’re in it together. And when we are in it together we become like the 
church of Acts 2 “adding to our number those who are being saved.” When we’re in it together we 
become like the church in Hebrews encouraging one another and provoking one another to love and 
good deeds. When these things happen, not only is the church better, but the entire world is better. 
Because the loving fellowship that is unique to a congregation like Meadville United spills beyond the 
doors and walls and touches the whole world. Don’t you want to be part of a community like that? I 
do.

So the invitation is this: Find your rhythm…again. Don’t let a few absences embarrass you 
away from your return to church. Whether you are present in body or in Spirit, you are still a part of 
the community of faith that is Meadville United Methodist Church and we claim you as our own…out 
of love, out of friendship, out of Christian discipleship. The season of Lent, the Sundays approaching 
Easter, are a good time to seek out that church going rhythm again. Sunday School at 10:00. 
Worship at 11:00. Every Sunday we are making strides and the worshipping community is growing. 
It’s not growing for number’s sake, it’s growing for God’s sake. Can we count you in? Because, 
remember, you still belong here.

Deep peace in Christ,

Heather



Hymnology 101 
At Calvary
1. Years I spent in vanity and pride, 
Caring not my Lord was crucified, 
Knowing not it was for me He died on Calvary.
Refrain: 
Mercy there was great and grace was free, 
Pardon there was multiplied to me, 
There my burdened soul found liberty–  
At Calvary.
2. By God’s Word at last my sin I learned–  
Then I trembled at the Law I’d spurned, 
Till my guilty soul imploring turned to Calvary. 
[Refrain]
3. Now I’ve giv’n to Jesus ev’rything, 
Now I gladly own Him as my King, 
Now my raptured soul can only sing of Calvary. 
[Refrain]
4. O, the love that drew salvation’s plan! 
O, the grace that brought it down to man! 
O, the mighty gulf that God did span – at Calvary. 
[Refrain]

William P. Newell (1868-1956) was a troubled 
youth.  His father, a pastor, pleaded with R.A. 
Torrey, the President of Chicago’s Moody Bible 
Institute, to allow young Bill to be enrolled.  Torrey 
initially responded that the school was for the 
training of future missionaries and pastors and not 
a reform school.  The desperation of the father won 
out and eventually Torrey caved with the stipulation 
that Bill would attend all classes, obey all rules, and 
stop in to meet with Torrey daily.  Bill agreed to the 
conditions.  Days and weeks went by, and while Bill 
held up his end of the bargain, not much else 
seemed to changed until the day Bill burst into 
Torrey’s office with the exclamation that he had 
become a Christian.  

Having motive to complete his education, Bill 
became the ideal student.  He graduated with a 
doctorate degree, pastored for a while, and then 
returned to the Institute as a faculty member.  

One day between classes, the lyrics to “At Calvary” 
came to Bill quickly.  He wrote them on the back of 
a used envelope and gave them to Dr. Daniel 
Towner, the Institute’s music director.  Within an 

hour, the upbeat melody that accompanies the 
lyrics was composed.  The song is a celebratory 
declaration of William Newell’s own testimony, as 
well as the testimony of many others who have 
heard and responded to Christ’s call in the years 
since.

Lent Prayer and Fasting Challenge 
PRAYER AND FASTING MARCH 28-APRIL 3
FOCUS VERSE: “And whenever you fast, do not 
look dismal like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 
their faces so as to show others that they are 
fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head 
and wash your face, so that your fasting may be 
seen not by others but by your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you.” Matthew 6:16-18
FOCUS QUESTIONS: 1) Do you feel that fasting 
can change us? How? 2) How do you need God to 
help you sacrifice this week? 3) Pray for 
Meadville’s new pastor. 4) In this season in the life 
of Meadville United Methodist Church who or what 
is God calling us to be? Pray that God will give the 
church direction.

 PRAYER AND FASTING APRIL 4-APRIL 10
FOCUS VERSE: “Whoever wants to be first must 
be last of all and servant of all.” Mark 9:35
FOCUS QUESTIONS: 1) How is God calling you to 
be a servant? 2) Pray about what it means to be 
last of all. 3) Pray for Meadville’s new pastor. 4) In 
this season in the life of Meadville United Methodist 
Church who or what is God calling us to be? Pray 
that God will give the church direction.

PRAYER AND FASTING APRIL 11-APRIL 17
FOCUS VERSE: “When Jesus had received the 
wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’ Then he bowed his 
head and gave up his spirit.” John 19:30
FOCUS QUESTIONS: 1) What new thing is God 
calling you to do in this season of Lent? 2) What is 
one new way you can deepen your own faith 
journey? 3) How can you implement that way? 4) 
Pray for Meadville’s new pastor. 5) In this season in 
the life of Meadville United Methodist Church who 
or what is God calling us to be? Pray that God will 
give the church direction.
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Online Resources to Deepen Your Walk with God 
Anne Graham Lotz’s website found at www.annegrahamlotz.org contains a 
plethora of materials to assist a Christian in their daily life.  The site offers 
daily devotions, free bible studies, and a quarterly newsletter.  Resources 
are available to help the Christian learn to study the bible and learn to pray.  
Her Daily Light Devotion offers a unique interpretation of scripture as prayer.  
There is something on Anne’s site for everyone.  A mobile app is also 
available. 

God Hears Us in Our Distress

By Jason Zuidema and David Rozeboom 
Scripture Reading: Psalm 107:25-29

They reeled and staggered like drunkards; they were at their wits’ end. Then they cried out to the Lord in 
their trouble, and he brought them out of their distress.  
Psalm 107:27-28

The purpose of the church is often misunderstood. Many people see a “holier than thou” attitude among its 
members. Yet Scripture teaches that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).
Many others see the church as a place of spiritual relaxation or material blessing. That misconception 
causes frustration for people who are faithful believers but still have trouble and distress in their lives. If we 
describe it in nautical terms, the church is not a warship or a cruise ship but a lifeboat.
The seafarers described in Psalm 107 were helpless in the storm. They had no control over the 
movements of their ship. But they “cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and he brought them out of their 
distress.” They could not rely on their own strength, but they could trust in the power of the Lord.
This is still true today. God’s Word does not say we will not experience “the valley of the shadow of death,” 
but it does promise that God is with us (Psalm 23:4). God does not ignore the cries of his people; he hears 
us in our distress.

Are you spinning around in a storm in your life? Rather than trying to fix things in your strength alone, ask 
the Lord to be with you in your distress and to have mercy on you.
Dear Lord, please carry us through the storms of life. Guide us not to rely on our own strength but to trust in 
you. We call out to you for help, Lord and Savior. Amen.

          Submitted by Cindy Jones

Operation Christmas child 
The suggested gift donation for April is stuffed animals.  Testimonial: 
“When I lifted the lid on my purple plastic shoebox, the first thing I saw 
was a stuffed dog. I was filled with exuberant joy! I just remember 
hugging it.”–Yuliya, Central Asia  This is a great time to shop for stuffed 
animals.  Most department stores have small ones that are priced well 
with their Easter merchandise.  Pick up a couple extra when you shop 
to help bring good news of great joy to kids across the world.  
Remember there is a drop-off box in the Narthex for OCC collections.
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Annual Easter Egg Hunt
MUMC’s annual easter egg hunt will be 
Wednesday, April 13 at 6 PM during the 
regular Wednesday night M2 Kids program.  If 

you can donate eggs or candy, please 
leave them on the island in the 
kitchen.  If you would like to volunteer 
to help, please contact Mary Kathryn 
Williamson.  
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Lenten Luncheon Preparations
It's almost time for HOLY WEEK again. 
  If you would like to help and /or donate food 
items that would be great!  If you have 
donated in the past and you liked what 
you made  and would like to make the 
same item, please let me know.  If you 
would like to make something different 
this year,  let me know.  
I will have a sign-up sheet at church on 
Sunday morning  or you can call me at 
513-250-7385.  I don't take calls at 
night, as I am at work 3 - 9.  But you 
can leave a message or call after 9.
We will need some worker bees, 
too....so if you can give a few hours on one of 
the days, please let me know.
Theresa Wege tabwsew@gmail.com
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Holy Week LunchesHoly Week Lunches
April 11-15                 Noon Daily

Lenten Speakers:

Rev. Will Lott  
Bude Church of God
Monday, Apri l  1 1

Bro. Tyson Wyndom
Bude Baptist Church
Tuesday, Apri l  12

Rev. Larry Edwards
Praise Cathedral Church of God
Wednesday, Apri l  13

R e v .  T o b y  J o n e s
Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Thursday, Apri l  14

B r o .  M a r v i n  H o w a r d
Mt. Zion Baptist Church
Fr iday, Apri l  15 www.meadvilleumc.com



April 01    Arch McCormick
April 4     Ed & Stephanie McCormick
April 5     Ed & Libby Herring
April 07    Chris Sullivan
April 08    David Hester
April 9     Shelly & Jennifer Cowart
April 12    Marc Colson
April 13    Sonny Dickey
April 13    Leah Crawford
April 14    Scotty & Lindsay Smith
April 16    David & Sandy Hester

April  18   Ken Posey
April 20    Suzie Abadie
April 20    James Ray
April 22    Leslie Flowers
April 23    Brett Herring
April 26    Madelene Carter
April 26    Ashley Hammock
April 29    Bo & Beverly Gabbert
April 29    Austin & Katherine McCormick
April 30    Cody Jeffus

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Good Friday

Easter

$SULO�)RRO¶V�'D\

Earth Day

PassoverPalm Sunday

Orthodox Easter

April Birthdays and Anniversaries

5:30 PM 
Auxiliary 
League 
Meeting

12 PM 
Lenten 
Luncheon
12 PM Grief 
Group

12 PM 
Lenten Lunch
5 PM
Prison 
Ministry
6 PM Maundy 
Thursday

12 PM Admin 
Council Lunch

Weekly Services Times
Sunday - 10 AM - Sunday School Wednesday - 5:15 PM - Dinner

      11 AM - Morning Worship    6:00 PM - Worship & Word 
        4 PM - Intercessors Prayer           LightSource Students

M2 Kids

12 PM 
Lenten 
Luncheon

12 PM 
Lenten 
Luncheon
6 PM Easter 
Egg Hunt
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The Lord give you joy as he shows you his  
Fatherly mercies new every morning. 

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry

12 PM 
Lenten 
Luncheon

Spring 
Clean-out 
Sale



But God
demonstrates his

own love for us in
this: While we
were still sinners,

Christ died for us.
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