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“Christ Shows Up in Community”  
  
Three Sundays out from Easter…how do we keep the Easter miracle alive in us? Jesus 
appeared to Thomas and had to show him His wounds before he would believe. 
Jesus proclaimed, “blessed are those who believe though they have not seen.” We 
read this passage on Sunday, April 24. But we followed it up with this passage from 1 
Peter 1: 8: “Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do 
not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious 
joy….” The writer of 1 Peter needed to remind their community of this important 
message and we need the reminders too. 

 Is it possible, though, that we actually DO see Christ? Is it possible that we 
see him in the ordinary, everyday, day to day acTviTes in our life? I believe it is 
possible. SomeTmes we just need to be paying aUenTon. 

 I believe that one way Christ appears to us is in the relaTonships we have in 
community. He oVen shows up in in the ordinary relaTonships of our lives when we 
are surprised by the loving gesture of someone else. If this is the case, then we have 
the potenTal to provide an experience of the risen Lord every Tme we reach out to 
someone. Just as we experience Him when others reach out to us. 

 Face Book has its share of horror stories and ways it can break down 
community, but recently I posted something on Face Book that exemplified one of 
the ways community can show up for one another. I lost my brother Dale to 
demenTa in January 2018. We were as close as a brother and sister could be. He was 
also a United Methodist minister and a great influence on my life. He was diagnosed 
with early onset demenTa in his fiVies. On a recent night, I was missing him terribly. 
It wasn’t his birthday or the anniversary of his death. Just a quiet night on the porch 
when I became overwhelmed with a deep longing to see him again. In a moment, I 
had posted a photo of Dale with a comment about missing him that night. I just felt 
the need to share my grief. Over 180 people responded with though_ul emojis and 
words of encouragement. I have been overwhelmed by these kind responses. Jesus 
showed up in a “least likely place” when a community of friends and strangers 
responded to a need. Borrowing from 1 Peter 1: 8, I felt an “inexpressible joy.” 

 We have the resurrecTon every day when we choose to live in community 

http://www.meadvilleumc.com
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Operation Christmas child 
The suggested gift donation for May is hygiene items.  
Testimonials: “I absolutely loved the washcloth. As an orphan I 
had to share a towel with about 20 kids. So when I got the 
washcloth I actually thought it was my own personal towel.”–
Vladimir, Asia“The toothbrush meant a lot because before I had 
to share my toothbrush with 25 other girls.”–Yuri, Honduras  Pick 
up a couple extra when you shop to help bring good news of 
great joy to kids across the world.  Remember there is a drop-off 
box in the Narthex for OCC collections.

and to respond to the needs around us. We have an experience of the living Christ, the “empty tomb savior,” 
when we receive the care of others and extend care to others. How is our community life going? Are we 
paying aUenTon? Are there ways we can be intenTonal in focusing our faith on those around us, friend and 
stranger alike? 

 My primary community is the community of faith that is the Church. Let us not assume that just 
because we worship together we are showing up for one another. What are ways your Church, and thus the 
living Lord, has shown up for you? What are the ways you show up for your Church? Let us live in community 
without taking it for granted and let us work together to deepen our shared experience of the resurrected 
Christ. 

 With thanksgiving for our shared journey, I wish you 

Deep peace, 

Heather 

Thank You! 
To everyone who worked so 
diligently to make Holy Week 
Lunches a success, thank you!  
You ladies (and Steve) did a 
fantastic job preparing, cleaning, 
decorating, and serving.  God 
bless your faithfulness in serving 
Him through serving others.
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Hymnology 101 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
Joseph Scriven

It is often mentioned that artists, writers, and 
musicians use their craft as therapy for their own 
souls. That could certainly hold true for the author 
of “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”. 

Joseph Scriven penned the words, 

“What a friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and grief to bear!”

following the death of his fiancée who accidentally 
drowned shortly before their wedding day. He 
wrote the words as a poem and mailed it from his 
home in Canada to his mother in Ireland. She was 
ill at the time and he’d hoped the poem would 
comfort her as well.   

Following the death of his fiancée, Scriven moved 
around a bit before meeting Eliza Catherine 
Roach, the neice of Commander Pengelly whose 
he had privately tutored. She became his second 
fiancée. However, tragedy struck again. Eliza 
became sick and died shortly before their 
marriage. Hymnologist Albert Bailey noted that 
Scriven was a selfless person by nature and was 

known as “the man who saws wood for poor 
widows and sick people who are unable to pay.”
 Scriven lived from 1819-1886. At the time of 
Scriven’s death, he had become despondent and 
in ill-health. He was found dead in the spillway of a 
mill. It is not known if he had fallen or fainted. He 
was buried in an unmarked grave between Eliza 
Roach and her uncle, Commander Pengelly. 

It is thought that his mother released “What a 
Friend We Have in Jesus” to the public.  He had 
published a collection of poetic works prior to his 
death, “Hymns and Other Verses”.  What a Friend 
We Have in Jesus was not included in it.

The text has remained unusually steady with few 
editorial alterations over the years. Edward 
Samuel Caswell published an early manuscript 
version signed by Scriven that was titled, “Pray 
without Ceasing” in 1919. It appeared in four 
quatrains. The fourth reads as follows:

“Are we cold and unbelieving,
Cumbered with a load of care?
Here the Lord is still our refuge:
Take it to the Lord in prayer.”

Of the hymn, Caswell stated that it was “beyond 
question the best-known piece of Canadian 
literature. The hymn has been performed by 
multiple recording artists including Pat Boone, 
Loretta Lynn, Barbara Mandrell, Dolly Parton, Ella 
Fitzgerald, Aretha Franklin, Tina Turner and many 
others.

Thank You! 
Dear Church family,

Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers, calls, texts and food you provided for our family in the passing 
of our precious Momma.  Most of all for the prayers and encouragement give to my Mom and us.

Bro. Rex always visited her when she was in the hospital and she enjoyed him so much.

Thanks again for everything!

Love,
The Shelton & Priest family



Online Resources to Deepen Your Walk with God 
Join people from every nation, 
praying for people in every nation.  

Operation World equips believers 
to respond to God's call for his 
people to pray. 

More information available at: 
www.operationworld.org .  

A mobile app is also available. 
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LET'S
"PAMPER" THE MCCORMICKS

Sunday, May 22, 2022

Twelve o'clock in the afternoon

Meadville United Methodist Church

celebrating

Macie & Zach McCormick
"Olivia Mayes McCormick"

baby
shower

Pampers Diapers & Wipes Requested. 

OoOoO 

Children 
are a 

heritage 
from the 
LORD, 

offspring a 
reward 

from him.  
Psalm 127:3 

OoOoO

http://www.operationworld.org


SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

Cinco De Mayo

0RWKHU¶V�'D\

Memorial Day

May 01 Daniel Youngblood
May 03 Delores Martin
May 05 Gary & Cindy Jones
May 06 Joyce Wilson
May 07 Jennifer Cowart
May 09 Stacye Campbell
May 09 Leo McBride
May 12 Theresa Wege
May 16 Chase Freeman
May 16 Eli Herring
May 16 Joe Bowlin

May 18 Josh Herring
May 19 Opal Bowlin
May 21 Mary Kay Holt
May 22 Bill & Debbie Halford
May 25 Tyler Williamson
May 26 Chris & Stephanie Sullivan
May 27 Eddie & Sue Stebbins
May 28 Martha Dickey
May 29 George & Elizabeth Rushing
May 29 Hunter & Dacey Shands
May 30 Michael Hester

May Birthdays and Anniversaries

5:30 PM 
Auxiliary 
League 
Meeting

12 PM Admin 
Council Lunch

Weekly Services Times
Sunday - 10 AM - Sunday School Wednesday - 5:15 PM - Dinner

      11 AM - Morning Worship    6:00 PM - Worship & Word 
        4 PM - Intercessors Prayer           LightSource Students

M2 Kids
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The Lord bless you and keep you and give you peace! 

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry

10 PM - Jolly 
Elders
12 PM - Grief 
Group

12 PM
Zach & Macey  
McCormick Baby 
Shower
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