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Heart-to-Heart with Heather 

 The word “transi/on” has been used so much in modern parlance that it may 
have lost some of its impact. But “transi/on” is exactly what our congrega/on is in 
the middle of. A Merriam-Webster defini/on of “transi/on” is “the process or a 
period of changing from one state or condi/on to another.” If we edit that sentence 
just a liEle it describes us spot on. Our transi/on is the process of changing from one 
pastor to another. This is not a new process for Meadville. We’ve been through this 
before. This /me around, though, as the current pastor, I’d like to take the liberty of 
making a few sugges/ons to help us welcome Reverend Calvin Cosnahan and his 
wife Tina. And these are ways that you can start immediately. You don’t have to wait 
un/l he arrives to engage these ideas. 

 The Lewis Center for Church Leadership offers a wonderful resource called 
“50 Ways to Welcome Your New Pastor” by Robert Crossman. In it Crossman says, 
“Know that welcoming your new pastor in genuine and effec/ve ways lays the 
ground work for a healthy and vital rela/onship and the development of stable, 
long-term ministries together.” Isn’t this what we all seek? I’ve selected three of the 
“50 Ways” for your considera/on. Here they are: 

1. Open your hearts [now] and decide you are going to love your new 
pastor. 

Jesus said in John 15:17, “I am giving you these commandments so that you may 
love one another.” Paul tells us that “faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and 
the greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13). Love is at the heart of Christ’s 
ministry. It is Christ’s love for us that empower us to love one another. Pastors are as 
human as anyone else. Your love enables us to do more than we could ever do on 
our own and makes us beEer pastors. 

2. Begin praying daily for the new pastor and family, even as you con>nue 
praying for your depar>ng pastor. 

1 Timothy 2:1 says, “First of all, then, I urge that supplica/ons, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for all people.” There is no way to truly measure the the 
power of prayer in the life of a believer. We are called to pray without ceasing.  
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Your prayers for Reverend Cosnahan now will have a big impact on his ending well at Fannin UMC and star/ng 
strong at  Meadville. Pray that he and his wife have all that they need to prepare for this move. Pray that his 
move to Meadville is easy and safe. Pray that he is happy, hopeful, and excited. Pray for his last Sunday at 
Fannin and his first Sunday at Meadville. 

  3. Invite church members individually to send cards of welcome and encouragement to  
     the incoming pastor. 

1 Thessalonians 5:13 says “Therefore encourage one another and build up each other.” 
This is the “gree/ng before the gree/ng” and can go a long way to introducing Reverend Cosnahan to this 
congrega/on and to you individually. Cards and notes of encouragement only make us more excited to be 
coming to be a part of a new faith community. Address your cards and notes of encouragement to: 

Calvin and Tina Cosnahan 
211 Bayview Drive 

Madison, MS 39110 
Email: calvincosnahan@aol.com 

 I hope these ideas are helpful to you as you to prepare for the coming of your new pastor. I want you 
to know that I will be praying for Reverend Cosnahan and sending him a note of encouragement, too. I also 
want you to know that I will be praying for you, dearest Meadville  UMC! You have had such a trying year 
since July of 2021 when Brother Rex first began to show symptoms of covid. You have truly been the Body of 
Christ for the redemp/on of the world. Your love for one another and for missions near and far cannot be 
measured and is a shining example of what the Church is to be about. 

 On a personal note, I want to thank you for your acceptance and warm recep/on of me. You didn’t 
know what you were gegng on February 1, but you gave me a chance. For this I am deeply grateful. Serving 
you has been a privilege and an honor. You are a deeply endearing church. One cannot help but love you. And 
this is what I feel at my core for each and every one of you…love. Thank you for your support and 
encouragement over these last few months and thank you for your grace and love. I will never forget the /me 
I have had with you. As I con/nue to pray for you, I covet your prayers as I move to First UMC, Columbia. I will 
hold you in my heart and look forward to each /me our paths may cross. Un/l then, I wish you 

Deep peace, 

Heather 

Bro. Calvin and Tina Cosnahan’s first Sunday with MUMC will be July 
03.  We will have a lunch welcoming the Cosnhan’s following worship 
on Sunday, July 11. 
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Hymnology 101 
“Hymn of Promise"  
Natalie Sleeth

“In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; 
in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be 
free! In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that 
waits to be, unrevealed until its season, something God 
alone can see.”

From time to time, a choral anthem inspires a 
hymn. "Hymn of Promise" was first conceived 
as an anthem in 1985, performed at the 
Pasadena Community Church, St. Petersburg, 
Florida, during a festival concert on Natalie 
Sleeth's music. Long known as a composer of 
anthems, especially for children, Natalie Sleeth 
(1930-1992) contributed one of the favorite 
new hymns to The United Methodist Hymnal.
Sleeth was as native of Evanston, Illinois. She 
began piano study at the age of four and 
gained much of her musical experience by 
singing in choral ensembles during her earlier 
years. Studying music theory, piano, and organ 
at Wellesley College in Massachusetts, she 
received her B.A. in 1952. She was married to 
Ronald E. Sleeth, a United Methodist 
clergyman and professor of homiletics at 
Perkins School of Theology at Southern 
Methodist University.

Sleeth received honorary doctorates from West 
Virginia Wesleyan College (1989), and 
Nebraska Wesleyan College (1990). Some of 
her compositions are described in her 
devotional book, Adventures for the Soul 
(1987).

Sleeth had the ability to compose both texts 
and music. Though "Hymn of Promise" has 
become a favorite hymn for funerals, it was 
written at a time when the author states that 
she was "pondering the ideas of life, death, 
spring and winter, Good Friday and Easter, and 
the whole reawakening of the world that 
happens every spring." Inspired by a T.S. Eliot 
line, the germ of the hymn grew from the idea 

"in our end is our beginning," the phase that 
begins the third stanza of the hymn.

While it carries the promise of spring and the 
hope of Easter in its beautiful metaphors, it is a 
very appropriate hymn for funeral and 
memorial services. Shortly after its 
composition, the composer’s husband was 
diagnosed with what turned out to be a 
terminal malignancy. Ronald Sleeth requested 
that "Hymn of Promise" be sung at his funeral 
service.

A wonderful child-like simplicity permeates 
"Hymn of Promise." Natalie Sleeth had a gift for 
composing texts on complex theological ideas 
that were still accessible to children. Her 
melodies seemed totally natural and therefore 
effortless for people to learn. "Hymn of 
Promise" is one of the most memorable hymns 
written by an American United Methodist in the 
last part of the twentieth century, and it 
promises to be sung for many years to come.

Of Sleeth, Composer R.G. Huff stated, “"In 
March 1992, I attended the memorial service of 
Natalie Sleeth at Wellshire Presbyterian 
Church in Denver, across the street from the 
church I served there. I had been a pen-pal of 
sorts with her for several years and wanted to 
be there for the celebration of her contribution 
to church music, especially the music of 
children.

"For a full hour before the funeral, the church’s 
choir, soloists and organist performed her 
songs, hymns and anthems. It was a great 
tribute to her writing legacy. Of course, this was 
one of the songs we heard that day . . ..
"Like the theologian she was, Natalie Sleeth 
moved on to worship: songs rising from 
silence, words seeking melodies, darkness 
becoming light, hope becoming evident in 
future days. Finally – and this relates to the 
afternoon in March 1992 – she expressed how 
life moves into death, death gives way to 
eternity, and ultimate victory comes for those 
whose doubt has evolved into belief.”
                       BY C. MICHAEL HAWN
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-in-
the-bulb-there-is-a-flower



Do Pets Go to Heaven? from Turning Point with Dr. David Jeremiah 

The Bible does not clearly state whether we will see our pets again in heaven, but there are Scriptures that 
suggest the presence of animals in heaven.  

In Isaiah 11:6 we are told that during the millennium reign of Jesus on earth, “The wolf also shall dwell with 
the lamb, The leopard shall lie down with the young goat, The calf and the young lion and the fatling 
together; And a little child shall lead them.” A similar scene is painted later in Isaiah 65:25. It’s clear there 
will be animals on earth during the millennium and that predator and prey will live in harmony.  

Later, John gives us a glimpse of heaven in Revelation 19:11, 14: “Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a 
white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and 
makes war... And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white 
horses.” Jesus and His armies will ride white horses to capture Satan and the false prophet and cast them 
into the lake of fire forever.  

It seems pretty clear that there will be animals in heaven. Whether the ones we loved on earth will be there is 
uncertain. Whatever the case, we know the character of God and His love for us. He gives “good gifts to 
those who ask” (Matthew 7:11) and “gives us richly all things to enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:17). Heaven will be a 
place or joy and peace and the richest of blessings as we live in the presence of God and enjoy His good 
gifts for eternity.  

(Our deepest sympathy to the several MUMC families who have lost beloved canine and feline family members this past month.)

Operation Christmas 
child 
The suggested gift donation for June is toys.  
Testimonials: ““Our economic condition is very 
poor, so my parents cannot afford to buy toys for 
me. When I heard that I would get a gift box, I was 
so excited! Thank you to all of my foreign friends 
who sent me the toys and other amazing things.”–
Samia, East Asia  

Pick up a 
couple when 
you shop to 
help bring good 
news of great 
joy to kids 
across the 
world.  
Remember 
there is a drop-
off box in the 
Narthex for 
OCC 
collections.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Flag Day

)DWKHU¶V�'D\
Juneteenth

June 1 Blaine & Maddie Freeman
June 04    Josh Dixon
June 06 Blake Crawford
June 6 Sonny & Martha Dickey
June 06 Susan Gabbert
June 07 Bubba Flowers
June 7 Elliott & Sarah Stebbins
June 07 Stephanie Sullivan
June 08 Steve Sullivan
June 10 Macie McCormick
June 10 Stephenie Sullivan

June 12 Ruthie Cochran
June 12 Chuck & Brandee Freeman
June 12 Howard & Myra Herring
June 12 Janet Spring
June 13 Jeffrey Johnson
June 13 Randy & Sidney Youngblood
June 14 Wells Herring
June 16 David & Stacye Campbell
June 18 Josh Bradford
May 31 Barbie Fleming

June Birthdays and Anniversaries

5:30 PM 
Auxiliary 
League 
Meeting

12 PM Planning 
Meeting

Weekly Services Times
Sunday - 10 AM - Sunday School Wednesday - 6 PM - LightSource Students

      11 AM - Morning Worship         M2 Kids
        4 PM - Intercessors Prayer          
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Surely, Lord, you bless the righteous; you surround them with  
your favor as with a shield.  Psalm 5:12

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry

10 PM - Jolly 
Elders
12 PM - Grief 
Group

12 PM
Lunch Honor 
Rev. Heather 
Hensarling
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