
MEADVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH          JULY, 2022 

Meadville  
      Messenger 

Office Hours 
Tuesday-Thursday  
9 AM-3 PM                    
Friday                        
9 AM -12PM 

Find Us Online 
Facebook:                                         
MeadvilleUMC 

Twitter: 
@meadville_umc 

Instagram: 
meadvilleumc 

MUMC 
P.O. Box 548 

101 First St. S. 

Meadville, MS  
39653 

601.384.2936 

office@meadvilleumc.com    

www.meadvilleumc.com 

Conversations with Pastor Calvin 

THANK YOU !!

From the moment that I arrived in Meadville for my covenant meeting with 
your Staff-Parish Relations Committee, the members of Meadville UMC have 
made me and my wife, Tina, feel like we were home. Members of the 
committee showed me around the church and then invited me to the 
parsonage. You may have heard the story by now, that when I exited the front 
doors of the church to see the parsonage, I then took a right to walk to what 
is now your mission house. I assumed that it was the current church 
parsonage. I was quickly advised of its current mission purpose and that I 
should instead, take a left and follow them down the street. I was “blown 
away” by your church parsonage. It is beautiful, so functional and spacious, 
and adorned with the latest and greatest amenities. Likewise, on a later date 
when Tina drove down with me to see the church and parsonage, she was so 
excited about the church and parsonage, and the incredible possibilities for 
ministry in the Meadville area.

Members from the church made extensive repairs and improvements to the 
parsonage in preparation for our arrival, and then were at the house awaiting 
our arrival to help us move in, unpack, and orient to our new surroundings.  
You sure know how to make a new pastor and his wife, feel welcome and 
appreciated.  Thank you !!

So now what ?  Well, the church leadership and I will engage in a new pastor 
process called “Onboarding”, whose purpose is to allow the pastor and 
church leadership to get to know one another, review the current state of 
ministry at the church, and discuss the future of ministry together. My first 
Sunday as your new pastor will be Sunday, July 3rd, 2022.

During the months of July and August 2022, I would like for us all to focus our 
attention on the church’s mission and vision together.  I noticed that one of 
your Newsletters described your church mission statement as: “Chosen by 
God to Proclaim Christ through Worship, Study, and Service.”  This is a 
wonderful mission statement. Now as you and I begin a new season of 
ministry together, we need to examine how the church is presently fulfilling 
that mission statement, and how we can enhance our efforts to do so in the 
future.

http://www.meadvilleumc.com
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How, when, and where do we proclaim Christ ? 
Do we proclaim Christ in church ?
Do we proclaim Christ at our job, in our hobbies, at social events ?
If we don’t, why not ?  What is preventing us from doing so ?

Does our worship proclaim Christ in such a way that we leave our worship service
each Sunday, feeling that we have effectively invited the Holy Spirit into our presence, that he 
has accepted that invitation and been present, and that when we leave, we are energized by 
the Spirit to go out into the world and make disciples for Jesus Christ ?

What variety of ways to we have to study God’s Word and to apply it to our
everyday lives ?  What percentage of us are participating in some form of bible study or 
spiritual discipline on a weekly or monthly basis ?

How is this church serving God by serving our community, our state, and our world ? 

I would suggest to you that each one of us, including myself, should participate in at least one 
worship, study, and service opportunity each month. When Jesus was asked which of the 
commandments was the greatest, He replied: “Love the Lord your God, with all of your heart, soul, 
mind, and strength; and love your neighbor as yourself.”

Notice that Jesus uses the word “all”; not “some”, not “a little”, not “when you feel like it”.
It is not a suggestion, it is a command. It is an expectation. When others look at me, my character, 
personality, and how I act; do they see someone who lives out the “Great Commandment”?

Lastly, but no less important; what is “GOD’S VISION” for HIS CHURCH in Meadville? What do you 
want the church’s reputation to be ?  What impact do you want the church to have out in the world? 
What impact does the church have on your own personal life and that of your family?

Proverbs 29:18 says in the King James Version: “Where there is no vision, the people perish.”
A mission statement describes what an organization wants to do “now”, while a vision statement 
outlines what an organization wants to be in the “future”.  We need both and together, we will 
transform Meadville, Mississippi, into a beacon of faith, hope, and love for everyone.  I am excited!!  
Let’s get started!!

Blessings upon you all.

Pastor Calvin

“One of the principal rules of religion is, to lose no occasion of 
serving God. And, since he is invisible to our eyes, we are to serve 
him in our neighbor; which he receives as if done to himself in 
person, standing visibly before us.”  - John Wesley
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Join us! And 
bring a friend.

See Sarah Stebbins for more details!

Operation Christmas Child

July’s suggested purchase item for shoebox collections is CLOTHING.

YEAR-ROUND TIPS 
Set a shoebox goal at the beginning of the year to help you plan and 
stay motivated. Visit www.samaritanspurse.org for more information. 

When shopping or crafting, choose quality items that will last a long 
time.  

Don’t miss out on after-holiday deals, like Christmas, Valentine’s Day, 
St. Patrick’s Day, and Easter.  

Take advantage of back-to-school sales in the fall.  

Check for tax-free weekends in your area to save money when purchasing your shoebox items.  

Download an inventory app on your phone to keep track of what you’ve purchased throughout the year.  

Check out Operation Christmas Child’s Pinterest ideas for making scarves, gloves, hats, and quality crafts.  

Visit our fundraising page for ideas on raising $10 donations to accompany shoebox gifts all year long.  

• Join the Operation Christmas Child Prayer Network to pray with us throughout the year. 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, 
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these.”

Matthew 19:14
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John Dixon, Sarah and Rye want 
to express their love and thanks to 
our MUMC family for the support 
of gifts, monetary contributions, 
and prayers for the new addition 
to the family. The support means 
so much, especially because we 
live so far from home.  We are 
enjoying our baby and watching 
him grown each and everyday. 
We look forward to introducing 
Rye to everyone, hopefully soon. 

Thanks again,
Josh, Sarah & Rye

1002 Putnam Avenue
Apartment 2

Brooklyn, NY 11221

Our family would like to say “Thank you” to our MUMC family for showering us with lots of love.

Both showers, wedding and baby, were beautiful and appreciated. Kyle & Kelsey’s wedding was beautiful.  
Zach & Macie are awaiting the arrival of Baby Mayes and se will be well diapered.

Thank you, Dr. Gabbert, for the words of wisdom and the entertainment.

Thanks again to all of you and place keep them in your prayers. Big life changes!

God bless!

Ed & Stephanie

Zach & Macie

Kyle & Kelsey
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Independence Day

July 03 Gary Hurst
July 09 Blaine Freeman
July 9 Jimmy & Charlotte Jones
July 9 Preston & Kristen Shelton
July 09 Bobbie Smith
July 11 Bubba & Judy Oglesby
July 14 Bubba & Leslie Flowers
July 14 Tammy Torrey
July 20 Kristen Shelton

July 22 John Guice
July 24 John Grayson Priest
July 25 Orilla Joseph
July 25 Randy Youngblood
July 29 Scotty Smith
July 30 Jessye McBride
July 31 Mary Kathryn Williamson 

July Birthdays and Anniversaries

Weekly Services Times
Sunday - 10 AM - Sunday School

      11 AM - Morning Worship        
        4 PM - Intercessors Prayer          
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“And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, 
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”  

2 Corinthians 9:8-9

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry
5:30 - 8 VBS

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry

10 PM - Jolly 
Elders
12 PM - Grief 
Group

12 PM
Lunch 
Welcoming 
Cosnahan’s

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry

5:30 - 8:00 PM
VBS

5:30 - 8:00 PM
VBS
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