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Conversations with Pastor Calvin 
“CANOEING THE MOUNTAINS”

The culture is changing, the world is changing rapidly, and churches are facing 
change on an unprecedented scale. Churches and church leaders are 
becoming increasingly irrelevant, even marginalized. Faith is viewed with 
cynicism at best, downright hostility at worst. The cultural advantage we 
experienced during the seventeen centuries of Christendom has almost 
completed dissipated.  

“Church Leaders have to learn to lead all over again.”

But the church is also at an exciting crossroads. We are entering a new day, 
new terrain, and a new adventure. We are not alone. The Spirit of God goes 
before us. The mission of Christ will not fail. A day will come when the 
“kingdom of the world will become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, 
and He will reign forever and ever.” (Rev. 11:15)

The next steps are going to be demanding. More than anything, this moment 
requires those of us in positions of authority, to embrace an “adventure or die” 
mindset, and find the courage and develop the capacity for a new day. We are 
heading into uncharted territory and are given by Christ, the mission to lead the 
church into a future where the future is nothing like the past.

We must learn to lead in a world we weren’t prepared for. Our guides for this 
journey will be none other than the first American adventurers: Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark.  Lewis and Clark’s expedition to explore the newly 
acquired Louisiana Purchase was built on a completely false assumption and 
expectation. They believed, like everyone before them, that the unexplored 
Northwest was exactly the same geography as the familiar East. 

This is the story of what they did when they discovered that they—and 
everyone else before them—had been wrong.  And how instructive and 
inspiring that story can be to us today.  Using the story of Lewis and Clark’s 
expedition and applying the best insights from organizational leadership and 
missional theology, we can learn together what it means for Christians to lead 
when the journey goes “off the map”.

http://www.meadvilleumc.com
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 Music Notes 
Blessing Offor has recently burst onto the Christian 
music scene with a voice that provides the soul 
sound of an upbeat jazz or blues genre and a 
message of hope in the face of adversary. Through 
Offor’s music, he shares his personal testimony 
which is a story of God’s faithfulness.

At an early age, Offor developed congenital 
glaucoma. When he was only six years old, he 
immigrated from Nigeria to the United States 
where medical treatment would be available to 
save his vision. A successful procedure was 
performed, and his sight was restored. Just a few 
short years later, while playing with friends, Offor’s 
retina was destroyed when he was sprayed in the 
eye with a water gun. He eventually become blind 
in both eyes. The loss of his eyesight turned Offor’s 
heart towards music.

Despite having been somewhat successful during 
season seven of The Voice, Offor remained a 
hidden gem until Christian musician, Chris Tomlin 
took notice. Offor said this of Tomlin, “He lets me 
make the good, good father jokes, which is really 
awesome. I say he’s my fairy good, good father 
because he literally just came along and plucked 
me out of obscurity. I was in Nashville for a long 
time and nobody cared.”

In an interview with JOYFM, Blessing Offor shares 
the inspiration behind his first solo release, 
“Brighter Days.”  Brighter Days was me trying to 
say to as many people as possible, hopes dashed, 
dreams not realized, pain, all these things are 
normal and kind of promised through life. Nobody’s 
going to get out of life not being hurt. Before I tell 
somebody, “Hey, they’re going to be brighter days,” 
first I have to be willing to go, “Here’s my example 
of my not so bright days, the bad days, the painful 
stuff,” because it’s only with that kind of honesty 
that anybody wants to hear what you have to tell 

them because if you’re just walking around sharing 
kind of cheesy hope, you know what I mean? 
Shallow happiness, that dries up really quick 
because as soon as you hit a bump, it’s all gone, 
it’s all out the window. But if you can give 
somebody a deep, deep joy and hope and 
foundation, then they’re ready. You can’t say to 
somebody, “Everything’s going to be great.” Then 
they’ll wake up and things aren’t great and then 
you’re a liar. But if you say, “Hey, you’re going to go 
through hard things. I’m so sorry about that, but it’s 
going to be all right.”Then you’re not a liar because 
they are going to go through hard things, but it is 
going to be all right. That’s what Brighter Days is 
for me.” Later in the interview, Offor went on to say, 
"Listen. Even if He doesn’t save your eyesight, 
He’s still good. Even if, He’s still good. Yeah. I’m a 
huge fan of reality and reality is so messy and it’s 
only in embracing all of that, that joy really feels like 
joy because- there’s a storm outside right now. 
That’s reality but that doesn’t mean the sun isn’t 
shining or won’t shine again. I think God shows us 
reality all the time, we like the cheap high 
sometimes instead of the real, real, real stuff.” 

Brighter Days
Blessing Offor

I know there's gonna be some brighter days 
I swear that love will find you in your pain 
I feel it in me like the beating of life in my veins 
I know there's gonna be some brighter days 
I know there's gonna be some brighter days
Oh, ashes fall from burning dreams 
Oh, never lived through times like these 
Oh, if you're trying hard to breathe in the dark 
In the dark
I know there's gonna be some brighter days I 
swear that love will find you in your pain (oh) 
I feel it in me like the beating of life in my veins 
I know there's gonna be some brighter days 
I know there's gonna be some brighter days

And we know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose. Romans 
8:28
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Operation Christmas Child
August's suggested purchase item for Operation Christmas 
Child is school supplies. In many countries, students are not 
allowed to attend school if they do not supply their own 
learning materials. From a conversation with a child who 
received a shoebox from our community, when asked what 
her favorite item in her shoebox was, she replied, “The 
notebook. I finally had a place to draw and write my own 
thoughts.” Don’t underestimate the power of the gifts that go 
into the box!

OCC Project Leader Workshop

Location: Baptist Student Union at Southwest MS 
Community College
1063 Lakeside Drive
Summit, MS, 39666
Event Date: Sep 10
Event Time: 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM CDT

There is an urgency in sharing the gospel around the world! How long will the doors be open? Now 
is the time to share the Good News with millions of children that have not yet heard! Join us for a 
time of fellowship and sharing with project leaders from the Southwest MS area on how to 
effectively pack shoe boxes and expand the ministry in your group. Come and bring a friend! Please 
notify Samantha in the church office if you plan to attend. 

Thank You!
We are so appreciative of the over-the-counter medicines you helped us collect for our upcoming 
Romanian mission trip. Much needed and appreciated!
God bless you, Bro. Gary Bowlin

VBS 2022
Thank you to everyone who helped participating in 
making this year’s Vacation Bible School a success!
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Upcoming Student Events

LightSource Students and M2 Kids will resume meeting on Wednesday, August 13. 
Second Saturday is a community youth initiative to reach students with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. For more information about Second Saturday or to volunteer, text 
Samantha Sivils at 601-695-1987.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

August 03 Martha Tomlinson
August 03 Leigh Beth Hurst
August 07 Cheryl Jeffus
August 09 Bill Halford
August 09 Pat Jones
August 11 Cody Abadie
August 12 Eli Stebbins
August 14 Grady & Barbie Fleming
August 18 Sue Sullivan

August 21 Brandee Freeman
August 23 Sallie Katherine Hurst
August 23 Cooper Tomlinson
August 24 Judy Oglesby
August 25 Kendra Wallace
August 27 Abbey Smith
August 29 Beverly Gabbert

August Birthdays and Anniversaries

Weekly Services Times
Sunday - 10 AM - Sunday School

      11 AM - Morning Worship        
        4 PM - Intercessors Prayer          
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Rejoice always, pray continually,  
give thanks in all circumstances;  

for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry

10 AM Sewing 
Group
5 PM Prison 
Ministry

10 PM - Jolly 
Elders
12 PM - Grief 
Group

12 PM
Leigh Beth Hurst
Caleb 
Touchstone 
Wedding Shower

11 AM
Back to School
Blessing

6 PM 
M2 Kids

    LightSource

6 PM 
M2 Kids

    LightSource

6 PM 
M2 Kids

    LightSource
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