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Conversations with Pastor Calvin 
Acts 1:8:
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.”

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN ACTION: ( A Real Life Story Shared By A Pastor)
I had been praying for my niece Linda for a long time (years). She had three 
(3) children, is divorced, and has had several rough patches in her life---VERY 
ROUGH.  Currently, her children are with her ex, and she is living with her 
parents, her sister (whose life is a wreck), and her six (6) year old niece, the 
daughter of that sister.

Anyway, I stay in touch with Linda as much as I can, and she knows I am a 
believer, but she has been adamantly atheistic all her life. As well, she is very 
politically liberal, and as a result, we have gone round and round on various 
political and cultural issues. In spite of that, we have always remained close. 
She knows I won’t give up on her, and knows I have kept praying for her.

This past weekend, Linda’s sister went on a drinking binge, and things got out 
of hand. It was awful, but from that situation, came a text conversation in which 
she said to me: “I think I am ready for you to tell me about the BIBLE.”  This 
FLOORED ME!!  I never expected her to tell me this at all!!  I have been 
praying for her for probably, 15 + years and NOTHING, but now finally, the 
response I had always hoped for.  So, I told her just one story: the story of
Jesus and the Demoniac who lived in the village of the Gadarenes. I didn’t 
reference any scripture, because she wouldn’t know what that all meant. I just 
said at the end, that the take away is: “the only way you can think straight, is 
when you are with Jesus.”

SHE LOVED IT !!  Then she asked the age-old question: “why do all these bad 
things happen if God is so good?”  I couldn’t say “no” to such an opening…..so 
I shared the entire Gospel with her……and she understood it completely!  All of 
this took place on Saturday—in one day!

On Sunday, I shared the story of the Prodigal Son. On Monday, she told me 
that everything I had told her was making a LOT OF SENSE to her, and on 
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Monday night, after the Holy Spirit Course and her niece was asleep, she texted me: “How could she 
know it was all true? Maybe it was all made up?”  I called her and said: “How do I know she loves her 
children? How do I know that she loves her niece? Can she prove it?  I told her that a babysitter 
could do the same “things” she does for them; but she cannot PROVE HER LOVE.  It can only be 
believed.  She got that too. She let me pray over her, over the phone, before we hung up.

So that is where things stand right now. After years of praying and nothing happening, she is virtually 
inches away from saying “YES” TO Jesus!  I plan on inviting her to pray with me to accept Jesus as 
her Lord and Savior tonight after she gets off work. Holy Spirit Come!! We shall see how it goes.

QUESTION: Is there a “Linda” in your life—one for whom you have long prayed and patiently waited; 
one you have not, nor will you ever, give up on? Don’t you give up on them!  They are counting on 
you!  Jesus is counting on you!

For The Awakening,

J.D. WALT, Sower-in-Chief
Seedbed—Asbury Theological Seminary

Music Notes 
“Have you ever read a Scripture and felt like God 
was speaking directly to you?” Matthew West asks. 
“I have, and that was the inspiration for ‘Me On 
Your Mind.’” The award-winning songwriter was 
recently struck by the poignancy of two pinnacle 
characters in the Bible: the thief on the cross and 
the prodigal son. Finding himself in each of their 
stories, West began to craft his latest single, which 
he co-wrote with new artist Anne Wilson and 
respected songwriter/producer Jeff Pardo.

West says the initial idea for the piano-led ballad 
came while on a walk with his wife. Together with 
his two friends, he managed to wrap poetic 
language around the beautiful, history-shaping 
sacrifice of Jesus with an overarching theme that 
pulls from the mind-blowing truth found in Psalm 8: 
“When I consider Your heavens, the work of 
Your fingers, the moon, and the stars, which You 
have set in place, what is mankind that You 
are mindful of them, human beings that You care 
for them?”

“It’s the amazement that the Creator of the 
universe, the King of the world, would give one 
single thought about me that touches my heart on 
a deep, deep level,” West shares of the message 

behind the worshipful selection. “God used the 
process of writing this song to bring me to a deeper 
understanding of the heart of my Heavenly Father, 
and I’m praying it will do the same for all who hear 
it.”

"Me On Your Mind"

I've read the words in red
How You leave the ninety-nine
To find the one missing, feels like that was written
With me on Your mind

And the prodigal son who ran
Leaving his home behind
The part were the father came running to meet him
Did You say that with me on Your mind?

Who am I that the King of the world
Would give one single thought about my broken 
heart?
Who am I that the God of all grace
Wipes the tears from my face and says, "Come as 
you are"?
You paid the price, You took the cross
You gave Your life and You did it all
With me on Your mind (Oh-oh-oh-oh, oh)
Me on Your mind (Oh-oh-oh-oh, oh)

Shared from AirOne. Listen to “Me On Your Mind” 
on K-Love or wherever you listen to music.
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Sunday School is BACK! 

I am so excited about the church-wide interest in studying and attending one of our Sunday School 
Class lesson options this Fall 2022. I have reviewed materials in our church library and selected 
some topics and authors that I am familiar with and which carry a powerful message for you. 

However, these are not the only options. After you select the class
that you want to attend this Sunday, you will have the option of exploring books, workbooks, or 
online study guides that you may be interested in suggesting to your class. If the class decides that it 
wants to proceed with your suggestion, then we will be glad to order those materials. I anticipate that 
the cost of the average book or workbook, per person, will be approximately $15.00.

Here are the study options that will be in each room for you to discuss on Day One (1):

(1) Experiencing God--Henry Blackaby 
(2) The Purpose Driven Life-Rick Warren 
(3) If You Want To Walk On Water, You've Got To Get Out Of The Boat--John Ortenberg 
(4) Facing Your Giants--Max Lucado 
(5) Life Wide Open- Unleashing The Power Of A Passionate Life-- David Jeremiah 
(6) The Battle Is The Lord's--Waging Victorious Spiritual Warfare-- Tony Evans

Teachers for each class will be on a rotating basis. For this Sunday, these are who will be in each 
class: 
1-Youth: Will Halford/ Katherine McCormick 
2-Reader Elementary: Stacye Campbell 
3-Non-Reader Elementary: Sarah& Elliott Stebbins 
4- Young Adult: Morgan Halford & Dain Poore 
5- Middle Age Adult: Bill Halford  
6-Nursery: Debbie Halford 

Of course, David Hester has senior adults, Grady Fleming has Cornerstone, and Sandy Hester has 
the lady's class. 

Remember, this is just an initial list of options. Your class can decide to explore other 
options for study, select such a study and have us order materials.  Happy Hunting !!
We will meet downstairs in the central foyer, initially, before splitting up into classes.
See you this Sunday at 9:45-10 a.m.  Breakfast refreshments will be available.

Pastor Calvin

All your children will be taught by the Lord, 

    and great will be their peace. Isaiah 54:13
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Operation Christmas Child
September's suggested purchase item for Operation Christmas 
Child is GAMES. All children love games. This is a great gift to 
help them enrich learning, sharpen cognitive skills, and increase 
social skills among peers. Remember there is a drop-off box in 
the Narthex for OCC gifts as well as a church shaped donation 
box for those wanting to contribute financially. Thank you for 
your continued support of this amazing ministry!

Word & Worship Wednesday 
Word & Worship Wednesday will resume on September 7th. Supper will be at 5:15 followed by the 
service at 6:00. M2 Kids and LightSource Students will continue meeting downstairs at 6:00. Be 
sure to be with us on September 14 when we will be joined by Cameron Tate and Andi Cotten.

Administrative Council Meeting 
The Administrative Council will meet following morning worship on Sunday, September 11. Please 
make sure you submit committee reports to David Hester. Bring a covered dish to share for lunch 
and be with us as we work together to minister in our church and community. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Labor Day

Rosh Hashanah

September 04 Todd Spring
September 04 Gail Hopkins
September 04 Connor Wallace
September 05 Bo Gabbert
September 05 Will Halford
September 08 Graham Cowart
September  08 Connor Sivils
September 09 Cam Wallace
September 14 Ann Mullins

September 15 Jean Peterson
September 15 Dacey Sivils Shands 
September 16 Liesl Holt
September 22 Chuck Freeman
September 22 Vana Hurst
September 24 Aiden Jeffus
September 25 Mark Clay
September 28 D.J. Furlow

September Birthdays and Anniversaries

Weekly Services Times
Sunday - 10 AM - Sunday School Wednesday - 5:15 PM - Supper

      11 AM - Morning Worship    6:00 PM - Word & Worship    
        4 PM - Intercessors Prayer LightSource Students
                M2 Kids
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And we know that in all things God works 
for the good of those who love him, who 

have been called according to his 
purpose. Romans 8:28

5 PM
Prison Ministry

12 PM 
Grief Group

12 PM
Bradford Baby 
Shower

10 AM
Jolly Elders 5 PM

Prison Ministry

5 PM
Prison Ministry

5 PM
Prison Ministry

5 PM
Prison Ministry 5th Quarter

(after game)

Guest musician 
and speaker: 
Andi Cotten & 
Cameron Tate
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