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Conversations with Pastor Calvin 

FACING THE GIANTS 
__________________  

Who or what are the giants in your life? 
Feel overwhelmed by your circumstances? 
As a child of the Most High God, you are never alone. 
His authority and power are always with you. 

David, the shepherd, knew this. He had experienced it in his own life. I 
know you know his story and history with Goliath, but please, read it 
again in 1 Samuel 17: 32-50.   

Hear these words of confidence and assurance from David when told 
by King Saul that he was incapable of facing the giant Goliath: 

 "Your servant has been keeping his father's sheep. 
 When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep 
 from the flock, I went after it, struck it, and rescued 
 the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, 
 I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. Your servant 
 has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised 
 Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied 
 the armies of the Living God. The Lord who rescued me 
 from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear, will 
 rescue me from the hand of this Philistine." 
 (verses 34-37) 

 "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, 
 but I come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, 
 the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 
 This day, the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and 
 I'll strike you down and cut off your head." (verses 45-46) 

But perhaps you consider your present danger bigger than any 
"Goliath".  Is it bigger than a whole army? 

http://www.meadvilleumc.com
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Exodus 14: 10-14 recounts the exodus of the Hebrew people from Egypt and Pharoah's pursuit of 
them through the desert. The Egyptian army caught up with them, with the Hebrews encamped up 
against the Red Sea. There was no escape. The Hebrews cried out to Moses in fear and terror. This 
is how Moses responded to their cries: 

"Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance
the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today, 
you will never see again. The Lord will fight for you; you need
only to be still."

This is the message the Lord wants you to hear and receive today: 
"Do not be afraid. Stand firm. I will deliver you. I will 
fight for you. Just be still."

I love movies, especially Christian movies of God's hand reaching out from heaven to deliver his 
people. There are two (2), among many, that I want to recommend to you:

"Facing The Giants"   and   "War Room".

I am confident that watching either or both of these movies,will give you the courage and faith you are 
seeking against the Goliaths and Pharoahs that you are facing this day.

See you Sunday.  Amen.
Pastor Calvin 

Operation Christmas Child
National Drop-Off Week for Operation Christmas Child is 
quickly approaching. The church still needs “wow” items, 

school supplies, hygenie items (shampoo and toothpaste are 
not allowed), clothes, and filler items to pack into each shoebox. 

Last year Meadville UMC sent a total of 175 shoeboxes that were 
sent to children in hard to reach places. This is an opportunity to go 

into all the world and offer the gospel to families that otherwise may 
never hear the good news of Jesus Christ. If you would like more 
information, please contact Matt Holt or Samantha Sivils. 

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’   
    Matthew 24:40



              Music Notes
Story behind the song “The Goodness” from singer/songwriter TobyMac who lost his son to an accidental 
overdose in 2019:

“I began writing this record right after losing my first born son — the first few songs I wrote, “21 Years,” 
“Promised Land,” and a song called “Everything About You,” were just really sad songs, lamenting songs, 
which you kind of would expect. At that point, I was just like, ‘Am I just going to live here? Is this my journey 
for the rest of my life?,’ and maybe it is sort of, but God began giving me glimpses, starting with “Help Is On 
the Way,” I started to really stand on that promise, and really believe that help is on the way. 
Where that journey sort of took me, and what I kind of landed on, was this thought: I wrote on a napkin one 
day, ‘you’re still the goodness in my life,’ and I started to believe that, and to see how God is good to me. 
That’s when I wrote “The Goodness,” and it felt like a celebration, because I began to think about how 
gracious God is, and how He gives us little glimpses of His goodness, even in the valley. Then I read a 
quote, and it led to a lot of the lyrics in this song, it said, ‘a saint is not someone who is good, but someone 
who experiences the goodness of God.’ I have experienced the goodness of God my whole life. There is 
LIFE AFTER DEATH. This record chronicles the journey I have been on over the last 2 years, and somehow 
through it all, I have experienced the goodness of God.”

"Goodness"

You made the rain, so, when it falls on me, should I 
complain? 
Or feel You're calling me 
It's all on me to stay and really catch what You're 
showing 
It's my roots that You're growing, 'cause life is more 
than this moment
You are the light so, when the darkness falls 
The greatest heights, they never seem so tall, no, 
not at all 
You're right, it's my roots that You're growing 
Don't wanna miss what You're showing
Ain't no doubt about You 
Everywhere that I go You keep showing up Lord, 
You 
Make me wanna shout it, oh 
You're the goodness in my life

You are the joy (joy) 
You're the smile on the face of Your boy (boy) 
You're the flowers at the park in Detroit 
Still the words on the back of our coins 
Let's make some noise (hey)
You cover me 
My defender, when You're rolling up Your sleeve 
You're the truth that's gonna set the captive free 

The only King that's ever chose to bleed 
That's what I believe
That they keep trying to make Your glory fade 
(fade) 
But I ain't really sweating what they say (say)
Ain't no doubt about You 
Everywhere that I go You keep showing up Lord, 
You 
Make me wanna shout it, oh 
You're the goodness in my life

Through the good, and the bad, and the ugly 
I can still see the sunshine above me 
Lord, I love all the ways that You love me 
You're the good, You're the good, You're the 
goodness

”They speak of the glorious splendor of your 
majesty—and I will meditate on your wonderful 
works. They tell of the power of your awesome 
works—and I will proclaim your great deeds. They 
celebrate your abundant goodness and joyfully 
sing of your righteousness.” Psalm 145:5-7 NIV

Shared from Promisefm. Listen to “Goodness” on K-Love or 
wherever you listen to music.
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Meadville UMC's annual Fall Festival will be held on 
Friday, October 28. 2022 from 5:00 - 8:00 PM at Halford 
Law Firm on Main Street after the town Trick-or-Treat 
festivities. Last year there were well over 100 children in 
attendance, so we need plenty of volunteers and prizes 
for this year's event. 

Prizes can be dropped off at Halford Law Firm and let 
Morgan know if you can help work the event! Her cell is 
601-384-7263.

Meadville UMC's will have a booth at the Homochitto 
River Festival in downtown Meadville on Saturday, 
October 22. 

If you are able to volunteer to help at this event, please 
contact Pastor Calvin or the church office. 

Second Saturday is a community wide initiative to equip 
Christian students to live boldy for Christ, to reach the 
unchurched students, and to provide a safe, faith-filled, 
opportunity for students to gather on a monthly basis.

October 8th’s speaker will be Cameron Tate. Worship 
will be led by Montanna Cowart. 

All area youth are invited and encouraged to participate. 

If you would like more information or would like to 
volunteer, contact Samantha at 601-695-1987.



1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Columbus Day

Halloween

Yom Kippur

October 01 Ed Herring
October 01 Sandy Hester
October 04 Campbell McDonald
October 06 Emma Claire Stebbins
October 07 Matt & Mary Kay Holt 
October 07 Isaac Sivils
October 07 Elliot Stebbins
October 08 Elizabeth Rushing
October 09 Gary & Vana Hurst
October 09 George Rushing
October 10 Tina Cosnahan
October 10 Ed Youngblood
October 11 Brett & Vista Herring
October 13 Victoria Herring

October 13 Eddie Stebbins
October 15 Ryan Cowart
October 17 Sue Stebbins
October 17 Ollie Mae Youngblood
October 18 Andrew Smith
October 18 Howard Herring
October 18 Katherine Scarbrough
October 19 Sharyn Davis
October 19 Josh & Victoria Herring
October 19 Ashley Priest
October 20 Libby Shelton
October 25 Jacob Bradford
October 31 Austin McCormick

October Birthdays and Anniversaries

Weekly Services Times
Sunday - 10 AM - Sunday School Wednesday - 5:15 PM - Supper

      11 AM - Morning Worship    6:00 PM - Word & Worship,    
        4 PM - Intercessors Prayer M2 Kids, & LightSource 
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5 PM
Prison Ministry

12 PM 
Grief Group

10 AM
Jolly Elders 5 PM

Prison Ministry

5 PM
Prison Ministry

5 PM
Prison Ministry

5 PM
Prison Ministry

Homochitto 
River Festival

5-8 PM
Fall Festival

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
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