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Conversations with Pastor Calvin 

CHRISTLIKE DISAGREEMENTS
__________________________________ 

In life, there will always be conflict. No matter how much we try to avoid it,
There will always be people who share different opinions than we do. If both 
parties are passionate about their opinions, believing each is correct, this 
results in conflict.

Christians often avoid conflict, because they think it’s not Christlike. They 
believe it’s not being gracious by asserting themselves or their opinions on 
others. Christians also “fear not” being liked. Jesus embodied grace, but he 
also set firm boundaries with others, especially those who did not want to put 
God and His Will, first in their lives.

Consider the rich young ruler. Mark 10: 21-22 says: “Looking at him, Jesus 
showed love to him and said to him, “One thing you lack: go and sell all you 
possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, 
follow Me.” But he was deeply dismayed by these words, and he went away 
grieving; for he was one who owned much property.”

Jesus did not run after the man; he allowed him to make his own choices. 
Jesus rooted his identity in His Father, and being right was not on his agenda. 
He came to do the work of His Father on earth, and He often paid the price of 
rejection and persecution (and ultimately death) because of it. In the same way, 
being Christlike does not mean being liked or not being assertive. Certain 
situations require us to set firm boundaries against people who may hinder our 
spiritual growth. This often results in conflict. Although all conflicts in our lives 
may never be fully resolved, we are called upon to deal with them as Christlike 
as possible.

         (Continued on next page)
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Here are six (6) ways to handle disagreements:

1. Pray About It: 
When we disagree with someone, the first thing we can do is pray. Give God the situation. 
Pray for the person with whom you are in conflict. Ask the Lord to speak and reveal to you 
anything you need to know about the situation that you may not know already. Pray for 
yourself. Ask the Lord to speak and reveal to you anything that you need to examine or 
change in your own life or attitude, relating to the issue at hand.

2. Bite Your Tongue:
In the heat of the moment, it is easy to use hurtful words and harsh comments to win the 
argument or to protect yourself from further hurt or rejection. Yet, when Jesus was on trial and 
falsely accused, he did not snap back with a quick comment, or a word of knowledge about 
their lives. He instead, remained silent. Ephesians 4: 29 says: “Do not let any unwholesome 
talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building up according to their needs, 
that it may benefit those who listen.” Seek always to build others up, rather than to tear them 
down.

3. Forgive Always:
Forgiveness is perhaps the hardest part of conflict, because the other party might offer an 
apology, but trust has not been achieved. Therefore, you may be suspicious that they will 
repeat the action again. Scripture is clear that if we do not forgive others, God will not forgive 
us of our sins. When we seek to forgive others, even when we feel that they don’t deserve it, 
we are becoming more like Christ because Jesus died on the cross for our sins, when he had 
committed no sin, himself.  The other party may not forgive you, but that is no excuse for you 
not to seek forgiveness.

4. Pinpoint the Underlying Needs:
When in an argument: stop, cool down, and think. Could my emotional response or that of the 
other person be caused by other circumstances or experiences that have nothing to do with 
the matter at hand. Is there any “baggage” or unresolved trauma or wounds from the past that 
may be interfering in the current conflict ? Sometimes, people seek justice in a current 
argument, because they did not receive the justice they were looking for in a past conflict or 
another concurrent conflict that is occurring.

5. Wish Them Well:
Paul and Barnabus had such a sharp disagreement, that they had to part ways: “Barnabus 
wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them; but Paul did not think it wise to take him, 
because he had deserted them in Pamphylia, and had not continued with them in the work.”  
Barnabus took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the 
believers to the grace of the Lord. (Acts 15: 37-40)  If reconciliation cannot be achieved, wish 
them well, and pray for God’s blessing over their lives.
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Music Notes 
Originally posted at www.klove.com

“If I had one thing that I could say to people, it’s that 
God is a God of healing,” says 21-year-old singer/
songwriter Katy Nichole whose music finds its 
genesis in her miraculous story of suffering, hope, 
and ultimately, healing. Her relationship with both 
music and God is inextricably intertwined with her 
path to health and wholeness.

“I picked up a bottle of pills on my dresser, and I 
looked at it and I said, ‘It would be that easy,’” the “In 
Jesus Name (God of Possible) singer said. “But that 
bottle of pills fell out of my hand, and I just felt the 
Lord say, ‘I'm not done yet.’”

Like so many who now make music for a living, the 
22-year-old Nichole fell in love with singing at an early 
age. She often sang songs learned from Vacation 
Bible School around her childhood home, and by the 
time she turned 10, Nichole says she knew she 
wanted to be on stage one day.
But with the joy of music also came pain.
Nichole was born with congenital scoliosis, an 
uncommon and progressive form of the ailment, and 
the effects of the curvature eventually required back 
surgery with metal rods and screws placed into her 
spine.

“I went into the surgery and when I came out, I was in 
excruciating pain every single day,” Nichole said. 
“When I was supposed to be recovered, I was still in 
pain. I was severely depressed, had anxiety I had 
never even seen before, and there was one moment 
where I said, ‘God, I cannot do this anymore.’ But I 
don't believe that God would waste a single second of 
our pain. And I know that He didn't in that season of 
my life.”

Eventually, Nichole’s doctors determined removing 
those metal rods and screws was the only option. 
After her latest surgery was complete, and in a 
windowless intensive care unit in the hospital, Nichole 
experienced a brightness she had never seen before.

“I looked up and I saw the light again for the first 
time,” Nichole said. “It was as if I was meeting Jesus 
for the first time. I know that's kind of crazy because 
I’ve known Jesus my whole life – I've always been a 

Christian – but I just knew that His presence was all 
over that room.

Katy Nichole’s debut song, “In Jesus Name” was 
penned in the midst of a global health crisis. The song 
is connecting with a universal audience because 
everyone—regardless of their beliefs—is searching 
for healing and restoration in a weary, anxious and 
broken world.

“What I want people to take away is, be reminded 
that you have a story – and that story is incredibly 
important to tell,” Nichole said. “I look at my story 
sometimes and I'm like, ‘That's kind of scary to look 
at. It's scary to look at our past. But I've seen how 
God has brought glory to His name and how He's 
brought good from some of these really, really bad 
things. And I just know that He can do that for 
anyone. “I just want people to be reminded that our 
story is important, and I will continue to tell my story. 
And my hope is that those stories will resonate, and it 
will feel like your story through my story.”

“There’s no story that doesn’t matter to God. Every 
story was written by Him, and He’s the greatest 
author of all time,” Katy declares. “God’s healed me, 
so I know He can heal someone else.”

An advocate for others facing health challenges, 
serving both an ambassador for the Shriners 
Hospitals for Children and as a volunteer for 
Musicians On Call, Katy has also been leading 
worship by the time she was 14. Invited by The Afters 
lead singer Josh Havens to lead worship at The 
Grove in Phoenix, AZ. Havens saw something in Katy 
she couldn’t even see in herself at the time. She 
began writing, recording and posting her music 
online, which eventually led to landing a label home 
at Centricity Music.
“I speak the name of Jesus over you
In your hurting, in your sorrow
I will ask my God to move
I speak the name 'cause it's all that I can do
In desperation, I'll seek Heaven
And pray this for you
I pray for your healing
That circumstances would change
I pray that the fear inside would flee in Jesus name
I pray that a breakthrough would happen today
I pray miracles over your life in Jesus name, in Jesus” 
name



Operation Christmas 
Child
National Drop-Off 
Week for 
Operation 
Christmas Child is 
quickly 
approaching. The 
church still needs 
“wow” items, 
school supplies, 
hygenie items 
(shampoo and 
toothpaste are not 
allowed), clothes, and filler items to pack into each 
shoebox. Last year Meadville UMC sent a total of 175 
shoeboxes that were sent to children in hard to reach 
places. We will have a packing party during the 
regular Wednesday night service on November 9. 
This will be a great time for the children, youth, and 
adults to get hands-on and see what all goes into 
packing a shoebox. Make plans to join us!
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Dear friends and Church Family,
There is really no way to express how much you 
all meant to me and my family. You have always 
prayed for me and my family during difficult times. 
Losing my mother and brother within 48 hours, 
was extremely touch. Thank you for caring for me 

and my family during those days. My heavenly 
Father has carried me, once again, across the sand, where only His footprints were visible. I am blessed 
with wonderful memories of both my my Mom and my brother. Those special times will bring me comfort. 
You can only imagine the expression on my face when I received the absolutely gorgeous floral 
arrangement with the Amazing Grace lantern in it. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 

Very sincerely and with much love, Carol
 
Also, thank you for hugs, text messages, and everything else! I love you all! 

MUMC, 
There are not enough words for me to adequately express my gratitude for all of 
the calls, texts, prayers, hugs, food but most of all for loving us. I don’t know where 
I would be without my church family. You truly are the hands and feet of God. I love 
you dearly and am grateful to be a part of this loving church.

Love,
Janet, Cathy, and family
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Veteran’s Day

Thanksgiving

November 01 Terry Oglesby
November 03 Leila Ray
November 03 Heidi Holt
November 05 Ed McCormick
November 06 Tyler & Mary Kathryn Williamson
November 08 Jody & Tiffany Herring
November 08 Lindsay Smith
November 11 David & Suzie Abadie
November 13 Bubba & Susan Gabbert

November 15 Robert Carmona
November 16 Ruby Caroline Smith
November 17 Tommy & Samantha Sivils
November 19 Maddie Freeman
November 19 Dain Poore
November 23 David Abadie
November 28 Bubba Gabbert
November 28 Eddie Shelton

November Birthdays and Anniversaries

Weekly Services Times
Sunday - 10 AM - Sunday School Wednesday - 5:15 PM - Supper

     11 AM - Morning Worship 6:00 PM - Devotion with Pastor Calvin,         
       4 PM - Intercessors Prayer M2 Kids, & LightSource Students
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5 PM
Prison Ministry

12 PM 
Grief Group

10 AM
Jolly Elders

5 PM
Prison Ministry

5 PM
Prison Ministry

5 PM
Prison Ministry

12 PM 
Piper-Britt 
Wedding Shower

12 PM 
Administrative 
Council Meeting

All Saints 
Sunday

Community 
Thanksgiving
Service

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we 
pray for you, because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and 

of the love you have for all God’s people. Colossians 1:3-4
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