
MEADVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH          DECEMBER, 2022 

Meadville  
      Messenger 

Office Hours 
Tuesday-Thursday  
9 AM-3 PM                    
Friday                        
9 AM -12PM 

Find Us Online 
Facebook:                                         
MeadvilleUMC 

Twitter: 
@meadville_umc 

Instagram: 
meadvilleumc 

MUMC 
P.O. Box 548 

101 First St. S. 

Meadville, MS  
39653 

601.384.2936 

office@meadvilleumc.com    

www.meadvilleumc.com 

Conversations with Pastor Calvin

Last Sunday as we concluded our “Hanging Of The Greens Service”, we sang:
“Go, Tell It On The Mountain”.  The first verse says: “While shepherds kept 
their watching, O’er silent flocks by night, Behold throughout the heavens, 
There shone a holy light. Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and 
everywhere; Go, tell it on the mountain, That Jesus Christ is born.”

As we begin the Season of Advent 2022, the Holy Spirit is commissioning us to 
proclaim the birth of Jesus Christ “on the mountain, over the hills, and 
everywhere. The Christmas Story is for everyone, even and especially for 
those counted lowest in society. And that was certainly true of the shepherds in 
Jesus’ day. One might think that when the Messiah arrived, the “important 
people” would be the first to know this history-making news. But God does not 
show favoritism or partiality, and in His world, the last shall be first and the first, 
last. (Luke 13: 30; Acts 10: 34-35).  We shouldn’t be surprised, then, that 
shepherds were chosen as the first to receive Jesus’ birth announcement (vv. 
8-14). God sent an entire choir of angels to sing them the wonderful news!

It seems fitting that shepherds were the first to be told of the coming of the 
“Good Shepherd”. These particular shepherds provide a model response in at 
least three (3) ways:

• First, they responded in faith to what they’d heard and went to find the 
child. (vv. 15-16).

• Second, they rejoiced at what they’d heard and seen and spread the good 
news to others (vv. 17-18). 

• Finally, they gave praise and glory to the Lord for all of it. (v. 20).

                 (Continued on next page)
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The gospel of Jesus Christ is good news to everyone. However, how can people celebrate this good 
news, if they never hear it. God intends for each one of us to be a “John The Baptist” in our 
community. You are commissioned to “go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways, to give 
knowledge of salvation to His people by the remission of their sins, through the tender mercy of our 
God, with which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; to give light to those who sit in darkness 
and the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” (Luke 1: 76-79)

May I suggest to you, that beginning with the first week of December, you read the Christmas Story 
of Jesus Christ from the four gospels, at a family meal each week:

Week 1:  Matthew 1: 18-2:12.
Week 2:  Luke 1:11-2:20
Week 3:  John 1:1-18

May the recounting of this blessed story, reignite your faith, add fuel to your spiritual fire;
and draw you and your family closer to Jesus Christ.  “Go Tell It On The Mountain !!”

Blessings,

Pastor Calvin

Opportunities to Share Christ this Month:

If you have not already signed up to decorate for the Living Advent Windows, you may do so at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c44acac28a4fd0-living.  Additional dates will be added as dates are filled. 
Contact Stephenie Sullivan if you have questions or need a specific date.

Those interested in caroling together, please contact the church office. We will share more information as 
dates and times for caroling outings are made available. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c44acac28a4fd0-living
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c44acac28a4fd0-living
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Music Notes 
“Our entire childhood was marked by Christmas 
traditions and family get-togethers that lasted the 
entire month of December. Our parents taught us 
three things: love Jesus, love each other, and love 
Christmas. It was more than a holiday to us. 
Somewhere in the cookie-making, picking out gifts at 
the Dollar Store, dressing up as shepherds, and 
singing the ‘12 Days of Christmas’ into the landline 
answering machine, a deep belief took root,” the 
members of the Christian music group, CAIN 
collectively share. “Christmas is wonderful, and that’s 
what we want to convey with this Christmas album—
the joy, the nostalgia, the wishing that time could 
stand still. And especially for those experiencing loss 
and grief this year, Christmas can still be wonderful. 
We pray that the presence of God will fill the gaps 
where family once stood.”

For the song “Wonderful” the group enlisted the 
songwriting and singing talents of the great Stephen 
Curtis Chapman. Chapman shared his story of 
encountering Christ as the “Wonderful Counselor” 
while celebrating the first Christmas without his 
daughter Maria who was killed in a tragic accident in 
2008. Isaiah 9:6 proclaims, 
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
Madison Cain Johnson noted, “In the prophecy 
concerning the Messiah, before He was called 
anything else, He was called “Wonderful Counselor.”

For many the Christmas season is a bittersweet time. 
The joy of the season becomes mixed with the 
sorrows of life. Inflation, culture wars, sickness, and 
other hardships plague each of us. Sometimes the 
joy becomes drowned by the sorrow. 

The hope of Christmas is Emmanuel - God with us. 
He is with us in the highs and He is with us in the 
lows. He is our Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, and our Prince of Peace. 

As we enter the Advent season, may the reasons 
Christ came and the truth of who He is fill you with 
hope, peace, joy, and love.

“Wonderful”

Gathered round the table 
So much to be thankful for 
It’s Christmas 
Oh how I’ve missed this 
Through the joy and laughter 
You can feel the sadness 
Cause this Christmas 
Everyone’s not with us
It’s the time of year 
When happiness and cheer 
Won’t be enough to get me through the night
I need a Wonderful Counselor 
The Mighty God, 
The Prince of Peace 
Who’s strong enough to carry me 
Immanuel 
God with us
The One who’s love will never end 
Oh, Jesus can you make this season 
Wonderful
Almighty in a manger 
Told us He’d be no stranger 
To all our sorrow 
All the hurt we’ll ever know 
So let these gifts remind us how 
Love came down to find us 
Wonder of the ages 
The life, the truth, the way
(Wonderful) 
For unto us a child is born (Wonderful) 
For unto us a son is given (Wonderful) 
And He will live 
And He will die 
To conquer death and bring us life 
Forever He will be our

© 2021 Logan Cain Music (ASCAP); Madison Cain Music 
(ASCAP); Taylor Cain Music (ASCAP) / All Essential Music 
(ASCAP) (admin. at EssentialMusicPublishing.com) / 
Chappy Campers Music (BMI) (admin. by BMG Rights 
Management (US) LLC)



Christmas Service
MUMC will host a Christmas Eve candlelight communion service at 5 PM. Please invite your family 
and friends to attend this special service. The Christmas Eve service will substitute and replace the 
Sunday morning service. If anyone needs transportation to and from the Christmas Eve service, 
please contact the church office to have arrangements made. 
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Halford/Ritwick Wedding
Carmen Elizabeth Halford and Ritwick Rane were married on August 06, 2022 in Rutgers University 
Gardens, New Brunswick, New Jersey.

Carmen is the daughter of Kirby and Pam Halford of Groton, New York, and granddaughter of Sarah Pearl 
Halford and the late Wayne Halford of Meadville, MS, and the late Ann Fant Davis of Lexington, MS.
Ritwick is the son of Marina and Pradys Rane of Edison, New Jersey.

Operation Christmas Child
Thanks to your generosity, 
Meadville UMC packed a record 
total of 236 shoeboxes for 
Operation Christmas Child. Please 
continue praying for the salvation of 
the children and their families who 
will receive these boxes! 

Global Methodist Church Presentation
Lee Ann Williamson will be with us on Wednesday, 
December 14 at 6 PM to present information on the Global 
Methodist Church. Join us that evening to learn more about 
the GMC. If you have friends in other area United Methodist 
Churches, please invite them to attend.  Light refreshments 
will be served. 

MUMC Newsletter
In the New Year we will be working to make our newsletter more user friendly and efficient. The 
newsletter will continue to be available by email and on our website. Print versions will be available 
in the narthex of the church. If you are unable to pick up your newsletter from the church or read 
online, please email office@meadvilleumc.com to have one sent to your home address. 

mailto:office@meadvilleumc.com
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December 02 Mia Fleming
December 03 Ben Cowart
December 07 Carla McLemore
December 07 Zach & Macie McCormick
December 08 Samantha Sivils
December 13 Denise Wentworth
December 14 John Robert Kimbrough
December 15 Jaden Sivils
December 18 Walker Shelton
December 19 Forrest & Denise Wentworth
December 20 Jack Williamson
December 21 Carly Fleming Durr

December 21 Preston Shelton
December 22 Dani Poore
December 22 Steve & Sue Sullivan
December 23 Marsha Webb
December 24 Grady Fleming
December 24 Bob Kimbrough
December 24 Betty Wilkinson
December 27 Tommy Sivils
December 30 Megan Tomlinson
December 30 Ric Wege
December 31 Preston Shelton

December Birthdays and Anniversaries

Weekly Services Times
Sunday - 10 AM - Sunday School Wednesday - 5:15 PM - Supper

     11 AM - Morning Worship 6:00 PM - Devotion with Pastor Calvin,         
       4 PM - Intercessors Prayer M2 Kids, & LightSource Students
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5 PM
Prison Ministry

6-8 PM
Live Nativity

12 PM 
Grief Group

10 AM
Jolly Elders

5 PM
Prison Ministry

5 PM
Prison Ministry

5 PM
Prison Ministry

CHRISTMAS DAY
No Service

5 PM
Christmas Eve 
Service & 
Communion

6 PM Global 
Methodist 
Presentation
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